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Welcome

It gives me great pleasure 
to welcome you to our 
Annual Review for 2020. 

I could never have anticipated how my 
fi rst year as Chairman of the Wimbledon 
Foundation would unfold. The outbreak of 
COVID-19 saw the charity sector fi ghting on 
two fronts: supporting those most severely 
aff ected by the pandemic and staying 
afl oat fi nancially in the wake of lockdown 
and cancelled fundraising activities. 
The Foundation responded quickly, 
reallocating funding to support charities 
responding locally and contributing to 
joint funder initiatives including the 
London Community Response Fund. 

In April, the Foundation launched a £1.2m 
Coronavirus Fund to help aid the response 
and recovery eff orts across society. By the 
end of July, £750,000 had been awarded to 
local and national charities and community 
organisations with a focus on: addressing 
the immediate needs of the most 
vulnerable including people living with 
a disability, minority and disadvantaged 
communities, older people and refugees; 
supporting children, young people and 
families; providing mental health support; 
and caring for people who are homeless. 

June saw the launch of our exciting new 
initiative, Set for Success, which will 
use sport to improve young people’s 
wellbeing and future opportunities. Run in 
partnership with the Youth Sport Trust, Set 
for Success is about giving young people 
from disadvantaged backgrounds around 
the UK the opportunity to develop life and 

leadership skills through sport and sessions 
led by world-class athlete mentors. Given 
the impact lockdown and the closure of 
schools has had on young people, the 
timing of Set for Success feels prescient. 

Internationally, we extended our 
partnership with WaterAid for a further 
three years and increased our commitment 
to their vital work improving the health and 
livelihoods of those living in disadvantaged 
communities around the world through 
access to clean water and sanitation. 
Again, in the context of the pandemic, 
the role of good hygiene and handwashing 
in maintaining infection prevention and 
control has never been more relevant 
and more important. 

I would like to thank the Foundation 
team and our Trustees for their hard 
work and commitment as well as the 
staff  and volunteers at every one of the 
projects we have been able to support. 
The way in which charities have responded 
and adapted their services during the 
pandemic in order to look after those 
who are vulnerable has been remarkable. 
We look forward to continuing to work 
together as a sector to help those in need 
through these incredibly challenging times.

 Bruce Weatherill
Chairman
Wimbledon Foundation



A message from Helen

The Foundation’s goal of 
responding in times of need was 
brought sharply into focus with the 
outbreak of COVID-19 in March 2020. 
The pandemic highlighted the vital 
role local charities play in caring 
for our communities.

It was remarkable to witness the way in which 
local organisations responded so quickly and 
adapted their services to look after those in need. 
We have been inspired by the passion and energy 
shown by charities in their response to the crisis 
and are thankful that vulnerable people in Merton 
and Wandsworth have received such incredible 
support from our local voluntary sector.

At the beginning of 2020, we spent time 
developing an enhanced articulation of the 
Foundation’s purpose and approach, and are 
proud to launch our new mission statement, 
‘Championing Opportunity for All’. In light of the 
pandemic and the unequal impact of the virus 
on society, this statement has never felt more 
relevant. As the illustration overleaf shows, 
we do this through awarding grants (ranging 
from one-off  to multi-year agreements), making 
donations and through programmes such as 
the Wimbledon Junior Tennis Initiative.

We have always strived to be more than just 
a funder, however. We endeavour to build 
collaborative relationships with our charity and 
community partners, recognising and respecting 
the expertise and knowledge they bring to the 
table, listening to their needs and considering 
how we can best support them to help people, 
raise awareness of their work and achieve their 
goals. Our monitoring processes actively request 
feedback on the way we work which we very much 
welcome in order to help us improve our approach. 

We continually try to build on the in-kind support 
we are able to off er benefi ciary organisations, 
such as training opportunities, bespoke visits and 
tours, or the donation of equipment and goods, 
although of course the pandemic has restricted these 
activities in the past months. We look forward to when 
we’re able to welcome community groups once again 
to the All England Club. 

While a signifi cant proportion of our work continues 
to take place locally, we are increasingly expanding 
our reach nationally and internationally. We were 
thrilled to launch our fi rst national programme in 
June 2020 in partnership with the Youth Sport Trust. 
Set for Success is designed to help young people 
facing a range of challenges in their lives to develop 
life and leadership skills through sport, coaching 
and volunteering opportunities. 

Internationally, we continue to develop our 
partnerships with WaterAid and Magic Bus who 
undertake such important work helping to improve 
the health and livelihoods of those living in 
disadvantaged communities around the world. 
Lockdown forced the Livelihood Centre we support in 
Delhi to close from April to September, but Magic Bus 
took their training online and, despite the challenges, 
helped more than 100 young people into work. 

Like all funders we face diffi  cult decisions going 
forwards on how best to use our resources to aid 
recovery eff orts but with the experience of our 
Board of Trustees, our partners and staff  team, 
together with strong backing from the All England Club 
and The Championships, we will continue to use our 
collective strength to make a positive diff erence 
to people’s lives.

Helen Parker
Head of Foundation 



WHO WE DO IT WITH

HOW WE DO IT

Local partners National partners International partners

Programmes 

We deliver programmes
 and projects.

Funding 

We provide grants and 
fi nancial support.

In-kind 

We donate resources such as 
physical gifts and use of facilities.

Ongoing support

We work collaboratively with our partners in our aspiration to be more than 
just a funder. 

WHAT WE DO

Strengthen our 
local community

Tackling social 
disadvantage in 
Merton and 
Wandsworth.

Respond in times 
of need

Making a diff erence 
to those facing 
adversity.

Inspire the next 
generation

Creating 
opportunities for 
young people to learn 
valuable skills for life.

Promote healthy 
and active lives

Advancing good 
mental and physical 
health for all.

The Wimbledon Foundation 
uses the collective strength 
of The All England Club and 
The Championships to make 
a positive diff erence to 
people’s lives.

OUR MISSION

Championing 
opportunity 
for all
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TOTAL  £2,256,000*
*Grant fund totals have been rounded to the nearest £1,000.

£200,000
Health & Wellbeing Fund

£225,000
WaterAid Partnership

£63,000
Get Set, Get Active Fund

£45,000
Ticket Resale Fund

Inspiring 
the next 
generation

£117,000
Set for Success £38,000

Ticket resale Fund

£90,000
Magic Bus 
Partnership

Promoting 
healthy and 
active lives
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SUMMARY OF GRANTS AND DONATIONS 
AWARDED IN FINANCIAL YEAR 2019/20

KEY HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2019/20

No. of grants and donations awarded: Value of grants and donations awarded:

179 £2,256,000
on 2018/1961% on 2018/1987%

Strengthening 
our local 
community

£62,000
Community Fund

£122,000
Ticket Resale Fund

£750,000
Coronavirus Fund

£21,000
Other donations

£77,000
Homelessness Fund

£100,000
Emergency Relief Fund

Responding 
in times 
of need

10



13

Responding in 
times of need
Making a diff erence to those 
facing adversity

12



1 .  GRANTS AWARDED TO HELP 
MEET IMMEDIATE NEEDS

Ace of Clubs

Meals and support for 
homeless people

Age UK Merton

Essential supplies and wellbeing 
support for older people

Age UK Wandsworth

Essential supplies and wellbeing 
support for older people

City Harvest

Redistributing food to the 
community

Commonside Community 
Development Trust

Food and support for people 
in need

Fareshare

Redistributing food to the 
community

Give it Your Max

Care packages for families 

Glass Door

Essential supplies for 
homeless people

Katherine Low Settlement

Supplies and telephone support 
for people in need

Learn to Love to Read

Reading resources for families 

Leonard Cheshire Disability

Essential supplies for disabled 
and older people

Merton Music Foundation 

Music sessions for children

15
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Responding to COVID-19
—
Following the cancellation of The Championships 
on 1 April, the Foundation joined together with the 
Club and The Championships maximising the collective 
strength of the organisation’s facilities, resources and 
charitable giving to aid the COVID-19 response and 
recovery eff orts across society.

The Foundation established a £1.2m 
Coronavirus Fund with a focus on 
addressing the immediate needs 
of those most severely aff ected 
by the pandemic including people 
living with disabilities, minority and 
disadvantaged communities, older 
people and those who are homeless; 
helping children, young people and 
families, and supporting mental health 
and wellbeing. By the end of July, 
£750,000 had been awarded to local 
and national charities and community 
organisations.

Merton & Wandsworth via 
the London Community 
Response Fund 

Merton & Wandsworth

Pan-London

National

Coronavirus Fund giving by location

£200k

£350k

£100k

£100k

TOTAL£750k

14



“”

Funding like this has enabled us to increase the size 
of the food parcels we provide. Each delivery is now a 

seven-day supply of food. We have been able to purchase 
new equipment to facilitate our new centralised delivery 

model and increase the capacity of our team – both things 
we wouldn’t have been able to do without kind 

donations like yours.

DAN FRITH, WANDSWORTH FOODBANK

Age UK Wandsworth used 
their grant towards delivering 
emergency food parcels and 
befriending phone calls to 
support self-isolated older 
individuals in Wandsworth during 
the fi rst lockdown. Over a 13-week 
period, Age UK delivered 3,573 
food parcels and supported 450 
residents with regular telephone 
calls. Wandsworth resident 
Robbie said, “At the beginning 
of this terrible virus, I wondered 
how I was going to manage but 
thanks to the help of Age UK 
Wandsworth, I feel I can cope.”

+
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Merton Voluntary Service Council

Merton Giving Fund

Regenerate

Community boxes for families 
in need

Richmond and Wandsworth 
Council

Wandsworth Grant Fund 
(COVID-19 grants)

Share Community

Meals for vulnerable people

South London Refugee 
Association

Online wellbeing and 
support sessions

St George’s Hospital Charity

Care packages and support for 
key workers and patients

Sustainable Merton

Food and support for people 
in need

Wandsworth Foodbank 
(Junction Community Trust)

Food and support for people 
in need

Western Lodge

Essential supplies for 
homeless people

Wimbledon & Putney Common 
Conservators

Maintaining safe outdoor spaces

Wimbledon Guild

Food packages and support 
for older people

Wimbledon Foodbank

Food and support for people 
in need

Wimbledon Society (One Man 
Went to Mow)

Maintaining community
green space

YMCA St Paul’s Group (Merton 
Winter Night Shelter)

Essential supplies for 
homeless people

RESPONDING TO COVID-19

In April 2020, there was an 
89% increase in the number of 
emergency food parcels given 
out by foodbanks in the Trussell 
Trust network (which includes 
Wandsworth and Wimbledon 
Foodbanks), compared with 
April 2019.

89% 50% 1,000
Over 50% of people using 
foodbanks in the Trussell Trust 
network at the start of the 
pandemic had never needed 
one before. 

During April 2020, Wandsworth 
Foodbank provided more than 
1,000 emergency food parcels 
to local people in crisis (more 
than twice the number in April 
2019). Wimbledon Foodbank 
experienced more than six times 
the demand, providing 2,125 
parcels compared with 346 in 
2019. (Trussell Trust UK)

16



COVID-19 brought new 
challenges to families that were 
already struggling. A grant to 
Home-Start Wandsworth has 
enabled them to provide one-
to-one support, by telephone 
and online, and activity packs 
to families with young children 
helping them to feel less isolated 
and better able to cope with the 
challenges faced. One mother 
said, “I don’t know how to thank 
you. My volunteer has done so 
many things for my son and me. 
I am feeling less alone.”

85% of the parents supported by 
Home-Start Merton have ongoing 
mental ill-health and for some, 
COVID-19 has added to their 
anxieties and stress levels. 
The Foundation’s grant has 
paid for a specialist counsellor 
to provide one-hour weekly 
counselling support to some 
of the parents who have been 
particularly struggling during 
the pandemic. 

The Dons Local Action Group (AFC 
Wimbledon Foundation) has brought 
local communities together across 
south-west London and off ered 
support for a range of needs faced 
by families and vulnerable people, 
including digital exclusion. By 
harnessing the support of 1,500 
volunteers during a six-month 
period, the Dons Local Action Group 
has delivered 37,500 weekly food 
boxes to local households across 
Merton, Kingston and Wandsworth, 
donated 87,500 food boxes to local 
organisations and charities, and 
donated more than 800 laptop and 
tablets to children via local schools.
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2 .  GRANTS AWARDED TO SUPPORT CHILDREN, 
YOUNG PEOPLE AND FAMILIES

AFC Wimbledon Foundation

Summer scheme for young 
people living on disadvantaged 
housing estates

Battersea Arts Centre

Creative play kits for children 
in need

Carers Support Merton

Online activities and support 
for young carers

Hearts & Minds

Mental health and employability 
support for young people

Home-Start Merton

Support and counselling for 
families in need

Home-Start Wandsworth

Emotional and practical support 
for families in need

JAGS Foundation

Meals and cooking classes for 
individuals and families in need

Jigsaw4u

Support and activities for 
vulnerable children transitioning 
to secondary school

Little Village

Clothing, toys and equipment for 
families in need

Linden Lodge Charitable Trust

Essential supplies and support for 
disabled children

Mitcham Town Community Trust

Educational activities for children 

Polka Theatre 

Digital arts and wellbeing 
workshops for primary aged 
children

Providence House Youth Club

Creative arts workshops and 
youth support services

Wimbledon Civic Theatre Trust

Performance and digital skills 
workshops for young people

RESPONDING TO COVID-19
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Supporting the mental health and wellbeing 
of frontline staff  and keyworkers has also 
been a priority with donations made to 
NHS Charities Together, St George’s Hospital 
Charity and The Royal Foundation’s Our 
Frontline initiative, designed to ensure 
access to vital mental health resources and 
support for those working on the frontline 
during the pandemic.

O�  the Record provided free telephone and online 
counselling for 11–25-year-olds during lockdown and 
developed their website to become an online platform 
targeted entirely at young people, making their services 
easier and less daunting to access and sharing positive 
mental health content. Off  the Record also used their grant 
from the Foundation to increase engagement among 
young minority communities. Working with barber shops 
in Merton, Off  the Record held Trim n’ Grin sessions where 
young men could have a free hair cut while having 
a conversation about their mental health. “I feel boosted 
and fresh” said one young man while another said, 
“I feel invincible like nothing can stop me.” 

During lockdown, CDARS realised that accessing food was 
a real challenge for many of their benefi ciaries, in part due 
to the fact that they are isolated from their community, 
cannot rely on neighbours or loved ones for their basic 
needs or lack essential cooking equipment. A grant of 
£10,000 from our Coronavirus Fund enabled CDARS to 
set up a Community Kitchen, which cooked and delivered 
more than 3,500 home-cooked meals during the summer 
months. Working with a professional nutritionist, CDARS 
designed and prepared meals that support people’s 
mental health recovery and can help boost their immune 
system. One benefi ciary said, “I have had no money for 
three days and won’t get any for four more. Without 
this food delivery, I would not be able to eat this week.” 
CDARS is now hoping to evolve the project by creating 
apprenticeship opportunities for their benefi ciaries who 
are looking for employment and are trialling cooking 
classes to help others to acquire basic cooking skills. 

+

+

21

R
es

p
o

nd
in

g
 in

 ti
m

es
 

o
f n

ee
d

3 .  GRANTS AWARDED TO SUPPORT 
MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING

43% of 13–18-year-olds and 
50% of 19–24-year-olds report 
feeling more anxious during 
the pandemic. (COVID-19 
Psychological Research 
Consortium)

43% 50%
A report released in June by 
mental health charity Mind 
reported that more than half 
of adults and over two thirds 
of young people said that their 
mental health had declined during 
the period of lockdown from 
early April to mid-May.

CARAS 

Digital support for isolated 
refugees and asylum seekers

Catch22

Emotional health counselling 
in schools

Community Drug and Alcohol 
Recovery Services (CDARS)

Meals and support for people 
with recovery plans

Free2B Alliance

Support and advice for LGBTQ+ 
young people

Merton Vision

Essential supplies and 
counselling for blind and visually 
impaired people

O�  the Record Youth Counselling

Mental health support for 
young people

Regenerate

Mentoring support for 
young people

Sound Minds 

Mental health support and 
music sessions for under 25s

The Royal Foundation

Support for mental health 
of frontline services 

Thrive Society For 
Horticultural Therapy

Therapeutic gardening 
activities for disabled people

Wandsworth Community 
Empowerment Network

Information and support to 
voluntary, community and 
faith groups on the frontline

RESPONDING TO COVID-19
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Rackets Cubed

Community boxes for families 
in need

South London Tamil 
Welfare Group

Guidance and advice to people 
from the local Tamil community

SPEAR

Support for rough sleepers and 
people at risk of homelessness

STORM Family Centre

Group art therapy classes and 
one-to-one counselling sessions

The Spires Centre

Essential supplies and meals for 
homeless people

Uptown Youth Services

Activities and support for 
young people 

Wandsworth Community 
Empowerment Network

Information and advice workers to 
support local community groups 

Women of Wandsworth

Food parcels for older 
people living in sheltered 
accommodation 

“”

I was starving for about a week, 
with no job and no money coming in 
I had no food. I developed anxiety 

and came to the point I need to contact 
my GP as I was so weak and didn’t 
know what to do. They contacted 
Association for Polish Family and 

they delivered emergency food parcel 
within hours and put me on weekly 

delivery. They saved my life.

ADAM
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LONDON COMMUNITY RESPONSE FUND

The Wimbledon 
Foundation contributed 
£200,000 to the London 
Community Foundation’s 
Coronavirus Appeal, 
which was distributed via 
the London Community 
Response Fund (LCRF). 
This collaboration 
between funders enables 
charities to apply for 
funding through one 
portal and funders to 
respond quickly to need. 

 22nd Wimbledon 
Scout Group

Resources and equipment 
to reopen safely

AFC Wimbledon Foundation

Food and essential supplies for 
people in need

Age UK Wandsworth

Essential supplies and support 
for older people

Aspire2inspire Dyslexia

Support for adults with dyslexia

Association for Polish Family

Advice and information services 
for Polish and Eastern European 
communities

Caius House

Positive activities for 
Year 11 students

Carers Support Merton

Outreach and group activities 
for young carers

Colliers Wood Community 
Association

Support of the Colliers Wood 
Help Hub

Endeavour Club

Activities and educational 
support for children

FAST London

Socio-emotional support for 
young people 

Home-Start Merton

Support and counselling for 
families in need

Home-Start Wandsworth

Essential support for families 
in need

Inner Strength Network 

Support sessions for vulnerable 
girls and women

Katherine Low Settlement

Summer project for young people 
from refugee backgrounds

May Project Gardens CIC

Physical and mental health 
support for young people

Merton Vineyard Church

Essential supplies for families 
in need

Merton Vision

Counselling for blind and visually 
impaired people

Positive Network 
Community Project

Outreach support for 
older members of minority 
communities

Organisations supported via LCRF:

RESPONDING TO COVID-19
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GIFTS IN KIND

Following the 
cancellation of 
The Championships, 
items that were no 
longer required such 
as medical equipment, 
toiletries, towels, tennis 
balls and strawberries 
were donated to charities 
and local organisations 
including St George’s 
Hospital Charity, 
local care homes 
and homelessness 
charities SPEAR and 
The Spires Centre. 

More than 25,000 
Championships towels were 
donated to charities including: 
the British Red Cross for their 
refugee projects; homelessness 
charity Crisis for their members 
who have been housed during 
the pandemic, but who lack basic 
household items that many of us 
take for granted; and the Hygiene 
Bank, a community initiative 
that gives hygiene, personal 
care and household cleaning 
products to those in need 
across the UK. 

The clothing has been donated 
to local charities and three 
employability charities – Dress for 
Success, Smart Works and Suited 
& Booted – who support men and 
women back into the workplace 
by providing free suitable 
workwear as well as coaching 
and mentoring.

“ Dress for Success supports 
women in building their 
confi dence and self-worth to 
enable them to succeed to 
employment. We assist over 
1,000 women each year and 
have an 80% success rate of 
women gaining employment. 
Without donations such as this, 
Dress for Success would simply 
not be able to carry out this vital 
support.” 

  FIONNUALA SHANNON, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF DRESS FOR SUCCESS 
GREATER LONDON

“ To be able to distribute such 
a beautiful quality item to the 
users of the Hygiene Bank was 
a real pleasure. Someone told 
me that they had never been 
able to aff ord a brand-new towel 
before, relying instead on those 
they could fi nd in charity shops. 
A huge thank you for bringing a 
bit of luxury to people’s lives, at 
a time when there is not much to 
be cheerful about.” 

  COUNCILLOR KATE KNIGHT, MOULSECOOMB 
& BEVENDEAN WARD, BRIGHTON AND HOVE

As part of their own response to the 
pandemic, Ralph Lauren, offi  cial 
outfi tter of The Championships, 
generously donated 100% of 
the net purchase price of every 
product from their Wimbledon 
2020 collection to the Wimbledon 
Foundation. In addition, Ralph 
Lauren donated more than 4,000 
items of clothing for projects 
supported by the Foundation. 
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WINGFIELD KITCHEN

At the end of May, the All England 
Club’s Wingfi eld Kitchen began 
producing up to 200 meals a day to 
help provide a hot, nutritious meal 
to those most in need within Merton 
and Wandsworth. 

Distributed by City Harvest, more than 25 diff erent local 
organisations and community groups have benefi tted 
from the meals with one third going to people who are 
homeless. In September, the Foundation committed 
to funding this provision until Christmas tying in with 
its support of local foodbanks and organisations 
supporting vulnerable people with food in diff erent 
ways across Merton and Wandsworth. In December, 
the Foundation extended this support through the 
Christmas period to the spring of 2021.

RESPONDING TO COVID-19

“”

Receiving food from the All England 
Club has been amazing and helped us 
keep residents safe and fed. Many of 
the estate’s residents, especially the 
elderly, have been afraid to go out, 

couldn’t get to the foodbank or 
wouldn’t even open their door 

because of concerns about being 
scammed. We’ve been able to keep 
an eye on vulnerable residents and 

build relationships by o� ering meals 
from the All England Club. Many large 
families on the estate have struggled 
to feed their children and again the 
fresh and tasty meals have provided 

a lifeline for them.

WIMBLEDON PARK HOUSING ESTATE
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Glass Door

Glass Door used their fi rst tranche of funding to 
develop a new shelter administration system and 
recruit two new support staff  reducing pressure on 
their front-line staff  and enabling them to focus on 
guests. Lucy Abrahams, CEO of Glass Door said, 
“These dedicated roles mean that we can further 
develop our services and partnerships and improve 
the effi  ciency of our processes which is particularly 
important as we continue to grow to meet the demand 
for our help. Our new administration system is making 
a signifi cant diff erence by streamlining processes and 
integrating information across both our night shelter 
and casework services. Core funding can be much 
harder to secure so we are particularly grateful for this 
multi-year grant which helps us to plan forwards with 
confi dence and direct more unrestricted funds 
towards our front-line services.”

Ace of Clubs

The grant to Ace of Clubs enabled them to rethink 
and redirect the many services they provide to rough 
sleepers. In addition to existing services, including 
client caseworking, a clothing store and laundry, 
an in-house nurse and educational courses, Ace of 
Clubs have introduced an open-access food takeaway 
service and foodbank service. They have also been able 
to allocate a caseworker to oversee volunteers and 
provide pastoral support. 

The Spires Centre

The Spires Centre purchased new laptop computers so 
that staff  can: work remotely, record information and 
better support service users; trial a new IT system; and 
develop new partnerships with local organisations. 
Nigel Carpenter, Chief Executive of The Spires Centre 
said, “For a charity the size of Spires, core funding gives 
us a level of security that enables us to plan strategically 
and take the time to develop new partnerships that will 
add value to our own service as well as developing new 
services that benefi t service users.”

Western Lodge

A one-year grant to Western Lodge enabled them to 
install a small shower room and create a bedroom for 
emergency referrals of homeless men.

ANDY’S STORY

“Two years ago, my life fell apart. I 
was a victim of domestic violence 
and suddenly found myself without 
a job, house, car and family. I feared 
for my life, so I had to leave my 
hometown and started living on 
the streets as well as sleeping on 
people’s sofas. My mental health 
deteriorated, and I had to go 
through tough divorce proceedings. 
I was close to ending my life. But 
then I found SPEAR and they have 
helped me turn my life around. Last 
month I moved from a hostel into 
my own home. I still can’t believe it. 
This would not have been possible 
without them. This Christmas was 
diffi  cult, because it was a reminder 
of when my world came crashing 
down. But SPEAR is there to help me 
through the tough days.”

people in Merton and 
Wandsworth have been 
helped by the homelessness 
charities supported by 
A Roof for All.

7,730
+
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A Roof for All
—
Using funds raised by The No.1 Court Celebration 
held in May 2019, A Roof for All is providing multi-year 
grants to four homelessness charities operating in 
Merton and Wandsworth and a one-year grant 
to Western Lodge in Tooting. 

This funding is helping each organisation to increase their capacity through 
investment in strategic personnel and digital systems meaning they are better 
placed to support vulnerable people off  the streets and towards healthy and 
positive futures. This investment could not have been more timely given the 
enormous challenges the pandemic has presented this year.

SPEAR

SPEAR used their fi rst year of funding to invest 
in a new database and staff  training. Liz Griffi  ths, 
Head of Trust Fundraising at SPEAR said, 
“The Wimbledon Foundation’s generous funding 
is having a far-reaching impact on the quality 
and eff ectiveness of the work that we do. 
A new database may sound dry but actually 
it’s brilliant because it means we can better 
measure homelessness locally and by sharing this 
information with local councils we can identify 
gaps which will ultimately reduce rough sleeping.” 
SPEAR also used the funding to train their staff  to 
better respond to clients’ needs. The introduction 
of an Outcomes Star (a case work tool) is helping 
clients to identify what changes they want to 
achieve and staff  use the Star to recognise 
progress and motivate people. Griffi  ths says, 
“We are able to better consult with the people we 
support and we’re using that feedback to improve 
the way we work which in turn helps people to be 
empowered and as independent as possible.”
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TICKET RESALE FUND

In recognition of the integral role members of 
the armed forces and emergency services play 
as Service Stewards at The Championships, 
donations totalling £250,000 from the Ticket 
Resale Fund were made to ABF The Soldiers’ 
Charity, the Metropolitan & City Police 
Orphans Fund, the Royal Air Force Benevolent 
Fund, the Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
Charity and The Fire Fighters Charity.

When ex-fi refi ghter Roger Pugh’s wife 
of nearly 50 years died after a short 
illness, he was devastated. Roger began 
attending the charity’s fi rst Living Well 
group last autumn and is now a familiar 
face at the monthly meetings. “I think 
it’s excellent,” he says. “Everybody I 
know who goes to it looks forward to 
each meeting. We talk about the old 
days, have a laugh and a joke, or listen 
to lectures with a serious side.” Roger 
says the group also helps ease some 
of the loneliness he has felt since his 
wife passed away: “The group gives 
something to look forward to each 
month,” he says. “It helps you stay 
connected and keeps the brain going.”

ROGER’S STORY

The donation to The Fire 
Fighters Charity supports their 
Living Well social groups, which 
help to prevent loneliness and 
social isolation amongst their 
retired population. 

The Honorary Stewards at The Championships 
are invited to nominate benefi ciary 
charities and following The Championships 
2019, donations were made to Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy and Marie Curie 
Cancer Care. Donations were also made to 
Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation for Disabled 
People, The Prince’s Trust, The Ruth Strauss 
Foundation and The Royal Foundation.
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Emergency Relief Fund
—
At the beginning of 2020, the Foundation established 
an Emergency Relief Fund to provide support for 
those aff ected by emergencies, both internationally 
and in the UK. A donation of £100,000 to the British 
Red Cross was shared between their Disaster Fund and 
their newly formed Hardship Fund, created in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Disaster Fund enables the British 
Red Cross to respond to an emergency 
immediately after it hits; to help anyone, 
anywhere in the world, and to bring rapid relief 
to those aff ected whether it’s essentials like 
food, shelter and healthcare, or other forms of 
support such as helping communities rebuild 
their livelihoods. In 2020, the Disaster Fund 
provided support to those aff ected by the 
devastating explosion in Beirut and to those 
whose homes and livelihoods were destroyed 
by the worst fl ooding in decades in Sudan. 

COVID-19 disproportionately impacted those 
already vulnerable or fi nancially insecure 
such as young people, low-paid workers and 
minority groups, including refugees and 
people seeking asylum. The Hardship Fund 
is helping to provide a safety net from the 
economic impacts of COVID-19 and help those 
with no current access to income, savings, 
or fi nancial support meet their basic needs.

“”

We know that people are struggling fi nancially 
right now, and we are very grateful to the 

Wimbledon Foundation for donating to the 
Hardship Fund to help support the people most 

fi nancially impacted by coronavirus.

ALEX FRASER, UK DIRECTOR REFUGEE SUPPORT 
& RESTORING FAMILY LINKS, BRITISH RED CROSS
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Strengthening 
our local community
Tackling social disadvantage 
in Merton and Wandsworth
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For Brian CIC 

To provide individual, person-
centred consultations for people 
with young onset dementia 
and their families in Merton and 
Wandsworth in their own homes.

Little Village 

Towards a new drop-in in 
Roehampton off ering clothes, 
toys and equipment, such as 
buggies and cots, for families 
living in poverty with babies 
and pre-school children, as 
well as providing volunteering 
opportunities for 20 local people.

Providence House Youth Club 

Towards funding creative 
facilitators to train young people 
from disadvantaged backgrounds 
to perform in a show celebrating 
youth talent. 

TICKET RESALE FUND

Wimbledon’s well-established Ticket 
Resale scheme raised over £384,000 for the 
Wimbledon Foundation at The Championships 
2019. Donations from the Ticket Resale Fund 
were made in the autumn of 2019 to support 
charities in line with our four long-term goals.

In our local community, support continued 
for two homeless shelters over the winter 
of 2019 – Glass Door in Wandsworth and 
the YMCA Merton Winter Night Shelter. 

Sen Talk CIC 

To fund a support worker to 
run two clubs for 24 weeks for 
children and young people with 
autism or ADHD plus four one-
to-one sessions a week. 

Stem4 

Towards funding a conference for 
200 parents and carers raising 
awareness of adolescent mental 
health issues, highlighting how to 
spot the early signs of mental ill-
health and signposting support.

Support Through Court 

Towards the provision of support 
sessions at Wandsworth County 
Court for disadvantaged people 
who are faced with having to 
represent themselves in court.

The Salvation Army – 
Mitcham Corps 

To fund up to six counselling 
sessions at The Link Café in 
Morden for each of 12 women 
who have left an abusive partner.

Wandsworth Mediation Service 

To fund a programme of six 
confl ict resolution training 
workshops for residents living 
around the Ackroydon Estate 
plus free follow-up advice, 
signposting, confl ict coaching 
and mediation for participants.

Women of Wandsworth 

Towards an annual programme 
of fortnightly free lunches for 
residents of two Battersea 
sheltered housing schemes. 

Run in partnership with local faith groups and 
by volunteers, the shelters provide a warm, 
dry place to sleep, a hot meal and support in 
getting people back on their feet. 

Other local charities to receive donations 
included Faith in Action, the Mayor of 
Merton’s Charities, the Mayor of Wandsworth’s 
Charities, St George’s Hospital Charity and 
Mitcham Town Community Trust.
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Community Fund
—
The Foundation’s Community Fund, administered in 
conjunction with the London Community Foundation, 
awards grants to projects helping to meet social needs 
and reduce inequalities in our neighbouring boroughs 
of Merton and Wandsworth. 

was distributed in grants 
to 15 projects addressing poverty, 
disadvantage and isolation, 
improving education and 
training, increasing employability 
and encouraging community 
cohesion. The second round of 
the Community Fund, due to be 
awarded in the spring of 2020, 
was reallocated to the London 
Community Response Fund, 
a collaboration of more than 
60 funders providing 
emergency funding during 
the pandemic.

Projects awarded grants in 
fi nancial year 2019/20

Battersea Befriending Network 

To fund a Mental Health Liaison 
Offi  cer for six months to support 
and facilitate 20 befriending 
matches and relationships as 
well as undertaking capacity 
building and service improvement 
activities for the organisation.

Battersea Community 
Gardeners CIC 

To deliver and expand a weekly 
community gardening project at 
St George’s Hospital for people 
living with HIV in Merton and 
Wandsworth.

Create (Arts) Limited 

To provide 16 creative arts 
workshops bringing 10–15 
older people together at 
Merton Dementia Hub enabling 
individual and group expression, 
culminating in a sharing of 
their work.

Ethnic Minority Centre 

To run creative problem-solving 
maths and wellbeing classes over 
26 weeks for 30 adults aged 
over 50.

Filmanthropy 

To fund a 30-hour multimedia 
citizen journalism course for 
15 young people aged 13–18 
culminating in the launch of a 
youth-produced online magazine.

Food for Life Wandsworth 

To run a programme of four 
‘learning how to cook healthy 
meals for under £1’ workshops, 
each for 20 disadvantaged 
people, aimed at reducing food 
poverty, tackling isolation, 
improving wellbeing, and 
facilitating volunteering 
opportunities for previous 
workshop participants.

£63,000
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Promoting healthy 
and active lives
Advancing good mental and 
physical health for all
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Free2B Alliance

Free2B Alliance supports young 
people who identify as LGBTQ+ 
and their parents by empowering 
them to work collaboratively to 
deliver awareness training and 
challenge homophobia, biphobia 
and transphobia. Their project is 
providing one-to-one mentoring 
support to LGBTQ+ young people 
via Merton and Wandsworth 
secondary schools as well as 
within the community creating 
positive social connections and 
improving the emotional wellbeing 
of LGBTQ+ young people.

Merton Vision

Merton Vision provides support 
and services to people living with 
visual impairment and sight loss 
in Merton. A designated support 
worker is engaging younger 
people of working age who have 
lost their sight by providing 
one-to-one meetings to identify 
individual needs and supporting 
individuals to access coaching, 
counselling, life and employment 
skills, mobility support, specialist 
IT equipment and social groups.

O�  the Record Youth 
Counselling

Off  the Record is a charity 
that has been providing free, 
professional support to young 
people in Croydon, Sutton, 
and most recently Merton 
over the last 25 years. Their 
project provides face-to-face 
and online counselling and a 
weekly mental health drop-in 
for 18–25-year-olds in Merton, 
tackling a gap in mental health 
services provision.
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Health & Wellbeing Fund
—
The Foundation’s Health & Wellbeing Fund is 
supporting nine charities with funding over three years. 
Currently in its second year, charities were awarded 
a total of almost £600,000 for projects that improve 
the health and wellbeing of local residents.

of the adult population of Merton 
and Wandsworth have a common 
mental health disorder (Joint 
Strategic Needs Assessment).

14–16% CARAS (Community Action for 
Refugees and Asylum Seekers)

CARAS is a community outreach 
charity that supports people 
of refugee and asylum-seeking 
background who live in south-
west London. Their project is 
providing tailored support for 
refugees and asylum seekers who 
are in care or are care leavers, 
including fi nancial literacy, mental 
health and wellbeing support, 
and routes to employment.

Catch22

Catch22’s overarching goal is 
to reduce the use and impact 
of substances on individuals 
and the wider community by 
supporting young people aged 24 
and under. Catch22 is delivering 
school-based counselling aimed 
at children and young people 
aged 11 to 16 who have been 
identifi ed as requiring a one-to-
one intervention for a range of 
emotional health issues and/or as 
part of dealing with the impact of 
substance misuse in their family.

Community Drug and Alcohol 
Recovery Services (CDARS)

CDARS aims to improve the lives 
of vulnerable people by providing 
psychological, emotional and 
practical support to people 
experiencing substance misuse 
and those experiencing or at 
risk of mental health crisis. The 
Culture + Diversity = Cohesion 
(CDC) Programme is delivering 
a series of events open to the 
local community as well as 
weekly activities in the Sunshine 
Recovery Cafe to showcase the 
talent of customers, to improve 
their wellness, to celebrate 
culture and diversity, and to lift 
the stigma of mental health by 
bringing people together.

Life expectancy is 9.3 years lower 
for men and 4.5 years lower for 
women in the most deprived 
areas of Wandsworth than in 
the least deprived areas (Joint 
Strategic Needs Assessment)
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Regenerate

Regenerate works with young people and families 
in Roehampton and estates across London, helping 
transform lives and communities from the inside out. 
Their Get Focused mentoring programme is supporting 
disadvantaged young people aged 11–18 to grow in 
confi dence and improve their emotional and social 
capabilities by listening to them about their lives, providing 
role models and opportunities for personal development.

Thrive (Society for Horticultural Therapy)

Thrive uses gardening to bring about positive changes 
in the lives of people living with disabilities or ill health, 
or who are isolated, disadvantaged or vulnerable. 
Their Social and Therapeutic Horticulture Programme 
is enabling those living with life-changing health 
conditions and disabilities to experience the joy of 
gardening, build new friendships and increase social 
networks, and build confi dence to regain or maintain 
an active, healthy and independent life.

Wandsworth Community Empowerment 
Network (WCEN)

WCEN aims to identify and support local community 
networks to be part of public service decision-making 
forums and to become active co-producers of services 
most needed by communities. Through a programme 
of creative workshops and links to opportunities in the 
community, black and minority ethnic young people 
will develop core life skills such as confi dence building, 
self-esteem, advocacy, fi nancial management 
and self-care. 

WCEN are using the funding to run a programme of 
workshops called Black Minds Matter, helping young 
people to develop core life skills such as confi dence-
building, self-esteem, advocacy, fi nancial management 
and self-care. One participant said, “I have not only learnt 
life skills but how to manage my mental health as a young 
black man, especially in a society where ethnic minorities 
discount its severity. It boosted my confi dence to step into 
any environment and make my presence known and it has 
helped me become more aware of issues within society 
and more importantly taught me I can make a diff erence.”
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HEALTH & WELLBEING FUND
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Projects in Merton awarded grants in fi nancial year 2019/20

Attic Theatre Company 

To run dance and movement workshops 
for older people in Mitcham

Cardiac Exercise Club 

To run group exercise sessions for those with 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

Colliers Wood Little League 

To run inclusive football sessions for girls 
aged 4–13 years 

Commonside Community 
Development Trust

To run an after-school programme for 
pupils aged 7–13 years to encourage 
participation in sport and positive 
social relationships

Ethnic Minority Centre 

To run swimming sessions for older people 
from minority communities

Fusion - Merton Multicultural Group 

To run tai chi, reggaecise and badminton 
sessions for older people

Merton Sports and Social Club for 
the Visually Impaired 

To run swimming sessions for visually 
impaired people

Mitcham Cricket Club 

Towards volunteer training to increase 
the number of cricket sessions for young 
players in Mitcham

Quick Start Hockey 

To run after-school hockey sessions 
for children in Merton

South London Tamil Welfare Group 

To run chair-based exercise classes for 
older people from the Tamil community

Squash Squared 

To run after-school squash sessions and 
academic tutoring for children in Merton

Tennis for Free 

To run coach-led community tennis sessions 
in Merton

Unique Talent CIC 

To run taekwondo sessions and rehabilitative 
mentoring for young people in Mitcham

Wimbledon & District Woodcraft Folk 

To run a rollerblading club for young people

Wimbledon Guild 

To provide specialist exercise classes for 
people recovering from stroke
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Get Set, Get Active Fund
—
Aimed at helping local people of all ages and abilities 
to improve their physical and mental wellbeing, 
the Get Set, Get Active Fund awarded grants totalling 
£65,000 to 29 groups and clubs active in the boroughs 
of Merton and Wandsworth in 2020.

The funding, which 
covered items such as 
equipment, coaching fees 
and venue hire, helped to 
increase opportunities 
for people in the local 
community to take part 
in exercise, try diff erent 
activities and meet new 
people. An additional 
£30,000 was awarded 
to two school sports 
projects in Merton and 
Wandsworth.

of adults in Merton and 52.5% of adults in 
Wandsworth are overweight or obese 
(Public Health England 2018/2019)

Despite being one of the greenest boroughs 
in London, only 16.5% of Merton’s population 
use outdoor space for exercise/health reasons 
(Joint Strategic Needs Assessment, Merton)

activity sessions with 
849 participants

people with a 
disability taking part 
in sport or physical 
activity

hours of sports and 
physical activities

Funding awarded by the Get Set, Get Active Fund in the 
fi nancial year 2018/19 for activities taking place in 2019/20 
contributed to more than:

55%

16.5%

994 370 1,197
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Black Asian Minority Ethnic Voice (BAMEVOICE) used 
their grant to run weekly drumming and health sessions 
for older people from black, Asian and minority ethnic 
groups. One attendee said, “When I lost my leg through an 
amputation brought about by my diabetes, I felt worthless, 
and all I wanted to do was sleep to blot out the pain and 
loneliness I felt. It took a few sessions to realise that others in 
the group all had issues they were dealing with.” After a few 
weeks of Bongo drum exercises, she said, “My shoulders 
felt less stiff  and I could cut up things quicker than before. 
I am now exercising in my wheelchair and on the bed and I 
feel much better. The drums made me remember my home 
country and there were others from where I came from so 
we had a laugh about the good old days.”

Islamic Culture & Education Centre started a fi tness class 
at Battersea Mosque with their grant providing a safe 
space for women to exercise and socialise. Fatima is an 
Indian Muslim who wears a niqab and is a single mother 
with no support. She suff ers from an underactive thyroid 
and arthritis in her knee. When Fatima heard that Fitwell 
was a woman-only fi tness and wellbeing group she started 
attending and has attended almost every session since. 
Fatima said, “I never thought I would enjoy exercise, but 
it is now the highlight of my week.” With 35 women now 
attending and the sessions continuing online during 
lockdown, project leader Karena said, “Fitwell has become 
more than just a fi tness and wellbeing session. It is also a 
general support structure to woman like Fatima.”

TICKET RESALE FUND

Ticket Resale Fund donations were made to charities 
promoting healthy and active lives including Bright Ideas 
for Tennis, Fields in Trust and The Dan Maskell Tennis Trust.

+

+
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Projects in Wandsworth awarded grants in fi nancial year 2019/20

Active Living Support CIC 

To provide boxing, boxercise 
and fi tness sessions for disabled 
people in Wandsworth

Afro-Brazilian Arts & Cultural 
Exchange Institute 

To run Capoeira sessions for 
young people

Autumn Rose Club 

To run exercise classes for elderly 
people in Balham

Caius House 

To run open access, non-
competitive basketball sessions 
at Caius House Youth Club

CODA Dance Company 

To run dance and movement 
sessions utilising virtual reality for 
people with acquired brain injury

Disability Sports Coach 

To run a weekly sports club for 
disabled adults and children 

FAST Project 

Towards a multisport programme 
for girls and young women on the 
Patmore Estate in Battersea

For Brian CIC 

To run yoga sessions for people 
with early onset dementia and 
their carers

Katherine Low Settlement

To run a chair-based exercise 
programme for older people in 
Battersea

Pro Touch SA CIC 

Towards a sport and wellbeing 
project for children and young 
people in Roehampton

Providence House Youth Club 

To run football sessions and fi lm 
workshops for young men in 
Battersea

Share Community 

To provide specialist therapeutic 
movement and dance activities 
for adults with learning disabilities 
and autism

The Hope for Wellbeing Project 

To run dance sessions for people 
recovering from mental health 
problems or mental illness

Tooting and Balham 
Netball Squad 

To run non-competitive netball 
sessions for women from Tooting, 
Furzedown and Balham.

GET SET, GET ACTIVE FUND
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Working with WaterAid
—
Clean water transforms lives through better health 
and greater opportunities. Over the last three years, 
the Foundation has donated £300,000 to WaterAid 
to help make clean water, decent toilets and good 
hygiene normal for communities around the world.

In 2019/20, the Foundation supported WaterAid projects in Malawi, Mali 
and Nepal helping to improve people’s health, keep children in school, 
and empower women and girls to fulfi l their potential.

DELIVER LIFE 
IN MALAWI 

In Malawi as many as 63% of 
healthcare facilities do not have 
adequate toilets, 17% do not have 
clean water and 56% have no 
hygiene facilities. The Deliver Life 
project aims to reach more than 
140,000 of the poorest children, 
young girls and mothers by 
providing access to clean water 
and decent toilets at 
health centres and early 
childhood development 
centres in southern Malawi.

Thanks to WaterAid’s work over the last year:

people benefi ted from 
the construction of water 
supply systems in two 
healthcare facilities

women, men and children 
gained access to safe water from 
boreholes constructed in 12 villages

child-friendly sanitation facilities 
were constructed in three early 
childhood development centres

men and women have access to 
improved sanitation through the 
construction of 837 latrines and 
1,735 handwashing facilities

women and adolescent girls were 
reached with messages on water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
and maternal neonatal and child 
health rights

66,000

4,631

18

4,350

5,641 
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Mamou Dembele, a mother of four, gave 
birth in the maternity ward at the Bogoni 
Health Centre where previously the poor 
water, sanitation and hygiene conditions 
posed health risks for patients and staff . 
Thanks to WaterAid, there are now toilets 
with direct access from delivery rooms and 
proper handwashing facilities for patients and 
healthcare workers to use. Mamou said, “I feel 
safe and protected. Before when we came to 
the healthcare centre, we had to draw water 
from a well. Now the place is clean, the toilets 
are close, there is water to wash clothes and 
devices to wash your hands at any time.”

+
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HEALTHY COMMUNITIES IN MALI

Across both rural districts of Kati and Bla, almost 40% of the population 
lack access to clean water and about seven in 10 people have no access 
to sanitation. Over four years, the project has reached more than 
27,500 people with clean water, more than 52,500 people with decent 
toilets and more than 199,000 with good hygiene messaging. 

Thanks to WaterAid’s work during the fi nal year of the project:

water stations 
were constructed 
or rehabilitated

Aminata collects water at the 
new tap installed at her school 
in Mali. A member of her school 
hygiene club, Aminata said, 
“Even at home, with my parents 
and brothers, I talk about 
sanitation and hygiene. I tell them 
to wash their hands with soap 
after using the toilet, after playing 
in the dust, before eating.”

schools had toilets 
constructed or 
rehabilitated

healthcare centres 
had toilets and 
biomedical waste 
stations added

schools and 9 
healthcare centres 
received hygiene kits

44 22 4 22

WORKING WITH WATERAID

+
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In July, the Foundation 
announced the extension 
of the partnership for a 
further three years and 
increased its commitment 
to a total of £1.2 million 
awarded over the next 
three years. 

The Foundation’s support will enable WaterAid to transform 
healthcare facilities with water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH), helping communities in Ethiopia, Madagascar, 
Malawi and Myanmar to live healthier lives. Our support will 
also enable WaterAid to carry out research and develop 
guidance and training resources on the relationship 
between WASH and Infection Prevention and Control 
(IPC). Accessible training resources will help to increase 
understanding across the sector and ensure best practice 
is adhered to when access to WASH is being improved or 
implemented in healthcare facilities leading to improved 
quality of care in health centres around the world.

+
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FOUNDATIONS FOR 
THE FUTURE IN NEPAL

Getting clean water and decent 
toilets to the Dolakha district 
of Nepal is challenging due to 
its mountainous terrain and 
rural setting. The Foundation is 
contributing to WaterAid’s three-
year project building and repairing 
water supply systems, building 
toilets and handwashing facilities 
in schools and empowering 
communities to lobby their 
governments for their rights to 
water, sanitation and hygiene.

During the fi rst year of the project 
WaterAid have: 

•  carried out detailed surveys of the area and 
designed the large-scale infrastructure work

•  procured materials to build seven 
water systems for the fi rst phase of 
construction work

•  dug out trenches for the pipelines for three 
of these systems 

•  provided training to community members 
on how to sustainably manage the new water 
services once completed, as well as how to 
assess the safety and quality of water 
fl owing through

•  fi nished developing a hygiene behaviour 
change package, which will promote key 
hygiene behaviours in sessions run in schools 
and the wider community.

WORKING WITH WATERAID

Sangita Thapa, a social mobiliser, talks to 
community members about the importance 
of handwashing
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Inspiring the next 
generation
Creating opportunities for young 
people to learn valuable skills for life
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JOEL’S STORY

The AELTC coaching team continues to 
include and develop young people from the 
WJTI. Joel Eboweme grew up in Mitcham and 
is of Italian-Nigerian origin. He joined the 
WJTI at the age of six when he was selected 
from Boniface Catholic Primary School in 
Tooting. Joel attended coaching sessions 
on weekends for several years and, as he got 
older, volunteered his time to deliver lessons to 
younger players. Joel is now 17 and has decided 
to progress with tennis coaching. He recently 
obtained his Level 1 LTA coaching accreditation.

The AELTC Community Sports Ground, in addition to 
being the home of the WJTI and Ball Boy & Girl training, 
off ers junior and adult coaching programmes, holiday 
camps, individual lessons and courts for casual play 
to members of the local community. The Community 
Sports Ground has seen a 30% increase in membership 
registrations since March 2020 and there are now more 
than 2,900 members. Prior to COVID-19, pupils from local 
schools enjoyed free weekly tennis lessons and the site 
provided a venue for teacher training courses and inter-
schools tennis tournaments organised by Merton School 
Sport Partnership. 

+

TICKET 
RESALE FUND

Donations were made to 
charities inspiring young 
people including Give It 
Your Max, IC Philanthropy 
Foundation and Tennis First.

“”

My journey with WJTI has been incredible. I have learnt so much about tennis but they have 
also helped me in the outside world by teaching me respect, manners and discipline. I decided 
to become a coach last summer when I became so inspired by the hard work and passion the 

coaches put into coaching. Becoming a coach has been one of the most amazing things I have 
done and I am so thankful for the life-changing opportunity.

JOEL
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Developing Young Players
—
The Wimbledon Junior Tennis Initiative (WJTI) visits 
two state primary schools in Merton and Wandsworth 
every week during term time. Children as young as 
four are introduced to tennis through fun exercises 
led by the AELTC coaching team. Those who show the 
most potential and enthusiasm are invited to attend 
free weekly training sessions learning to play tennis 
as well as the life-skills and values sport brings such 
as teamwork, discipline and fairness. The WJTI will 
celebrate its 20th anniversary in 2021.

Unfortunately, the outbreak of 
COVID-19 and subsequent closure 
of schools saw WJTI visits to schools 
put on hold. By the summer, 
the WJTI weekend coaching sessions 
were able to restart at the AELTC 
Community Sports Ground in 
Raynes Park, with the performance 
groups practising again at the All 
England Club. In the autumn, the 
WJTI adjusted their delivery model 
in schools. Instead of visiting two 
schools a week, the WJTI began 
running a six-week programme in 
specifi c schools to allow the benefi ts 
of the WJTI to continue under 
COVID-19 restrictions.

children took part in a tennis 
session at 40 local primary 
schools between September 
2019 and March 2020. 

9,600
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“”

In the current times, it’s unclear how our pupil’s futures could look. Programmes 
such as Set for Success o� er our pupils wonderful opportunities to help shape the 
young adults they are transitioning into. From an early stage in the programme it is 
great to see the positive impact it is having on some of our pupils, putting them in 

a strong position, in what is an important time in their lives.

JORDAN FLYNN, TEACHER AND SET FOR SUCCESS LEAD, THE PRESCOT SCHOOL
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Set for Success
—
Building on the success of the WJTI, in June 2020 the 
Foundation launched Set for Success, a new initiative 
that will use sport to improve young people’s wellbeing 
and future opportunities. Run in partnership with the 
Youth Sport Trust, Set for Success aims to develop the 
skills and confi dence of vulnerable young people who 
are currently the least likely to move into employment, 
education or training after leaving school.

Initially, 320 young people in 
16 schools across the UK will 
participate in a two-year personal 
development curriculum, which 
includes regular sessions at school 
delivered by inspirational athlete 
mentors, taking part in sport 
and physical activity as well as 
volunteering in the community.

Each young person will receive an accredited 
award in the fi rst year of the programme and 
will have the opportunity to gain an accredited 
qualifi cation in year two. 

Our aim is that this sports-based programme 
will make a fundamental diff erence to the lives 
of young people facing a range of challenges.
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The 2019 Community Art project, Under One Roof, was inspired by 
the new No.1 Court roof and the eleven supporting trusses that span 
the stadium. Young people from Hearts & Minds, a peer-led support 
group for young people who are experiencing mental health diffi  culties 
supported by the Foundation, collaborated with local artist Beatrice 
Morris to co-curate a series of umbrellas refl ecting what their peer 
support group means to them. 

The success of Under One Roof led to a new approach for the 
Community Art Project in 2020 with a follow-on art installation centred 
around the same theme and working with the same artist and group.

Morris created a large sculpture of a twisted roof truss that was placed 
in the centre of the exhibition space on to which coloured ribbons 
could be tied by the public. Each coloured ribbon represented a feeling 
in response to a common question posed by Hearts & Minds members: 
“How do you feel?”. Hearts & Minds felt most people never respond 
truthfully to this question and wanted to encourage honesty by 
off ering visitors 12 diff erent coloured feelings to select from. The result 
was a beautiful rainbow of emotions that will remain on display when 
the Museum re-opens.

COMMUNITY 
ART PROJECT

Every year, the Learning 
team works alongside 
an artist and local 
communities living within 
Merton and Wandsworth 
to produce a piece of 
artwork in celebration 
of The Championships. 
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Learning
—
The Foundation works 
in partnership with the 
Wimbledon Lawn Tennis 
Museum’s Learning 
team to share the rich 
history and heritage of 
Wimbledon with many 
diff erent audiences 
including schools, 
community groups, 
older people, families 
and adult learners.

2020 began with business as usual for the 
Learning team; bookings were strong for 
formal education groups, a new family activity 
trail was launched in the Museum, and new 
ideas for supporting dementia care in the 
borough were being trialled. Then everything 
changed. The outbreak of COVID-19 saw 
the closure of the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis 
Museum and visits and tours put on hold.

WIMBLEDON 
RECREATED 

When The Championships was cancelled, 
so too was the poster advertising the event. 
This meant that for the fi rst time in peacetime 
there would be no poster for Wimbledon. 
The Learning team collaborated with their 
colleagues in the commercial and marketing 
departments to launch a poster challenge as 
part of the ‘Wimbledon Recreated’ campaign 
for the 2020 Fortnight.

This challenge was open to all schools and 
community groups within the boroughs of 
Merton and Wandsworth. Entrants were 
invited to submit a poster for Wimbledon 
2020 that captured the spirit of a fantasy 
lockdown Wimbledon. 

The results were both wonderful and inspiring 
with everything from pencil drawings of dogs 
playing tennis on Centre Court, to rackets 
made from leaves and petals. The best designs 
can be viewed on Wimbledon.com with one 
of the designs chosen as the offi  cial AELTC 
Christmas card for 2020.
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MUSKAAN’S STORY

Muskaan became involved with Magic Bus in 
2017 when she was 18-years-old. Helping to 
lead the sessions for children doing activities 
such as football, handball and tennis, Muskaan 
was put under the mentorship of Vinod, 
a Magic Bus Training and Monitoring Offi  cer. 
Noticing her potential at tennis, Vinod 
encouraged her to enrol on the tennis sessions 
being run at the Delhi Lawn Tennis Association 
as part of the Wimbledon Foundation-funded 
programme. Muskaan began to focus more 
and more on her tennis and started practising 
whenever she could, be that at home hitting 
the ball against a wall or playing and leading 
sessions with the children in the community. 
After completing a tennis coaching course 
run by the All India Tennis Association (AITA), 
Muskaan got her fi rst job teaching tennis at 
the Andhra Public School in Delhi.

Today, Muskaan is leading the tennis 
programme at Ryan International School 
in Delhi, where her salary makes a huge 
contribution to supporting her parents 
and fi ve siblings.

“”

Muskaan feels incredibly grateful to be part of the Wimbledon family and her 
desire to succeed and move forward with her career in tennis coaching remains 

strong. She regards the support of her Magic Bus mentor and other sta�  members 
as her backbone and believes that the Wimbledon Foundation programme is the 

reason she has achieved as much as she has.

NITIN CHAUHAN, MAGIC BUS
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Working with Magic Bus
—
Internationally, the Foundation has an 
established partnership with Magic Bus, 
a charity that works with children and young 
people in India taking them on a journey from 
childhood to livelihood and out of poverty. 

Since 2015, the Foundation has 
been supporting their work in 
underprivileged communities in 
Delhi. Magic Bus mentors work 
with more than 3,000 children 
using a tennis-linked curriculum to 
deliver positive messages on the 
importance of staying in education, 
good hygiene and gender equality. 

In 2018, the Foundation increased its funding 
to Magic Bus to support a Livelihood Centre 
in Nangloi, Delhi which helps young people 
between the ages of 18 and 25 to identify their 
aspirations and develop the hard and soft 
skills necessary to achieve them.

young people have taken part 
in the three-month employability 
programme during the last 
two years with 325 young 
people going on to fi nd secure 
employment.

356
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Nets from 
The Championships 
donated to courts in 
Merton and Wandsworth

Christmas 
party for 
Merton Foster 
CarersOffi  cial Technology 

Supplier IBM ran a social 
media workshop for 
supported charities

Christmas gifts to patients 
on St George’s Hospital 
Children’s Ward

Bespoke visits including 
Wimbledon Guild and 
children from AFC 
Wimbledon’s Active 
Wombles programme.

Clothing items donated to Crisis, 
Enable’s Girls Active programme in 
Wandsworth, Little Village, Oxfam, 
School Aid and The Spires Centre
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The Extra Mile
—
Beyond our grant programmes, 
the Foundation strives to use the 
resources of the Club and The 
Championships to help people in 
need in as many ways as possible. 

Suits donated to 
employability 
charities Suited & 
Booted and Dress 
for Success

Overnight equipment 
donated to the YMCA 
Wimbledon

Prizes donated 
to UK-wide 
fundraising 
events

AELTC 
sponsorship 
of Southfi elds 
Christmas 
Lights

Food items 
donated to 
Wandsworth 
and Wimbledon 
Foodbanks
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THE WIMBLEDON FOUNDATION 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
(INCORPORATING AN INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT)

YEAR 
ENDED 

31 JULY 2020 
£000

YEAR 
ENDED

31 JULY 2019 
£000

INCOME

DONATIONS RECEIVED 2,080 2,356
INVESTMENT INTEREST RECEIVED 10 10

TOTAL INCOME 2,090 2,366

EXPENDITURE

CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES (2,662) (1,884)

TOTAL EXPENDITURE (2,662) (1,884)

NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE) BEFORE INVESTMENT GAINS 
NET INVESTMENT GAINS

(572)
100

482
51

NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE) FOR THE YEAR (472) 533

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS 
FUNDS BROUGHT FORWARD  2,238  1,705

TOTAL FUNDS 1,766 2,238

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 
31 JULY 2020 

£000

AS AT 
31 JULY 2019 

£000

FIXED ASSETS 

INVESTMENTS 854 754

CURRENT ASSETS 

DEBTORS 

CASH AT BANK AND IN HAND

24

1,068

277

1,341

1,092 1,618

CREDITORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR (180) (134)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 912 1,484

NET ASSETS 1,766 2,238

FUNDS OF THE FOUNDATION 
RESTRICTED FUND
UNRESTRICTED FUND

27 
1,739

49
2,189

TOTAL FUNDS 1,766 2,238
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Finance
—
The Wimbledon Foundation is a company limited by 
guarantee and its sole member is The All England 
Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club Limited (‘the Club’). 

 The cancellation of The Championships aff ected 
the Foundation’s income and changed its focus. 
The decrease in the Foundation’s revenue is due 
to the Foundation drawing on its reserves to assist 
response and recovery eff orts to COVID-19.

 The Foundation’s income includes contributions 
received from All England Club Members and Offi  cial 
Suppliers to The Championships.

Trustees 

The Hon. Bruce Weatherill (Chairman)

Sir Keith Ajegbo

Nick Bitel (Independent)

Kevin Havelock

Ian Hewitt (AELTC Chairman)

Sir Nicholas Young (Independent)

Foundation team

Martin Guntrip, Club Director

Helen Parker, Head of Foundation

Wai Chan, Grants & Community Manager

Lauren Palmer, Grants & Community O�  cer 

Rachel Swithinbank, Communications & Events O�  cer

Heather Wentworth, Team Administrator 

Kate Wilson, Grants & Community O�  cer 

The Foundation team would like to thank their colleagues 
across the AELTC for their ongoing support and input.

Incoming resources principally comprise 
donations from the Club and, on behalf of 
The Championships, The All England Lawn 
Tennis Club (Championships) Limited 
(‘AELTC’). AELTC provides administrative, 
staffi  ng and operational support to the 
Wimbledon Foundation without charge.

Support of the Wimbledon Foundation 
by the Club and AELTC is separate from 
and additional to the distribution of the 
large majority of the fi nancial surplus from 
The Championships to the Lawn Tennis 
Association generally for the development 
of tennis at all levels in the UK.

The tables on the following page are not 
the statutory accounts but a summary of 
information extracted from the Foundation’s 
Annual Report and Financial Statements 
2020. The full statutory accounts were 
approved by the Wimbledon Foundation 
board of trustees on 23 September 2020 
and Deloitte LLP issued an unqualifi ed audit 
opinion thereon which did not contain an 
emphasis of matter or any statement under 
s496(2) or (3) of the Companies Act 2006. 
The full statutory accounts have been fi led 
with the Charity Commission and a copy can 
be obtained from the Wimbledon Foundation, 
AELTC, Church Road, London SW19 5AE.
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Looking ahead to 2021
Amidst much uncertainty 
surrounding the coming year, 
the Wimbledon Foundation will 
continue to further our eff orts to 
strengthen our local community, 
promote healthy and active lives, 
inspire young people and respond 
in times of crisis. 

Grants have recently been 
awarded from our Coronavirus 
Fund for 2021, including two 
national grants of £50,000 
to The Prince’s Trust towards 
employability support for young 
people facing disadvantage 
across the UK and £77,000 to 
Place2Be towards their Mental 
Health Champions teacher 
training. A further £75,000 of 
local grants have been awarded 
to charities providing support for 
vulnerable residents of Merton 
and Wandsworth, such as young 
families, those experiencing food 
poverty, digital exclusion or at risk 
of loneliness and isolation.

Baseless Fabric Theatre, awarded 
funding from our Arts and 
Community Engagement Fund 
in 2018 for their street opera 
version of Die Fledermaus, has 
been awarded a further grant to 
support its work in schools over 
the next two years. Baseless 
Fabric will run a series of opera 
taster workshops in local schools 
based on their new adaptation 
of Carmen as well as working 
intensively with one local 
secondary school over a period 

of six months to develop their 
own production of Carmen to 
be performed in the summer of 
2022. We were pleased to also 
contribute towards Baseless 
Fabric’s series of pop-up opera 
performances in the gardens and 
car parks of local care homes, 
helping to lift residents’ spirits 
during the autumn of 2020. 

Building on our support of 
local homeless charities and 
in response to COVID-19, 
the Foundation is extending 
its support to pan-London 
homelessness services. 
A substantial donation to 
Crisis will fund six new roles as 
they refocus their services to 
meet the urgent housing needs 
of people leaving temporary 
accommodation or made newly 
homeless as a result of the 
pandemic. Their new housing-led 
approach will off er homes without 
condition, rapidly housing 
homeless people in sustainable 
accommodation and providing 
wraparound support according 
to people’s needs to help them 
keep their home for good. 

We are delighted to be working 
together with WaterAid for a 
further three years, playing 
our part in ensuring everyone, 
everywhere has access to clean 
water, decent toilets and good 
hygiene. The new phase of our 
partnership will have a strong 
focus on health, particularly on 

transforming healthcare facilities 
in Malawi, Myanmar, Madagascar 
and Ethiopia with water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
facilities. The installation of 
WASH facilities in Malawi’s Ntchisi 
District Hospital alone will lead 
to improved health outcomes for 
more than 300,000 people. 

Alongside WaterAid’s in-country 
project work, the Foundation is 
also funding research, and the 
development of training, on the 
relationship between WASH and 
Infection Prevention and Control 
(IPC). The COVID-19 pandemic 
has re-emphasised the signifi cant 
role WASH plays as the fi rst line 
of defence against the spread 
of infection. Our ambition is 
that these training resources 
will increase knowledge and 
understanding of IPC amongst 
WASH professionals involved 
in designing, setting up and 
maintaining WASH in healthcare 
facilities, thereby improving the 
quality of care received by people 
around the world.
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Cover:  Our Health & Wellbeing Fund partner CARAS supports young 
people from refugee and asylum-seeking backgrounds.

Magic Bus

May Project Gardens CIC

Mayor of Merton’s Fund

Mayor of Wandsworth’s Fund

Merton Music Foundation

Merton School Sport Partnership

Merton Sports and Social Club for 
the Visually Impaired

Merton Vineyard Church

Merton Vision

Merton Voluntary Service Council

Metropolitan Police & City 
Orphans Fund

Mitcham Cricket Club

Mitcham Town Community Trust

NHS Charities Together

Off  the Record Youth Counselling

Perennial

Polka Theatre

Positive Network Community 
Project

Pro Touch SA CIC

Providence House Youth Club

Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation 
for Disabled People

Quick Start Hockey

Rackets Cubed

Regenerate

Richmond and 
Wandsworth Council

Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund

Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines Charity

S.T.O.R.M Family Centre Ltd

Sen Talk CIC

Share Community

Society for Horticultural 
Therapy (Thrive)

Sound Minds

South London Refugee 
Association

South London Tamil 
Welfare Group

SPEAR

Spires

Squash Squared

St George’s Hospital Charity

Stem4

Support Through Court

Sustainable Merton

Tennis First

Tennis for Free

The Dan Maskell Tennis Trust

The Fire Fighters Charity

The Hope for Wellbeing Project

The Merton Group of the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society

The Prince’s Trust

The Royal Foundation

The Ruth Strauss Foundation

The Salvation Army – 
Mitcham Corps

The Spires Centre 

The Squad

Tooting and Balham Netball Squad

Unique Talent CIC

Universal Language

Uptown Youth Services

Urban Studio Sessions

Wandsworth Community 
Empowerment Network

Wandsworth Mediation Service

WaterAid

Western Lodge

Wimbledon & District 
Woodcraft Folk

Wimbledon & Putney Common 
Conservators

Wimbledon Bookfest

Wimbledon Civic Theatre Trust 

Wimbledon Foodbank

Wimbledon Guild

Wimbledon Society

Women of Wandsworth

YMCA St Paul’s Group

Youth Sport Trust

In the fi nancial 
year 2019/20 
the Wimbledon 
Foundation 
supported 
the following 
organisations:

22nd Wimbledon Scout Group

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity

Ace of Clubs

Active Living Support CIC

AFC Wimbledon Foundation

Afro-Brazilian Arts & Cultural 
Exchange Institute

Age UK Merton

Age UK Wandsworth

Aspire2inspire Dyslexia

Association for Polish Family

Attic Theatre Company 

Autumn Rose Club

Baseless Fabric Theatre

Battersea Arts Centre

Battersea Befriending Network

Battersea Community 
Gardeners CIC

British Red Cross

Caius House

CARAS

Cardiac Exercise Club

Carers Support Merton

Catch22

City Harvest

CODA Dance Company

Colliers Wood Community 
Association

Colliers Wood Little League 

Commonside Community 
Development Trust

Community Drug and Alcohol 
Recovery Services (CDARS)

Create (Arts) Limited

Crisis

Disability Sports Coach

Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy

Endeavour Club

Ethnic Minority Centre

FareShare

FAST Project

Fields in Trust

Filmanthropy

Food for Life Wandsworth

For Brian CIC

Free2B Alliance

Fusion - Merton Multicultural Group

Give It Your Max

Glass Door Homeless Charity

Hearts & Minds

Home-Start Merton

Home-Start Wandsworth

IC Philanthropy Foundation

Inner Strength Network CIC

JAGS Foundation

Jigsaw4u

Junction Community Trust

Katherine Low Settlement

Learn to Love to Read

Leonard Cheshire Disability

Linden Lodge Charitable Trust

Little Village
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Wimbledon Foundation
AELTC 
Church Road
London
SW19 5AE

foundation@aeltc.com
wimbledon.com/foundation
020 8971 2707

   @WimbledonFdn 

The Wimbledon Foundation is a charitable company limited by guarantee.  

Registered office: Church Road, Wimbledon SW19 5AE.  

Charity registration number 1156996. Company registration number 8559364.
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