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In Memory of Alan Little M.B.E.

Ilthough he is no longer with us, this book, the Wimbledon
Compendium, exists entirely thanks to the work of one man. His
dedication over many decades has ensured that we know so
much more about Wimbledon than we otherwise would.

James Alan Little was born on

1 February 1928 in Greenwich,
South East London. In 1946,
after listening to the Gentlemen’s
Singles final on the radio, Alan
decided to come to Wimbledon
himself the next day, to watch the
Ladies’ final between Pauline Betz
and Louise Brough. Thus began a
lifelong love affair between Alan
and Wimbledon. He missed the
1947 Championships whilst on
National Service but returned the
following year for his first of 70
consecutive Championships.

Alan had a ‘real’ job working
for British Telecom (BT) but
his main passion in life was
tennis. From a young age, he
loved to collect tennis books
and magazines and to study the
history of the game. One of his
earliest contributions to tennis
literature was when he wrote
Above: Alan Little M.B.E., 1928-2017 a letter to the editor of Lawn

Tennis and Badminton magazine,
pointing out an error in an article by Lance Tingay, one of the pre-eminent tennis writers
of the time. This was typical Alan. Accuracy and attention to detail were the foundations of
everything he did.

By 1960 Alan had become a regular contributor to Lawn Tennis and Badminton and
was already described in the magazine as ‘a keen British lawn tennis historical authority.’
In 1967, when Lawn Tennis and Badminton became Tennis Pictorial International, Alan
was Assistant Editor. He continued in this role when Tennis Pictorial International was
succeeded by Tennis World in 1969 and, later that year, Alan became editor, a job he
continued to do until 1976. By this time, he had been tasked with setting up a library in
the new Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum. Nevertheless, he continued his association
with Tennis World, in the capacity of Consulting Editor, until 1981.

When The All England Lawn Tennis Club decided to build a Museum and Library,
Alan was the obvious choice to run the Library. After all, it had been his idea in the first
place. In his March 1967 column in Lawn Tennis and Badminton, Alan proposed that a
National Museum and Library of Lawn Tennis be built on land recently acquired by the
Club: “The library section would probably be of more material value to the tennis lover,”
he wrote. “Believe me, information on the Game’s history is hard to come by.”
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The Kenneth Ritchie Wimbledon Library (named after Lord Ritchie of Dundee, a
long-standing Club Committee member) eventually opened in 1977 and, over the course
of the next 40 years, Alan built it into the most comprehensive tennis library in the world.
The Library now holds more than 6,000 books, as well as thousands more magazines,
programmes, newspaper cuttings and miscellaneous publications from all over the world.
Currently, there are 90 different countries represented in the collection. Alan was particularly
proud of the Library’s magazine collection and he had a special talent for tracking down rare
sets of magazines and persuading their owners to donate them to the Library.

Initially, Alan combined his role of Honorary Librarian with his full-time job at BT.
However, in 1983 he took early retirement and was now free to concentrate on his passion
for tennis. By the 1990s he had settled into the weekly pattern that he maintained for the
rest of his life. He would attend the Library every Tuesday and Thursday, almost without
fail, except during The Championships when he would be there every day. His time in the
Library would be spent working on The Compendium, as well as his many other books,
and answering enquiries from fellow tennis researchers. Over the years, Alan helped
countless people and made many friends from all over the world, all of whom revered Alan
for the quality of his research. He himself enjoyed nothing more than being able to help
anyone who shared his thirst for tennis knowledge.

As well as helping others with their research, Alan wrote many books of his own. His
first publication was The Changing Face of Wimbledon 1877-1977, one of a set of booklets
published to mark the centenary of The Championships. This publication was the forerunner
of a popular ‘trilogy’ of booklets, first published in 2002, that describe the evolution of the
Club and its Grounds: Wimbledon 1869-1921: The Changing Fuce of Worple Road, Wimbledon
1922: The New Ground and Centre Court, and Wimbledon 1922-2002: The Changing Face of
Church Road. The latter was updated several times, most recently in 2014.

In 1980 he edited Know Your Wimbledon, a booklet that was sold alongside the Official
Programme. The following year, the booklet was relaunched as This is Wimbledon and Alan
continued to edit it every year until 2013. He was also responsible for compiling the first
Lawn Tennis Championships Media Guide, a task he continued to do until 1990.

Between 1983 and 1985 Alan wrote a series of booklets on early Wimbledon
Champions Lottie Dodd, Maud Watson, Kathleen Godfree, May Sutton, Dorothea
Chambers and Lena Rice, as well as one telling the story of Vere St. Leger Goold, the 1879
All Comers’ Runner-up, who was later convicted of murder. The book was drily entitled, 4
Tule of Two Courts, a title Alan often expressed great amusement in having thought up.

Alan’s first book was published in 1984. Wimbledon Ladies: A Centenary Record 1884-
1984 — The Singles Champions was co-written with Lance Tingay. This was followed two
years later by Wimbledon Men: A Hundred Championships 1877-1987 — The Singles Champions,
also written with Tingay, who produced essays on each Champion whilst Alan provided the
statistics on their playing records and career achievements. Both books were updated four
times, most recently in 2015, with John Barrett continuing Tingay’s work as co-author.

Alan’s first solo book was published in 1988. Suzanne Lenglen — Tennis Idol of the
Twenties told the story of one of Alan’s all-time favourite players, the six-time Wimbledon
singles Champion whom he described as doing ‘much to popularise the game as it is today’.
A much-expanded version of this book was published in 2007 and listed the results of
nearly every match played by Lenglen during her career.

Another of Alan’s areas of interest was reflected in his next book, Tennis and the Olympic
Games, which reviewed every Olympic tennis tournament from Athens 1896 through to
Beijing 2008, complete with results of every match in Olympic history. After the London
2012 Games, Alan brought the Olympic tennis story up to date by publishing a booklet,
The Olympic Tennis Event at Wimbledon 2012, which told the story of Andy Murray’s
historic victory for Great Britain.
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Alan’s final book was, apart from the Wimbledon Compendium, his biggest project of all.
The Golden Days of Tennis on the French Riviera 1874-1939 was published in 2014 and
told the story of the French Riviera tennis scene, which had its heyday in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

However, the publication Alan was most proud of was this book, the Wimbledon
Compendium. First published in 1991, it consisted of a relatively modest 216 pages. For the
next 27 years, Alan would update the book with meticulous attention to detail, regularly
adding new categories of information. He did wonder occasionally if he'd gone too far:
“T've created a monster!” he once exclaimed, when faced with the task of updating one of
the more complicated sections. But, most of the time, Alan was never more content than
when sitting in the Library on a Tuesday or Thursday, updating his Compendium.

Although Alan liked his expertise to be appreciated, he never wanted to be the centre of
attention and never sought recognition for the work he did.

For him, being able to do something he loved was reward in itself. Nevertheless, Alan
deservedly received many awards for his unique contribution to tennis, including an
M.B.E. in 2014, the Lawn Tennis Writers Association’s Annual Award in 2008 and the
All England Club’s Distinguished Service Award in 2016. As part of the latter, the Club
commissioned a portrait of Alan, which now hangs in his beloved Library. Being a modest
man, he didn’t feel entirely comfortable having his portrait painted, but he went along with
it graciously as he appreciated the sentiment behind it.

Perhaps the honour Alan was most proud of was being made an Honorary Member of
The All England Lawn Tennis Club in 1985. As he once said: “The only way to become an
Honorary Member is to win Wimbledon or start a Library!”

For a man of 89 years, Alan was incredibly sprightly and everyone who worked with
him was awe of his energy and enthusiasm. Sadly, however, he became unwell shortly after
the end of The Championships 2017 and passed away a just few months later. The loss of
Alan’s encyclopaedic knowledge has been keenly felt by everyone who knew him.

Nevertheless, Alan has left us with much to be grateful for. In his Library and his many
publications, he has left an extraordinary legacy and he has enriched the lives of tennis
lovers all over the world. Anyone who looks up a fact in this book should be grateful for
the work of Alan Little.

Robert McNicol
AELTC Historian
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In Memory of Ben Chatfield

Il of us at the AELTC were deeply saddened to hear of the death
of Ben Chatfield, a key contributor to this book, in October 2020.
Ben passed away at the age of just 46, having been diagnosed
with an aggressive brain tumour in the summer of 2019.

Ben had a successful career as a commercial author but it’s
his tennis work for which he’ll be best remembered here
at Wimbledon.

Ben grew up in Wimbledon and first visited The
Championships in 1984 with his mum, Linda. The
resulting lifelong passion for tennis led, more than three
decades later, to the publication of his 2018 book, Standing
in Line: 30 Years of Obsessive Queuing at Wimbledon. It was
an affectionate, irreverent and highly amusing account of
his Wimbledon adventures, which any dedicated tennis
fan will be able to relate to.

In the process of researching his book, Ben was a
regular visitor to the Kenneth Ritchie Wimbledon Library.
He also wrote occasionally for wimbledon.com. As such,
when we decided to give the Wimbledon Compendium a
new look in 2019, Ben was the obvious choice to help us. The ‘Wimbledon Year-by-Year’
section was re-written in Ben’s unique style and “The Courts & the Stories they Tell’ section
was a wonderfully entertaining and informative new addition to the book.

Ben also wrote for The Daily Telegraph and wrote one other book, Mediterranean Homesick
Blues: A Diary of Life-affirming Disasters on the Cote D’Azur, a highly amusing account of
the year he spent in the South of France when he was in his twenties. In 2017 and 2018, he
collaborated with his close
friend, the artist Zebedee i
Helm, to produce a 0‘-”“‘&{4"4 n 7?&{ Qu&u‘---' @ (;T‘;“.‘;LD

. 7
wonderful collection of
Wimbledon cartoons, an
example of which can be
seen opposite.

Ben’s memory is
deeply cherished by
his wife, Victoria, his
daughter, Ruby, and his
many friends, not just
here at the AELTC
but all over the world.
We miss working with
him on this book and
on other projects, as we
miss his knowledge, his
enthusiasm for tennis and
his sense of humour. But
most of all we miss

his friendship. “Do you know when they're planning to put a roof on The Queue?”
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THE ORIGINS OF
THE ALL ENGLAND
LAWN TENNIS &
CROQUET CLUB



ardly an eyebrow was raised in sporting circles that English

summer’s day in 1877 when the following announcement appeared

in The Field magazine of 9 June: “The All England Croquet and

Lawn Tennis Club, Wimbledon, propose to hold a lawn tennis
meeting, open to all amateurs, on Monday, July 9th and following days.
Entrance fee £1.15.0d. Two prizes will be given - one gold champion prize
to the winner and silver to the second player.”

From the distance of almost a century and a half that simple
announcement in 7he Field conceals an almost unbelievable story,
and those of us who take for granted the universal appeal of The
Championships at Wimbledon with their 14 days of unparalleled
skill and excitement each year — witnessed by some half-a-
million spectators at the famous grounds in Church Road and
by a potential television audience of more than one billion
viewers in almost 200 territories around the world — sometimes
find it hard to believe that things were not always like this.

'The story begins on 23 July 1868 when John H. Walsh, Capt.
R.F. Dalton, J. Hinde Hale, the Revd. A. Law, S.H. Clarke Maddock
and Walter Jones Whitmore met in the offices of Herbert Cox, the

publisher of 7he Field, at 346 Strand in London, and the All England
Croquet Club was founded. The following summer, the Club organised
its first croquet championship, held on a cricket ground at Crystal Palace.

In October 1869, a ground of four acres in Wimbledon’s Nursery Lane (now Nursery
Road), between Worple Road and the London and South Western Railway, was rented for
a period of three years at annual rents of £50,£75 and £100. Annual subscriptions for Club
Members were set at £1.1s. for a gentleman or lady and £1.11s.6d. for a husband and wife.
'The ground was laid out in three terraces and opened in May. A pavilion was erected and in
June 1870 a croquet championship was held at the Club’s ground.

But by 1875 interest in croquet had waned and so had the Club’s finances. The
Committee, looking to revive the fortunes of the Club, announced that one croquet lawn
would be set apart for playing lawn tennis, a new game introduced to the public by Major
Wingfield in 1874 that was sweeping the country. Games were played in accordance with a
code of laws for lawn tennis issued on 24 May by the Marylebone Cricket Club.

Such was the popularity of the new game, the following year an entire terrace of four
croquet lawns was made over to lawn tennis and in April 1877 the Club was re-named
“The All England Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club’. Two months later the Committee
decided to institute the first Lawn Tennis Championship — a gentlemen’s singles event —
and an announcement of such was published in 7he Field.

Not only would this event become the world’s first tennis championship, the laws
drawn up by a sub-committee of three All England Club members
— Henry Jones, who would serve as the Referee at the first
Championship, Julian Marshall and Charles Heathcote —
effectively formed the long-term basis of the game as we
know it today.

Included in the Club’s new set of laws was the stipulation
that the rectangular court should be set at 26 yards by nine
yards (which have remained the dimensions into the modern
day). The height of the net was to be five feet at the posts
and three feet and three inches at the centre (reduced by 1882
to the current dimensions of three feet and six inches at the
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Right: An extract from
minutes of the first meeting of 4 f."’.r'
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posts and three feet at the L
centre). The service line

would be 26 feet from the ; 0

net (changed by 1880 to Il Mrcking i

21 feet from the net). The A A ekt g
real tennis form of scoring / ; = ——— iy AW
— 15, 30, 40, deuce and e
advantage — was adopted
over the more commonly
used rackets method of
scoring of 15 points up,
which the MCC had
recommended from the
start, with the decision
also made that the

server should have two
chances on each point

to deliver a fair serve.

It was also determined
that ‘sudden death’
would occur at five-
games-all and that ‘

players would change

ends between sets.

There were 22 entries for the first Championship, which was only open
to gentlemen, and, as if to reinforce the relatively lowly initial status of the event in the
London sporting hierarchy, no play was scheduled for the Friday or Saturday of that week in
order not to clash with the Eton v Harrow cricket match at Lord’s.

Within three years, however, grandstands had been purchased to accommodate the
growing crowds at the annual event, by 1881 the Club had raised enough funds to purchase
the Worple Road ground and the following year croquet ceased to be played and the Club
was renamed the ‘All England Lawn Tennis Club’.

Now, of course, the names of the ‘All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club’ (Croquet
as a sport was reintroduced in 1957, although the sport had returned to the club’s name
in 1899) and ‘Wimbledon’ are famous the world over and synonymous with one of the
world’s greatest and most popular sporting events. So much has changed since 1877, yet the
relationship between a private members’ club and the world’s premier tennis Grand Slam
remains wonderfully and proudly unique.

Adapted from Wimbledon: The Official History by John Barrett
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RISING STARS TO
SHINE AT 138TH
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Paul Newman looks forward to
The Championships 2025 as a new
generation of talent looks to make

its mark in London SW19



tennis was dominated by the so-called ‘Big Four’, but after Rafael

Nadal and Andy Murray followed Roger Federer into retirement
last year, Novak Djokovic is the last active player left of the four who
won every gentlemen’s singles title at The Championships between
2003 and 2022.

Q nd then there was one. For the best part of two decades men’s

With two recent Wimbledon Ladies’ Singles Champions, Angelique Kerber and Simona
Halep, having also announced their retirements since last summer, this year’s
Championships will demonstrate how much the sport’s landscape is changing. A new wave
of talent has emerged, headed by the likes of Mirra Andreeva, Alexandra Eala, Diana
Shnaider, Jack Draper, Jakub Mensik and Ben Shelton.

There is nothing new about teenaged champions in women’s tennis — Martina Hingis and
Maria Sharapova for example won Wimbledon at 16 and 17 respectively — but as players
have become fitter and stronger it has become increasingly difficult for younger generations
to make an impact. At the start of this year Andreeva was the only teenager in the world’s
top 100, which makes her achievements all the more remarkable — she only turned 18 in
April, having just won two of the biggest tournaments on the Women’s Tennis Association
tour at Dubai and Indian Wells, which took her into the world’s top 10. Might the ultimate
prize now be within her reach? It should help that she is coached by someone who knows
what it takes to win Wimbledon, Conchita Martinez having claimed the All England Club
title in 1994. Andreeva, who played in her first Grand Slam semi-final at Roland-Garros
last summer, has already proved her aptitude for grass, having reached the fourth round on
her Championships debut two years ago.

What of the other young women who have been breaking through? Eala, who turned 20
in May, has taken longer than Andreeva to make an impact but enjoyed a remarkable run to
this year’s semi-finals in Miami, where she beat three Grand Slam champions in Jelena
Ostapenko, Madison Keys and Iga Swiatek. Shnaider, who turned 21 in April this year,
made the world’s top 20 during her breakthrough season in 2024, winning four tournaments
along the way, including the grass court event at Bad Homburg. Meanwhile Maya Joint,
aged 19, and Polina Kudermetova, aged 22, are set for their Championships debuts after
making significant progress this year, while 20-year-old Linda Noskova and 21-year-old
Ashlyn Krueger are among others with great potential.

The first 17 years of the 20th century saw Serena and Venus Williams dominate at The
Championships, winning the ladies’ singles title 12 times between them, but the last eight
editions have been won by eight different players. Five have since retired (Serena Williams,
Garbifie Muguruza, Kerber, Halep and Ashleigh Barty), while the last three champions have
all been ranked outside the world’s top 20: Elena Rybakina was world No.23, Marketa
Vondrousova No.42 and Barbora Krejcikova No.32. Rybakina went on to reach the quarter-
finals in 2023 and the semi-finals last year, but Vondrousova became only the second
defending Ladies’ Singles Champion (after Steffi Graf in 1994) to go out in the first round
when she lost to Jessica Bouzas Maneiro last summer. Krejcikova has been dogged by a back
injury this year.

Recent Wimbledons might suggest the ladies’ singles will be as open as ever this summer,
but Aryna Sabalenka, semi-finalist in her last two appearances at the All England Club and
world No.1 for most of the last year, will be hoping not to feature in any upsets. Going into
Roland-Garros, the 27-year-old had made the quarter-finals or better in each of her
previous nine Grand Slam appearances. Iga Swiatek, who was dislodged from the top of the
world rankings last year by Sabalenka, has been dominant on clay in recent years, but has
rarely found her best form at The Championships. Top seed for the last three years, the Pole
lost in the third round in 2022 and 2024 and in the quarter-finals in 2023.
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Mirra Andreeva took The Championships by storm to reach the fourth round aged 16 in 2023
(above) and will be a genuine contender in 2025

Of the other leading women, Jessica Pegula has one quarter-final appearance to show
from her five visits to The Championships, while Madison Keys, this year’s Australian Open
champion, has two from 10. Coco Gauff made a spectacular start to her Wimbledon career,
beating Venus Williams as a 15-year-old debutant and going on to reach the fourth round,
but has gone no further in her four subsequent appearances. Jasmine Paolini, runner-up last
year, and Ons Jabeur, beaten finalist in both 2022 and 2023, will both be hoping to recapture
their best grass court form, while Petra Kvitova and Belinda Bencic have returned to
competition following maternity breaks.

Of the British women, Emma Raducanu, Katie Boulter and Sonay Kartal all have reasons
for optimism. Raducanu has made the second week at The Championships in two of her
three appearances and has shown signs this year of a return to the form that saw her win the
US Open four years ago. Boulter is a proven grass court performer who has won matches at
The Championships in each of the last four years, while Kartal made her big breakthrough
last summer when she reached the third round of the main draw as a qualifier.

Teenaged champions are as rare in the modern men’s game as they are among the
women. Mensik and Shang Juncheng were the only teenagers in the world’s top 100 at the
start of this year. Mensik, nevertheless, has long been identified as a potential champion, not
least by Djokovic, who invited the big-hitting Czech to train with him at his club in
Belgrade three years ago. Djokovic was on the other side of the net when the 19-year-old
enjoyed the biggest win of his career in March this year when he won the Miami Open,
where three of his victims were ranked in the world’s top seven. Mensik lost to Alexander
Bublik first time out on his Wimbledon debut last year, but nobody will relish facing him
this summer.
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Mouch the same can be said of 22-year-old Shelton and 21-year-old Giovanni Mpetshi
Perricard, who are two of the game’s biggest servers. Shelton, who reached the fourth round
last summer and made the US Open semi-finals in 2023, had a serve recorded at 150mph at
Indian Wells earlier this year. Mpetshi Perricard meanwhile hit the joint fastest serve of the
Fortnight (140mph) in reaching the fourth round on his Championships debut last year. In
his very first appearance at the All England Club the Frenchman became just the seventh
man in history to hit 50 or more aces in a match as he knocked out the No.20 seed,
Sebastian Korda.

Arthur Fils, another 21-year-old Frenchman, broke into the world’s top 20 at the end of
2024 and should go into The Championships full of confidence after reaching the fourth
round last year, while Holger Rune, a 22-year-old Dane, has already appeared in a
Championships quarter-final. As for the ‘Next Gen’ group of players, the likes of Daniil
Medvedev, Alexander Zverev and Stefanos Tsitsipas might be wondering whether their
Wimbledon chances are starting to fade.

In Murray’s absence the weight of British expectations in the gentlemen’s singles will fall
largely on the shoulders of Draper. Physical issues had interrupted his progress until he
made his big breakthrough by winning the grass court title at Stuttgart last summer. In his
next tournament he beat Alcaraz at The Queen’s Club and in March this year he joined the
world’s top 10 by winning Indian Wells. Draper, nevertheless, will need to improve on his
record at The Championships, where he has never gone beyond the second round.

The progress made by the likes of Draper, Mensik and Fils has been putting pressure on
22-year-old Alcaraz and 23-year-old Jannik Sinner, who were the first players of their
generation to win Grand Slam titles. In successfully defending his All England Club crown
last summer Alcaraz became only the second man in the Open era (after Federer) to win his
first four Grand Slam singles finals. He also won his first four Grand Slam titles at a
younger age than Djokovic, Federer and Nadal, while Bjorn Borg and Boris Becker are the
only other men to have won multiple Wimbledon titles before the age of 22. The youngest
man ever to win Roland-Garros and Wimbledon in the same year, Alcaraz is already
three-quarters of the way towards a ‘career Grand Slam’, with the Australian Open the only
major jewel missing from his crown.

Alcaraz and Sinner dominated men’s tennis in 2024, with Sinner winning the two other
Grand Slam tournaments, in Melbourne and New York. The Italian won his third Grand
Slam title in 13 months when he made a successful defence of his Australian Open trophy
this January. He then missed three months after agreeing to serve a suspension following
two failed drugs tests last year, although he was cleared of any deliberate intention to breach
anti-doping rules. Although at his best on hard courts, Sinner won his first grass court title
last summer at Halle. He has also won plenty of matches at The Championships, having
reached two quarter-finals and one semi-final in his last three appearances. Sinner beat
Alcaraz in four sets in their only previous meeting at Wimbledon three summers ago.

Although Murray’s injury woes meant that he had never gone beyond the third round
since limping out of The Championships 2017, the Scot will be missed this summer, having
been a focus of British interest ever since his Centre Court debut 20 years ago. Nevertheless,
the retirement of the 2013 and 2016 Gentlemen’s Singles Champion has not meant his
departure from the tennis scene as he made a surprise return for a six-month stint as
Djokovic’s coach at the start of this year. Djokovic went on to reach the Australian Open
semi-finals, beating Alcaraz along the way, before a leg injury ended his chances of claiming
his 25th Grand Slam title.

Djokovic’s Melbourne victory over Alcaraz was the eighth meeting between the two men
in what has become a fascinating battle of the generations. Alcaraz, who has only just turned
22, has beaten 38-year-old Djokovic in the last two Wimbledon finals. Indeed, Djokovic’s
only two losses in his last 41 matches at The Championships were in those two finals.
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However, the Serb turned
the tables on the Spaniard
in last summer’s Olympics
final and took his head-to-
head lead over his younger
rival to 5-3 with that
victory in Melbourne.

Can Djokovic win
Wimbledon for the eighth
time and thus equal the
men’s record held by
Federer? If he does so he
would eclipse Federer’s
record as the oldest man to
win the title in the Open
era, the Swiss having done
so in 2017 at the age of 35
years and 342 days.
Djokovic is already the
only man in the Open era
to have reached three
Wimbledon finals after his ~ Having broken into the world’s top 10 in 2025, 23-year-old

35th birthday. Jack Draper (above) will be aiming to go past the second round
Djokovic made his at The Championships for the first time
Championships debut in

2005, when all line calls were still made by line umpires. Electronic Line Calling, enabling
players to challenge line calls, was introduced in 2007. This year all ‘out’ and ‘fault’line calls
on all courts will be made by Live Electronic Line Calling following extensive testing during
last year’s Championships. There will also be a change to the schedule for the finals weekend.
The gentlemen’s and ladies’ doubles finals will both start at 1pm, followed by the ladies’ and
gentlemen’s singles finals at 4pm, on the second Saturday and Sunday respectively.

Meanwhile the public’s passion for The Championships continues to grow. A record
number of applications for tickets was received for the Public Ballot from the UK and
around the world, with particularly strong interest from the United States, Italy and Ireland,
and Keith Prowse — the Official Hospitality Partner of The Championships — reported that
all hospitality packages were sold out by the end of April. Several broadcast partners
reported record viewing figures last year and a number of new or extended media rights
agreements will begin at these Championships.

Players will enjoy an enhanced restaurant this year as part of the Millennium Building
project, which aims to improve their overall experience, while additional facilities for
spectators will include a new public restaurant, The Cavendish, in the heart of No.1 Court.
The restaurant is named after Henry ‘Cavendish’ Jones, a committee member of what was
then the All England Croquet Club who in 1875 suggested setting aside an area where
tennis and badminton could be played.

One hundred and fifty years on from that historic moment, this year’s Championships
will mark some other significant milestones. It was exactly 100 years ago that a Qualifying
Competition for all five Championship events was held for the first time, at the
Roehampton Club. This year also marks the 50th anniversary of one of the most remarkable
finals at The Championships, when Arthur Ashe became the first black player to win the
gentlemen’s singles title by beating Jimmy Connors, who had been the overwhelming
favourite. Who will be this year’s headline-makers? We look forward to finding out.
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The Championship Events

he following record shows the concluding matches which have

decided the five Championship events over the years. From 1878

to 1921 the holder of the gentlemen’s singles title did not compete

until the Challenge Round, when he met the winner of the all
comers’ singles to decide The Championship. When the holder did not
defend his title the winner of the all comers’ singles automatically became
champion and the years when this occurred are indicated by an asterisk.
The same system applied to the ladies’ singles and gentlemen’s doubles
from 1886 to 1921, but not the ladies’ doubles and mixed doubles, which
both commenced in 1913. In 1922 the Challenge Round was abolished and
subsequently all competitors played through.

CHALLENGE ROUND ABOLISHED

In 1912 the United States LTA abolished the Challenge Round system in the gentlemen’s
singles at the American Championships held in the autumn. During the following winter
The All England Lawn Tennis Club conducted a poll amongst the leading players of the
day, which showed that 68 were in favour of playing through and 48 retaining the Challenge
Round. The Committee decided that the majority was not sufficient to justify a change.

However, another poll carried out in 1921 showed that the numbers were 91 in favour
and 27 to the contrary. The margin was considered large enough to bring about an alteration
to the system and with the consent of the holders, the new system was introduced for the
1922 Championships.

1o browse the full record of every draw ever played at The Championships, please
visit wimbledon.com.

Right: Spencer Gore —
the first-ever Wimbledon
champion
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GENTLEMEN’S CHAMPIONS WHO WERE ALSO RUNNERS-UP

Name

AGASSI AK.
ALLISON W.L.
ASHE A.R.
AUSTIN]J.R.
BADDELEY H.
BADDELEY W.

BARLOW H.S.
BECKERB.F.

BHUPATHI M.S.

BJORKMANJ.L.
BORGB.R.
BOROTRA]JR.

BOWES-LYON P.
BROMWICH J.E.
BROOKES N.E.
BROWN T.P.
BRUGNONT.
BRYAN M.C

BRYANR.C.

BUDGEJ.D.
CASER.L.
CASHP.H.
COCHET HJ.
CONNORS]J.S.

COOKEET.
COOPERAJ.

CRAWFORD J.H.

CURREN K.M.
DAVIDSON OK.
DECUGIS M.O.
DIXON C.P.
DJOKOVIC N.
DOHERTY H.L.
DOHERTY RF.

DROBNYJ.
EBDEN M.
EDBERG S.B.
ELTINGH].F.
EMERSONRSS.
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Event and year

S 1999

$1930, D 1935

D 1971

M 1981

D 1892, 1897

S 1893, 1894, 1896, D
1892, 1897

D 1893, 1894

S 1988, 1990, 1991,
1995

M 1998, D 2003, M
2011

D 2008, M 1999

S 1981

$1925, 1927, 1929, D
1934

D 1888

S 1948, M 1949

S 1905, 1919

S$1947, D 1948

D 1927, 1931, 1934
D 2005, 2009, 2014,
M 2001, 2008

D 2005, 2009, 2014,
M 2006

M 1936

D 1976

D 1984, 1985

S 1928, D 1927, 1931
S 1975, 1977, 1978,
1984

S 1939

$1957, D 1958
S$1934, M 1928

S 1985

D 1966

D 1912

D 1914

S 2013, 2023, 2024
S 1898, D 1902, 1906
$1901, D 1896, 1902,
1906

S 1949, 1952, D 1951
M 2022

S 1989

D 1997, M 1992

D 1964, 1967

Name
FEDERER R.

FITZGERALD].B.

FLEMING P.B.
FLETCHER K.N.

FRASER N.A.

GOBERT A.H.
GODFREE L.A.
GORE AW.

GORE SW.
GOTTFRIED B.E.
GUENTHARDT H.P.
HAARHUIS PV.N.
HARTLEY T
HARTWIG R.N.
HEWITTL.G.
HEWITT R.AJ.
HOAD L.A.
HOWE R.N.
HUGHES G.P.
HUNTERFT.
IVANISEVIC G.
JARRYD A.P.
KNOWLES M.S.
KONTINEN H.
LACOSTEJ.R.
LAVERR.G.
LAWFORD H.F.

LEACHR.D.
LEWIS EW.

LLOYD]J.M.
LOTT G.M.
LYCETTR.

McENROE J.P.

McGREGOR K.B.
McKINLEY C.R.
McMILLAN FE.D.
McNAMEE P.F.

WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2025

Event and year

S 2008, 2014, 2015,
2019

D 1985, 1988, M 1985,
1990

D 1978, 1982, 1986
D 1964, 1965, 1967, M
1964, 1967

S1958, D 1955, 1957,
1958, 1973, M 1957,
1959

D 1912

M 1924, 1927

S 1899, 1902, 1907,
1910, 1912, D 1908,
1910

S1878

D 1979

M 1986

D 1997, 1999, 2000
S 1881

D 1953

M 2000

D 1961, 1965, M 1963
D 1957

M 1960, 1961

D 1932, 1937

S$1923

$1992, 1994, 1998
D 1988

D 2002

M 2017

S 1924

S 1959, 1960, D 1959
S 1880, 1884, 1885,
1886, 1888

D 1989, 1995

D 1884, 1889, 1890,
1893, 1895

M 1982

D 1930

§$1922,D 1919, M
1920, 1922

§1980, 1982, D 1978,
1982

S 1951

S 1961

M 1977, 1979

D 1984



Name
MAHONY H.S.
MAHUT N.P.A.
MASTERS G.
MEKTIC N.
MELO M.P.D.
MIRNYI M.N.
MOODIE W.A.
MULLOQOY G.P.
MURRAY A.B.
MURRAY]J.R.
NADALR.
NASTASE 1.
NEWCOMBE ].D.
NESTOR D.M.

O’HARA WOOD H.

PAESL.A.
PALMER J.E.
PARKE].C.
PATTERSON G.L.
PAVIC M.
PERRY FJ.
PETRA Y.FM.
PEYA A.

PIM]J.

PUGH J.R.
PURCELL M.
RALSTONR.D.

RAMA
RAMIREZR.C.
RENSHAW J.E.

RENSHAW W.C.
RICHARDS V.

Event and year
S 1897

D 2019

D 1976

D 2022

D 2013

D 2003, M 2014
M 2010

D 1948, 1949, M 1956
S2012

D 2015, M 2018
$2006, 2007, 2011
$1972,1976
S1969

D 2002

D 1922

M 2009

D 1999

D 1920, M 1913
$1920, D 1922, 1928
D 2017, 2022

D 1932

M 1937

M 2015

S 1891, 1892, D 1891
D 1989, M 1991

D 2024

§$1966,D 1971, M
1962, 1966

M 2003

D 1979, M 1973

S 1882, 1883, 1887,
1889

S 1890

D 1926

Name
RIESSEN M.C.
RISELEY F.L.

RITCHIE M.J.G.
ROCHE A.D.
ROSE M.G.
ROSEWALL K.R.

SCHROEDER F.R.
SEDGMAN F.A.
SEIXASEV.
SMITH S.H.

SMITH S.R.

STOKER F.O.
STOLLEFE.S.

STURGESS E.W.
SUK C.
TRABERT M.A.
TUCKEY C.R.D.
VAN RYN JW.
VINES H.E.

Von CRAMM G.A.

WILBERFORCE HWW.

WILDING A.F.

WILLIAMS R.N.
WOODBRIDGE T.A.
WOODFORDE M.R.
WOOSNAM M.
ZIMON]JIC N.

Event and year

D 1969, M 1971

S 1903, 1904, 1906,
D 1903,

S$1909, D 1911
S1968, M 1965, 1969
D 1953, M 1951

D 1955, 1968, 1970, M
1954

D 1949

S1950, M 1948

D 1952, 1954

§1900, D 1903, 1904,
1905

S$1971, D 1972, 1974,
1980, 1981

D 1891

S 1963, 1964, 1965,
D 1961,

D 1951, 1952

M 1995

D 1954

D 1937

D 1935

S1933

S 1935, 1936, 1937

D 1888

S1914, D 1911,

M 1914

D 1924

D 1998, M 2004

D 1998, M 1996

M 1921

D 2004, 2006

Notes: S = Gentlemen’s Singles Championship; D = Gentlemen’s Doubles Championship;
M = Mixed Doubles Championship
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Above: The cover of the official programme for The Championships 1926, which saw
Kitty Godfree triumph in the ladies’ singles
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LADIES’ CHAMPIONS WHO WERE ALSO RUNNERS-UP

Name
AUSTINT.A.
BARROND.C.

BARTOLIM.S.
BARTY A.
BINGLEY/
HILLYARD B.
BETZ P.M.
BLACK C.C.
BOOTHBY P.D.H.
BROUGHA.L.

BROWNE M.K.
BUENO M.E.A.

BUXTON A.
CASALSR.
CAWLEY H.F.
CLIJSTERS K.
CONNOLLY M.C.
COOPER/
STERRY C.R.
DAVENPORT L.A.
DOUGLASS/
CHAMBERS D.K

DURRFG.

EVERT/
LLOYD C.M
FABYAN S.H.

FERNANDEZ B.C.
FRY SJ.

GARRISON Z.L.
GIBSON A.
GOOLAGONG/
CAWLEY E.F
GRAF S.M.

HANTUCHOVA D.

HANTZE/
SUSMAN K.J
HARD D.R.
HART DJ.

92

Event and year

M 1981

D 1929, M 1923, 1924,
1934

S 2007

D 2013

S 1885, 1887, 1888, 1891,
1892, 1893, 1901

D 1946

M 2009

S 1910, 1911

S 1946, 1952, 1954,

D 1947, 1951, 1952,

M 1949, 1955

M 1926

$1965, 1966, D 1967,
M 1959, 1960, 1967

S 1956

D 1980, 1983, M 1976
D 1974

D 2001, M 2000

D 1952, 1953

S 1897, 1899, 1900, 1902,
1904, 1912, D 1913

S 2000, 2005 D 1998
S 1905, 1907, 1919, 1920
D 1913, 1919, 1920,
M 1919

D 1965, 1968, 1970,
1972, 1973, 1975

S 1973, 1978, 1979, 1980,
1982, 1984, 1985

D 1930, 1936, M 1936,
1938

D 1991, 1995, M 1995
S 1951, D 1950, 1954,
M 1953

S 1990

M 1956, 1957, 1958

S 1972,1975,1976

D 1971, M 1972

S 1987, 1999

M 2002

D 1964

S 1957, 1959, M 1963

S 1947, 1948, 1953, D
1946, 1948, 1950, 1954,
M 1948

Name
HUBER L.
JACOBS H.H.

JAMES W.A.
JONES A.S.
JORDANK.

KERBERA.
KRAHWINKEL H.

LARCOMBE EW.

MCKANE K./
GODFREE L.A.
MCNAIR W.M.
MAKAROVAELV.
MATHIEU S.E.H.
MAURESMO A.
MELICHAR N.
MERTENSE.
METAXAD.E.
MICHEL M.
MLADENOVICK.
MOFFITT/

KING BJ.

MORTIMER F.AM.
MORTON A.M.
MUDFORD PE.
MUGURUZA G.
NAVRATILOVA M.

NOVOTNA J.

OSBORNE/
DUPONT M.E.
PESCHKE K.
RAYMOND L.M.
RICE H.B.G.
RICHEY N.A.
ROUND D.E.
RYAN E.M.

SABATINI G.B.
SANCHEZ VICARIO A
SAVCHENKO/
NEILAND L.I.

WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2025

Event and year

D 2004, M 2001
$1929, 1932, 1934, 1935,
1938, D 1932, 1936,
1939

D 1933

S 1967, D 1968, M 1962
D 1981, 1982, 1984,
1990, M 1984

S 2016

S 1931, 1936, D 1935,
M 1930

S 1903, 1914, D 1914,
1919, 1920, M 1913
S$1923, D 1922, 1924,
1926, M 1927

S 1913

D 2015

D 1935, 1938, M 1937
D 2005

D 2018

D 2022, 2023

D 1931

D 1969

D 2014

S 1963, 1969, 1970,

D 1964, 1976, M 1966,
1978, 1983

$1958

S 1908, 1909

D 1937

S 2015

S 1988, 1989, 1994,

D 1977,1985, M 1986
$1993,1997 D 1991,
1992, 1993, 1994

S 1949, 1950, D 1947,
1951, 1958, M 1954

D 2018

D 2008, M 2010, 2013
S 1889

D 1967

S 1933

S 1921, 1930, D 1932,
M 1920, 1922, 1925

S 1991

S 1995 1996, D 1994
D 1988, 1989, 1992, 1993
1996, M 1996, 1997



Name
SHRIVER P.H.
SIGART].
SMYLIE E.M.

SMITH A.E.
SMITH/
COURT M.

SHARAPOVA M.
SREBOTNIK K.

STAMMERS K.E.

STOSURS.J.
STOVE B.F.

STUBBS R.P.
SUGIYAMA, A
SUTTON M.G.
TEGART/
DALTONJ.A.M.

Event and year
D 1985

D 1931, M 1932

D 1987, 1990, M 1985,
1990

D 1981, 1982, 1984

S 1964, 1971, D 1961,
1963, 1966, 1971,

M 1964, 1971

S 2011

D 2007, M 2008

S 1939

D 2008, 2009, M 2022
S 1977, D 1973, 1975,
1976,1977,1979, M
1975, 1977,1979

D 2009

D 2000, 2001, 2004

S 1906

S 1968, D 1966, 1972,
M 1965, 1969

Name
TODD M.P.

TURNBULL W.M.

VESNINAE.S.

WADE S.V.
WATSON H.M.
WATSON M.E.
WILLIAMS, S.J.

WILLIAMS VE.S.

WILLS/
MOODY H.N.
YORKE A.M.
ZVEREVA N.M.

ZVONAREVA V.

Event and year
D 1948, 1949, M 1950
D 1979, 1980, 1983,
1986, M 1982

D 2010, 2015, 2021
M 2011, 2012

D 1970

M 2017

S 1886

S 2004, 2008, 2018, 2019
$2002, 2003, 2009,
2017, M 2006

S 1924

D 1933, 1938, 1939

D 1988, 1989, 1995, 1998
M 1991

$2010, D 2010

Notes: S = Ladies’ Singles Championship; D = Ladies’ Doubles Championship; M = Mixed Doubles

Championship

Above: The  forst Ladies’ Championship in 1884
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Above: Jasmine Paolini — the Ladies' Singles Runner-up at The Championships 2024 —
became the first Italian woman to reach the singles semi-finals at SW19 in the Open era
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THE CHAMPIONS



Above: The 2024 Girls' Singles Champion Renata Jamrichova raises her arms to the sky in
celebration following her 6-3 6-4 victory over Emerson Jones in the final on No.1 Court
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BOYS' SINGLES CHAMPIONS ROLL OF HONOUR

Name
ALEXANDER, John Gillient
ANGER, Matthew
BANERJEE, Samir
BERTRAM, Byron Maxwell
BORG, Bjorn Rune
BUCHHOLZ, Earl Henry
BUDKOV KJAER, Nicolai
CASH, Patrick Hart
CHARDY, Jeremy
DAVIDOVICH FOKINA, Alejandro
DE BAKKER, Thiemo
DIMITROV, Grigor
EDBERG, Stefan Bengt
EL SHAFEI, Ismail Adly

Abdel Hamid
ENQVIST, Karl Johan Thomas
FEDERER, Roger
FUCSOVICS, Marton
GRAEBNER, Clark Edward
GUENTHARDT, Heinz Peter
HANN, Michael Preston
HOLMBERG, Ronald Edward
HORN, John Alfred Thomas
HUMPHRIES, Scott Marshall
KALOGEROPOULOS, Nicholas
KNIGHT, William Arthur
KOROTKOYV, Vladimir Viktorovich
KRATZMANN, Mark Edward
KREISS, Robert Irwin
KRISHNAN, Ramanathan
KRISHNAN, Ramesh
KULTT, Lars Johan Nicklas
KUPFERBUGER, Johann
KUZNETSOV, Andrey Alexandrovic
LAVALLE, Leonardo
LEJUS, Toomas
LENDL, Ivan
LEWIS, Christopher John
MAHUT, Nicolas Pierre Armand

Date of Birth
4 Jul 1951

20 Jun 1963
2 Oct 2003
29 Oct 1952
6 Jun 1956
16 Sep 1940
1 Sep 2006
27 May 1965
12 Feb 1987
5 Jun 1999
19 Sept 1988
16 May 1991
19 Jan 1966
15 Nov 1947

13 Mar 1974
8 Aug 1981
8 Feb 1992
4 Nov 1943
8 Feb 1959
24 Aug 1937
27 Jan 1938
6 Nov 1931
26 May 1976
18 Feb 1945
12 Nov 1935
23 Apr 1948
17 May 1966
30 Apr 1953
11 Apr 1937
5 Jun 1961
22 Apr1971
2 Oct 1933
22 Feb 1991
14 Jul 1967
28 Aug 1941
7 Mar 1960
9 Mar 1957
21Jan 1982

Place of Birth

Sydney, N.S.W.,, Australia
‘Walnut Creek, California, USA
New Jersey, USA
Johannesburg, Transvaal, S.A.
Stockholm, Sweden

St. Louis, Missouri, USA
Oslo, Norway

Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
Pau, France

Malaga, Spain

The Hague, Netherlands
Haskova, Bulgaria

Vastervik, Sweden

Cairo, Egypt

Farsta, Stockholm, Sweden
Basle, Switzerland
Nyiregyhaza, Hungary
Cleveland, Ohio, USA

Zurich, Switzerland

Shefhield, England

Brooklyn, New York, USA
Plaistow, London, England
Greeley, Colorado, USA

Costa Rica

Northampton, Northants, Eng.
Moscow, U.S.S.R.

Murgon, Queensland, Australia
Los Angeles, California, USA
Madras, India

Madras, India

Kungsanen, Stockholm, Sweden
Pretoria, Transvaal, South Africa
Tula, Russia

Mexico City, Mexico

Tallinn, US.S.R.

Ostrava, Czechoslovakia
Auckland, New Zealand

Angers, France

THE CHAMPIONS
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BOYS’ SINGLES CHAMPIONS ROLL OF HONOUR (continued)

Name
MANDELSTAM, Rodney
MARTIN, William Ward
MATTHEWS, Stanley John
MELZER, Jurgen
MERGEA, Florin
MOCHIZUKI, Shintaro
MUTIS, Olivier
NARGISO, Diego
NIELSEN, Kurt
OPELKA, Reilly
ORANTES, Manuel
PAES, Leander Adrian
PELIWO, Filip
PEREIRA, Nicolas
POLJICAK, Mili
QUINZI, Gianluigi
REID, Todd Charles
RUBIN, Noah

SABAU, Razvan
SAVILLE, Luke
SEARLE, Henry
SHAPOVALOV, Denis

SKOCH, David
STOCKENBERG, Staffan Oscar
TATTERSALL, James Irvine
TSENG, Chun Hsin
TULASNE, Thierry
VALENT, Roman

VELEZ, Eduardo
VOLTCHKOYV, Vladimir
WHITEHOUSE, Wesley
WILSON, Robert Keith
WINITSKY, Van Alan
YOUNG, Donald

Notes:
1. Right-handed
2. Left-handed

Date of Birth
8 Apr 1942
25 Dec 1956
29 Nov 1945
22 May 1981
26 Jan 1985
2 Jun 2003

2 Feb 1978
15 Mar 1970
19 Nov 1930
28 Aug 1997
5 Feb 1949
16 Jun 1973
30 Jan 1994
29 Sep 1970
13 Jul 2004
1 Feb 1996

3 Jun 1984
21 Feb 1996
18 Jun 1977
1 Feb 1994
29 Mar 2006
15 Apr 1999

6 Nov 1976
14 Sep 1931
27 Mar 1940
8 Aug 2001
12 Jul 1963
8 Jul 1983
20 Apr 1969
7 Apr 1978
13 Mar 1979
22 Nov 1935
12 Mar 1959
23 Jul 1989

3. Right-handed, two handed backhand

4. Left-handed, two handed backhand

Place of Birth
Boksburg, Transvaal, S.A.
Evanston, Illinois, USA
Stoke, Staffordshire, England
Vienna, Austria

Craiova, Romania

Japan

Russange, France

Naples, Italy

Copenhagen, Denmark

St. Joseph, Michigan, USA
Granada, Spain

Calcutta, India

Vancouver, Canada

Salto, Uruguay

Split, Croatia

Cittadella, Italy

Sydney, NSW, Australia
New York, New York, USA
Bucharest, Romania

Berri, SA, Australia
Wolverhampton, England
Tel Aviv, Israel

Prague, Czechoslovakia
Orebro, Sweden
Gloucester, England
Chinese Taipei
Aix-Les-Bains, France
Zurich, Switzerland
Monterrey, Mexico
Minsk, US.S.R.
Empangeni, S.A.
Hendon, Middlesex, England
Miami, Florida, U.S.A.
Chicago, US.A.

122 WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2025

Notes

NOR W R W W R WRE W RN W R N W R B R R W

AN R A R LW LR, W R, R W



-9 t-9 n (DDS) PPIOIT, "A % (QAN) 2seeH 4 (VSN) ewdspnQ *§ g sueay g 8 ¥00C

S-L(-L)9L n (SNV) duorang) "5 £oug 'y 1 (NOY) ne23], "H 29 vSOIA A 4 €00C

-9 9% -9 n (VSN) wey g g 1oyeq g n (NOY) Me23 T, "H 29 w81 "] 8 200C

-9 1-9 1 (XA soTezuon) - 2 AereSeqy g 8 (nOd) muade "D R (NYD) mdueq 8 00T

€99-1¢9 n (AgD) 49y g ueg Y L (1) WA 2 9u20) " 8 0002

-9 S-L n (NIL) wourwaiN *[2 (TN4) AuF "1, T (DYV) werpueqreN ‘d % BHOD "D 8 6661

=949 4 (ISD) wey "V 2 (V) e2porT N n (TA9) snyeoy "3 TO 8 (INS) 239p2 14 8661

99 4 (V'SY) 9SNOYIIMYAA "\ 2@ USZINGPSIAN 9P UBA “[ I (THO) nsseIAL "N 29 (M d) euioH T 4 L661

¥-92-9 4 (V'S¥) SnOYIRIYAA "ML 2 SH290Y " I (N'VD) preyaiqoy *[29 (VLD [epoeig " 4 9661

-9 (¢-1) 9-L 4 (DY) wond A R (XAIN) 29PUeUoH 'Y n (4gD) veunor], ‘W[ 29T W 8 S661

¥-9C-9 L (V) 23RS Y 2 (AS) A1Uaeld A T (Snv) stssnoddyryg "y N 29 POoM[IT “d 8 7661

(#-L) 9-L (8-9) L-9 4 (VS¥) SWENNAA "D 2@ UIMpoD) "N T (TZN) ySrequaerg) *[2g sumo(T °§ 8 €661

L6 9% 1-9 n (AN 2uenny] "N 2 mpednyg "L € (snv) +=des "g 2 sepreq °g 8 7661

-9 (b-£) 9-L9-1 € (SAN) 49p21paN 'Y 2 (VSY) #8e[ >q "T-[ 4 (N'VD) BIspasy "D 29 (IVIND 'wery 4 T661

€-99-v (S-L) 9-L S (VS¥) ©IsnIpuQ A 2R YSIEIAL D T (NVD) 2ue[qo] '§ 2 neare] °§ 8 0661

(€-2) 9-L =) 9-L 4 (VSY) w12, 'A% 252> "T-[ (4 (VSN) 3e3g "y[ 29 3owred o[ 8 6361

S-L9-1+-9 S (HO.L) ®1ze1pz 1,22 PId 'd T (SNV) 28puqpoop Y1, Frqualoig [ 8 8861

(T-1) 9-L €9 I (V.LD) 1550y “F 2 0st8reN " € (SNV) 28prqpoop "y 1,29 S1quasfoig [ 4 1861

1-9 1-9 n (N'VD) yosearey] "H % (SNV) e 'S n (HOL) epi03 d 9 (dSH) TPUogie) "1, 8 9861

-9 (€-L) 9L (4 (HOL) NS "D 29 epIo3] °d n (1Ad) v8ezx *[29 (XAIN) OUIOIN Y 4 S861

6-11#-99-1 T (AMS) vossuaag [ (SV) wuvwziesy ‘N[ n (VS) SSPAN "AY 29 umoIg 4 861

799 € (NILA) oseuyey "0 2 (INOY) 2sw3seN ‘TN ¥ (SNV) Mo *§ 2g uuewzyery] “JA 4 €861

-9 €-9 T (VSN) ss0¥ “[[9 w1 Ay € (Snv) Aeopery [ ysed "H'd 4 861
uoljisod uoljsod spoos

91005  Bulpdss dn-sisauuny  Buipdas suoidweyd JOo 'ON PLEYN

dIHSNOIdWVHD S379Nn0d .SA0d

123

THE CHAMPIONS



.uﬂauﬁﬁmﬁm 61-PTAOD) 9Y3 03 anp PI[[3dULD SeM ()70 wQHQwGOHQENQU YT, ; SAON

=9 (1-£) 9-L n (4Z0) vessuny] *[2g sewryy °[ n (YAD) sneyua0ydg I % (VS() 143ozey Y 8 0T
€-9 €-9 9 (VD) v 'V (298) ovnld n (VLD wdmp DR (@20) dmd [ 8 €20C
€-9(5-L)9-L S (V) >dsneqou] g 2@ nIqa( "D n (VS) UdSPYIA 'Y 29 AuzI09) °g 8 [(44V4
-9 €9 n (4O ufeqpus "y 2 (dSd) uodury " N (dS) s euvzuely Y X (L) sepwng 8 T20C
- - - - - - j0e0C
79 6-L L (VS0 vpueN "D % (NVO) Feid ] 1 (Z0) vy [ 3arog [ 8 6107
-9 (5-L) 9-L 9 (@ZD) ¥HS "0 (100) ¥ ‘N n (NLD) wounnp 0% (INI) 7 A 8 810¢
949 € (A7) £1su2qIA "IN (1.NV) Aouotpoy [ 4 (Fd.1) sH H'A R (DYV) PP 'V 8 L10T
T-9%-9 9% T (NVO) aofeaodeyg (] 29 dustssery-18ny * 4 (FYD) sedisus T, §29 (1L.3) pwisrey "3 8 9107
¥-99-L ¥ (Nd[) uenmues "y 22 (vsn) wirdo 8 (AND 1e8eN 'S % (A1A) 41 H'N 8 STOC
9-8 9-¢ -9 T (SMY) 49197y "V 2 (VS 401203 'S € (V4 g) vuewoz ‘N 20T O 8 10T
€979 n (V.LD) ouwatodeN '§ g (V) pneaenod g n (SQ1V) sor81ky "N 9 SBIeupp{oY "L, 8 €10C
=979 n (VLD 1prerory g 23 neuo ‘I 14 (SNV) S0y "N 29 sHIeH Y 8 4114
S-L¥-99-¢ T ("ZD) £psaA (% (39D) u1p1oD "0 4 (OMD) o1 N (JAD) W10 "D 8 T10Z
=9 (L) 9-L n (MgD) ueSio "D g uoung n (MgD) vosreynbae, " 1,2 Aprorq ] 8 010C
-9 (L-€) L9 n (Vad) 380g 'y 4190 °[ n (aD) zomeny] 3R (VYD) ¥29°H H-d 8 600T
0T-CT 9-C+-9 € (SAv) o, g PRy T n (Ad.L) Buex "H-1L2 WSH 'd-O 8 800T
9y (S-L) 9-L n CIAS) wezin] ‘N (4ZD) Aaeqa[ g L (VLD wesmar], W (Jvd) zdoT°q 8 £00T
-9 (L-6) 9-L (4 (IAS) UBIeIN "V 2@ UezIn] N n (VS 38nuyog -\ 2 odture(] Y 8 900C
1-9 -9 n (44D) ySneuudy] "y (SOV) WoID 'S n (VSQ) Zeqeys AL 2@ dutad] °f 8 S00T
uolljisod uol}isod spo9s
91005  Bulposs dn-siauuny Buipass suoidweyd JOo 'ON JedA

(ponurjuo3) JIHSNOIdWVYHD S319N0A ,SA04

WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2025

124



S-L9-T1-9 - (VS 1 T - (Nd[) nsyewremeg " - 6961
€-9+-9 - (Snv) Juny 41 - (VSN) voadig "gy - 8961
919 - (AMS) Sxaqpueng W' - (AN) dwores "H'[ - L961
€961 - (449) vopduo) [ - (NI) wonspury g - 9961
€9¢9 - (DYV) 25eost) Y - (S¥N) BA0ZOIOIAL "A"Q - S961
1-9€-9 - (XAIN) syeqng g - (Vsn) zoworeg ‘I [ - 7961
1-9 -9 - (snv) Sutag "y - (V) Bees 'Wd - €961
919 - (1ZN) £301,"d'd - (S4N) vadaysyeq "D - 7961
9-8 -9 - (VSn) 30qeyd A - (S4N) vadayseq "D - 1961
v-9 ¥-9 - (VS¥) sSuryony] ‘N1 - (Vsn) oz [ - 0961
1-91-9 - (LNV) 38098 g - (VS¥) sso1) [ - 6561
¥-92-9 - (SYN) eavrmr(y 'y - (VSN) 100N "IN'S - 8561
-99-8 - (XAN) 242y A - (VSn) prowry "O'IW - LS6T
-9 €-9 - (4dD) Sutpng T - (499) vopdeH g’y - 9561
¥-9C-9 - (V) smquiey) op °g - (499) Suonswry ‘NS - SS6T

T-9¢€9LS - (V¥4) 30uuoiy D - (4g9D) ¥d VA - ¥S6T

1-9 9-t $-9 - M9D) ¥d V'A - (VS¥) venny " - €561

S-L1-9L-S - (ANI) Teaeq g - (AN) yosog v T - Ts61
-9 €-9 - (V.LI) outrezzer] g - MdD) mPuI0) N1 - 1561
=979 - (JON) 33 'V - (49O) PUI0) N1 - 061
99 - (499) 23pmred ‘A'S’[ - (TA9) STOPIN O - 6761
-9+-9 - (INS) 31mosy A - (HO.L) BAOYSIIAL 'O - 8761
-9 1-9 - (AMS) BT ' - (T1dg) vwoq D - Ly61

uolljisod uol}isod spo°as
91005  Bulposs dn-iauuny  Bulposs uoidweyd JOo 'ON Jea

dIHSNOIdWVHD S319NIS ,ST7dI9

125

THE CHAMPIONS



S-LT9 n (Tdg) sto¥mo) ] 4 (VSN) vy 9D 91 661
€-97-9 (8-9) £-9 n (S¥N) BaoTeNEIN I (gaD) Punny ‘g 91 1661
=979 9 (snv) 2dxeyg 3y L (HO.L) vaopeung 'y 91 0661
€979 9 (VSN) WerOdW [N n (HD.L) vaopeung 'y 91 6861
1-9 (§-2) 9-L L (V¥4) 412 d I (@aN) 2198 “IN'Y'd 91 8861
-9 ¥-9 n (Vad) prereH [ T (S¥N) ead1A7 “IN'N 91 L861
L-6T-99-C n (S4N) POV T n (SYN) ead187 AN 9T 9861
1-9 5L L (sn) dudg ‘W[ € (HO.L) va0dIoH 'V 8 S861
T-9€-99-¢€ n (VSY) yoruy g € (4gD) Y01 'N'V 8 861
1-92-9 S (OMH) 4H "4 n (V) stpered “d 8 €861
S-LT-9 T (HO.L) va0yng "H 4 (V) »uaue], 0 8 7861
0-9 9-€ ¥-9 n (VS¥) 40 94 8 (VSn) uosuren 177 8 1861
S-L()9-L S (snv) o1 s n (snv) vewaszg "q 8 0861
€91-9 S (VSN) U0noN V'Y € (Vsn) ¥eld "TIN 8 6L61
¥-9.9-€ 0-9 4 (HO.L) vAoyIpueI "H T (VSn) unsny "y, 8 8L61
1-96-L € (VSN) dmoT uasrey n (vsn) sydouoyuy 71 8 LL61
1-99-C €-9 - (VSY) %8nry ‘N - (S¥N) eaordwy) AN - 9261
€949 - (HOLL) ea0qIsTe]N - (S¥N) Brorfwy) XN - SL61
-9 S-L - (INOY) nosduorwig Ty - (DNR) ddnosne[ Ty - vL61
S-L+-9 - (HO.L) eaomesaeN ‘A - (VSN) vanwodry] )y - €L61
-9 9-t -9 - (4g9) 100 "TD - (VS¥) sson 'S'T - TL6T
-9 -9 - (49D) PIOJUA 'H'S - (S9N) vurysory "A'IN - 1L61
-9 9-8 - (S¥UN) eurysoTy A TN - (VSN) UsEM V'S - 0L61
uolljisod uol}jisod Sspo9s
91005  Bulposs dn-iauuny  Bulpsss uoidweyd Jo 'ON Jea)

(ponurjuo3) JIHSNOIAWVYHD SITONIS ,STHID

WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2025

126



€-94-9 L (IN) eyswansex g 4 () eaoderog *y 91 910C
v-95L (4 (SNY) raoyug 'y n (SN¥) Y7 V'S 91 S10C
0-9€99-C 8 (IAS) eAOIPaIUIYOG "3 n (LyT) ouadeso [ 91 ¥10C
¥-91-99- S (VSQ) pudsumoT, "1, T (InS) dwueg g 91 €10C
7929 € (DIN) eutoIng g S (NVD) pregonog ‘W' Od 91 (4104
(€-£)9-L 5L € (SNY) eadypEwONyy T (4 (snv) Lreq v 91 1100
99 €-9 01 (Nd[) nzrygst °S 6 (A7) ero3sd 91 010C
1-9€-99-¢ T (V1) d1a0uapeyIAL 3 ¥ (VH.L) ureemasyio] ‘N 91 600T
1-99-€ €-9 € (VH.L) uIeemdoypiia] "N n (4gD) vosqoy "A'N"1 91 800C
0-9€-99-C L (VSn) 218uorg ‘W 9 (TOd) wsuempey ) 91 L00T
(#-2)9-LT9 9 (IAS) eaoueqdy ‘I 4 (NAQ) BREUZOM O 91 900C
-9 €-9 n (LOV) ozsed 1, n (10d) eisuempey q'V 91 S00C
-9 (L-0) L-9¥-9 € (DDS) omoueay 'y 9 (I31N) oxuarepuog “A'Y 91 00T
€-99-€¥-9 n (SY) 2zpeseaeyd, 'y n (1a9) sudig N 91 €00C
9199+ L (S) eaodereyg |y 8 (SNY) eumdYINO XA 91 00T
S-L9-0-9 ST (SNY) ruyes " 8 (VND) ®lelpip v 91 1002
S-L¥-9 4 (I3IN) studigasg ", 4 (DYV) 1uIes "q'IN 91 000C
-9 (L) 9L L (SNY) ehwysimosousery ¥ (gZ0) eroueSedmy, T 91 6661
€9 (€-L) 9-L n (1dg) srsfO ) L (O718) Mrmoqaig -y 91 8661
S-L€9 9 (vsn) wouddry -y € (NIZ) ¥vd "0"0 91 L661
-9 €-9 9t n (dSA) vurs TN (0]8 (V) owsaIme 'y 91 9661
(9-8)9-L S-L S (VH.L) urednseue], 1, 6 (10d) ¥2810 'V 91 S661
-9 §-L S (4O uod[ Y- 8 (INS) sBuH I 91 7661
T-99-1(¢-L) 9L L (VLD °puesD Y T (TA9) 291 ‘N 91 €661
uoljisod uoljisod Spo9s
91005  Bulpass dn-iauuny  Bulpdss uoidweyd JO 'ON Jed

127

THE CHAMPIONS



“orwopued ¢T-prao)) a3 03 anp paaoued sem g0z sdrysuorduwrey)) oy, , :$930N

7-9¢9 € (snv) sevo[ g T (3IAS) waoyoLrwe[ 91 ¥20c
9C9 n (dZ0) vaoqunireq "N 4 (vSn) enounolN D 91 €20¢C
$-9€-9 L (NOH) Apxeap() T T (VSN) dpaoH T 91 Teoe
1-94-99-C n (FAO) Aunyes "N n (dSd) outQ [Pp BV Y 91 10T
- - - - - - 4020C

=99 01 (VSN) PON 'V n (DIn) Mg g 91 610C
99 n (1nS) Bunyy 1 n (TOd) oremg T 91 810C
T9L-ST9 n (VS v1'v € (VSn) 1D 91 L10C

uolNsod uoljisod spo9s
91005  BulpodS dn-iauuny  Buiposs uoidweyd JO 'ON Jea\

(ponurjuo3) JIHSNOIAWVYHD SITONIS ,STHID

WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2025

128



GIRLS’ SINGLES CHAMPIONS ROLL OF HONOUR

Name
ANTONOPLIS, Lea
ARMSTRONG, Sheila
ARNOLD, Miriam
AUSTIN, Tracy Ann
BAKSHEEVA, Galina

BARTKOWICZ, Jane Marie
(Peaches)

BARTY, Ashleigh
BENCIC, Belinda

BLACK, Cara Cavell
BONDARENKO, Kateryna

Volodymrivna

BOUCHARD, Eugenie Caitlin
Murphy

CHMYREVA, Natasha
CORNELL, Lorna Muriel
CROFT, Annabel Nicola
CROSS, Joan

DOMEKEN, Genevieve
DOUCHEVINA, Vera

Yevgenyevna

FEBER, Nancy

FLIPKENS, Kirsten
FREEMAN, Debbie
GARRISON, Zina Lynna
HANTZE, Karen Janice
HAYDON, Adrianne Shirley
HINGIS, Martina
HOLIKOVA, Andrea
HOVDE, Liv
JAMRICHOVA, Renata
JAUSOVEC, Mima

KILIAN, Dora

KIYOMURA, Ann Kazuyo
KLOSS, Ilana Sheryl
KROSHINA, Marina
LERTCHEEWAKARN Noppawan
LIU, Claire

LINDSTROM, Birgitta Maria
MAURESMO, Amelie

Date of Birth
20 Jan 1959

14 Jul 1939

27 Feb 1939
12 Dec 1962
12 Jul 1945

16 Apr 1949

24 Apr 1996
10 Mar 1997
17 Feb 1979
8 Aug 1986

25 Feb 1994

28 May 1958
3 Jan 1933
12 Jul 1966
9 Mar 1941
4 Sep 1927

6 Oct 1986

5 Feb 1976
10 Jan 1986
5 Jun 1962
16 Nov 1963
11 Dec 1942
17 Oct 1938
30 Sep 1980
15 Jan 1968
25 Oct 2005
20 Jun 2007
20 Jul 1956
5 Mar 1935
22 Aug 1955
22 Mar 1956
18 Apr 1953
18 Nov 1991
25 May 2000
14 Jan 1948
5Jul 1979

Place of Birth

‘West Covina, California, USA
Manchester, England
Hollywood, California, USA
Los Angeles, California, USA
Kiev, US.S.R.

Hamtramck, Michigan, USA

Ipswich, Queensland, Australia
Flawil, Switzerland
Harare, Zimbabwe

Krejery Rig, Ukraine, USSR

Montreal, Canada

Moscow, U.S.S.R.
London, England
London, England

Port Elizabeth, Eastern Province, S.A.

Heusy-Verviers, Belgium

Moscow, USSR

Antwerp, Belgium

Geel, Belgium

Sydney, N.S.W., Australia
Houston, Texas, USA

San Diego, California, USA
Birmingham, England

Kosice, Czechoslovakia

Prague, Czechoslovakia

USA

Trnava, Slovakia

Maribor, Yugoslavia

Barkley East, Cape Province, S.A.
San Mateo, California, USA
Johannesburg, Transvaal, S.A.
Alma Ata, U.S.S.R.

Chiang Mai, Thailand

Thousand Oaks, California, USA
Helsinki, Finland

St. Germain en Laye, France

THE CHAMPIONS

Notes

[ I Y R

LW LW W W

W R Rk Rm =),

== W W R N R R R R W R WD R R R W N
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GIRLS’ SINGLES CHAMPIONS ROLL OF HONOUR (continued)

Name

MERCELIS, Christiane
MINTEGI DEL OLMO, Ane
MISKOVA, Olga

MOORE, Sally Marie
MOROZOVA, Olga Vasilevna
NGOUNOUE, Clervie
OLSZA, Aleksandra
OSTAPENKO, Jelena
PARADIS, Pascale

PIATEK, Mary Lou

PIGEON, Kristine Sue

PITT, Valerie Anne
PLISKOVA, Kristyna
POTAPOVA, Anastasia
RADWANSKA, Agnieszka Roma
RADWANSKA, Urszula
RITTNER, Barbara

ROBSON, Laura Margaret Dwyer
RUBIN, Chanda Renee
SALERNI, Maria Emilia
SALFATT, Monique

SALOME, Judith Henriette
SAWAMATSU, Kazuko
SCHULTZ, Brenda Anna Maria
SNIGUR, Daria

SREBOTNIK, Katarina
STRNADOVA, Andrea
SWIATEK, Iga

TANVIER, Catherine

ten BOSCH, Fenny Johanna Ina
TULYAGANOVA, Iroda
WIDJAJA, Angelique

WALSH, Sharon Ann
‘WOZNIACKI, Caroline
ZVEREVA, Natalia Maratovna
ZHUK, Sofya Andreyevna

Notes:

Date of Birth
5 Oct 1931
24 Oct 2003
8 Apr 1929
8 Jun 1940
22 Feb 1949
19 Jul 2006
8 Dec 1977
8 Jun 1997
24 Apr 1966
6 Aug 1961
15 Aug 1950
6 Jun 1936
21 Mar 1992
30 Mar 2001
6 Mar 1989
7 Dec 1990
25 Apr 1973
21 Jan 1994
18 Feb 1976
14 May 1983
18 May 1945
10 Feb 1949
5Jan 1951
28 Dec 1970
27 Mar 2002
12 Mar 1981
28 May 1972
31 May 2001
28 May 1965
12 Aug 1935
7 Jan 1982
12 Dec 1984
24 Feb 1952
11 Jul 1990
16 Apr 1971
1 Dec 1999

Place of Birth

Brussels, Belgium

Idiazabal, Spain

Prague, Czechoslovakia
Long Beach, California, USA
Moscow, U.S.S.R.
Washington D.C., USA
Katowice, Poland

Riga, Latvia

Troyes, France

Whiting, Indiana, USA

San Mateo, California, USA
Birmingham, England
Louny, Czech Republic
Saratou, Russia

Krakow, Poland

Ahaus, Germany

Krefeld, Germany
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
Lafayette, Louisiana, USA
Rafaela, Argentina

Cannes, France

Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Nishinomiya, Japan
Haarlem, The Netherlands
Kiev, Ukraine

Slovenj Gradec, Yugoslavia
Prague, Czechoslovakia
‘Warsaw, Poland

Toulouse, France

Voorburg, The Netherlands
Tashkent, Uzbekistan
Bandung, Indonesia

San Francisco, California, USA
Odense, Denmark

Minsk, U.S.S.R.

Moscow, Russia

Notes

[ S =S S SR

W W R R W W R W W W W W R RN R W W R WL LW W R PN W R W W W

1. Right-handed; 2. Left-handed; 3. Right-handed, two handed backhand; 4. Left-handed, two handed

backhand
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Invitation Events

GENTLEMEN'’S INVITATION DOUBLES

Year
2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

20207
2021*
2022

2023

2024

Winners

J.F. Eltingh &
P.V.N. Haahuis (NED)

DJ. Johnson &
J.E. Palmer (USA)

J.F Eltingh &
P.V.N. Haarhuis (NED)

D.J. Johnson &
J.E. Palmer (USA)

J.F. Eltingh &
P.V.N. Haarhuis (NED)

G. Rusedski (GBR) &
F. Santoro (FRA)

T. Enquist (SWE) &
M. Philippoussis (AUS)

T. Enquist (SWE) &
M. Philippoussis (AUS)

G. Ivanisevic &

I. Ljubicic (CRO)

G. Rusedski (GBR) &
F. Santoro (FRA)

L.G. Hewitt &
M. Philippoussis (AUS)

T. Haas (GER) &
M. Philippoussis (AUS)

A. Clement &
M. Llodra (FRA)

Bryan &
Bryan (USA)
Bryan &
Bryan (USA)

B. Bryan &
M. Bryan (USA)

B.
M.
B.
M.

Runners-up

M.RJ. Petchey &
C. Wilkinson (GBR)

J.F. Eltingh &
P.V.N. Haarhuis (NED)

D.J. Johnson &
J.E. Palmer (USA)

W. Ferreira (RSA) &
Y. Kafelnikov (RUS)

J.L. Bjorkman (SWE) &
T.A. Woodbridge (AUS)

T. Enquist (SWE) &
M. Philippoussis (AUS)

G. Rusedski (GBR) &
F. Santoro (FRA)

J.F. Eltingh &
P.V.N Haarhuis (NED)

W. Ferreira (RSA) &
S. Grosjean (FRA)

J.L. Bjorkman &
T. Johansson (SWE)

J. Gimelstob (USA) &
R. Hutchins (GBR)

C. Fleming (GBR) &
X. Malisse (BEL)

X. Malisse (BEL) &
M. Mirnyi (BLR)

M. Baghdatis (CYP) &
X. Malisse (BEL)

J. Blake (USA) &
L. Hewitt (AUS)

K. Anderson (RSA) &
L. Hewitt (AUS)

Score
6-26-2

W.O.

7-6 (7-2) 6-4

6-36-2

3-6 6-3 (13-11)

6-7 (3-7) 6-4

7-6 (8-6) 6-3

3-6 6-310-8

6-31-610-5

7-56-1

6-36-3

7-6 (7-4) 6-4

6-3 1-6 (10-7)

6-3 6-4

6-4 3-6 (10-6)

6-16-4

2007-2024 - 8 pairs round robin. Notes: f The Championships 2020 was cancelled due to the Covid-19
pandemic. * No Invitation Events were held at The Championships 2021 due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
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LADIES' INVITATION DOUBLES

Year
2007
2008
2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014
2015
2016
2017

2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024

Winners
J. Novotna & H. Sukova (CZE)
J. Novotna (CZE) & K. Rinaldi (USA)

M. Navaratilova (USA)
& H. Sukova (CZE)

M. Navratilova (USA)
& J. Novotna (CZE)

L.A. Davenport (USA)
& M. Hingis (SUT)

L.A. Davenport (USA)
& M. Hingis (SUI)

L.A. Davenport (USA)
& M. Hingis (SUI)

J. Novotna (CZE) & B. Schett (AUT)
Mag. Maleeva (BUL) & R. Stubbs (AUS)
M. Navratilovo (USA) & S. Sfar (TUN)
C. Black (ZIM) & M. Navratilova (USA)

K. Clijsters (BEL) & R. Stubbs (AUS)
C. Black (ZIM) & M. Navratilova (USA)

K. Clijsters (BEL) & M. Hingis (SUI)
K. Clijsters (BEL) & M. Hingis (SUI)
K. Clijsters (BEL) & M. Hingis (SUI)

Runners-up

I. Kloss & R. Nideffer (RSA)

M. Navratilova (USA) & H. Sukova (CZE)
I. Kloss & R. Nideffer (ESA)

T. Austin & K. Stunkel (USA)

M. Navratilova (USA)& J. Novotna (CZE)
M. Navratilova (USA) & J. Novotna (CZE)
J. Novotna (CZE) & B. Schett (AUT)

M. Navratilova (USA) & S. Sfar (TUN)
M. Navratilova (USA) & S. Sfar (TUN)
L. Davenport & M.J. Fernandez (USA)

A.IM. Sanchez Vicario (ESP)
& S. Sfar (TUN)

C. Black (ZIM) & M. Navratilova (USA)
M. Bartoli (FRA) & D. Hantuchova (CZE)

D. Hantuchova (SVK) & L. Robson (GBR)
C. Black (ZIM) & C. Wozniacki (DEN)
A. Barty & C. Dellacqua (AUS)

Score
6-36-3

5-7 6-3 (10-5)
6-3 6-2

7-56-0

6-4 6-4

6-36-2

6-26-2

6-07-6 (7-1)
3-67-510-8
7-6 (7-5) retd.
6-2 4-6 (10-4)

6-36-4
6-03-6 (10-8)
6-46-2
6-17-5
6-36-2

2007-2024 — 8 pairs round robin. Notes: F The Championships 2020 was cancelled due to the Covid-19
pandemic. * No Invitation Events were held at The Championships 2021 due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

MIXED INVITATION DOUBLES

Year
2022
2023
2024

Winners
N. Zimonjic (SRB) & M. Bartoli (FRA)
N. Zimonjic (SRB) & R. Stubbs (AUS)

M. Woodforde (AUS) &
D. Cibulkova (SVK)

2022-2024— 8 pairs round robin.

Runners-up

T. Woodbridge (AUS) & C. Black (ZIM)
G. Rusedski (GBR) & C. Martinez (ESP)
N. Zimonjic (SRB) & B. Schett (AUT)

THE CHAMPIONS

Score

7-6 (7-1) 6-1
6-2 6-2
6-36-2
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WIMBLEDON
YEAR-BY-YEAR

by Ben Chatfield & Robert McNicol



his section details just what happened on - and off - the lawns
of both the sites over the last century and a half, as painstakingly
compiled by Alan Little in the Wimbledon Compendium over the
last 28 years.

It’s not a definitive report, giving just a snapshot of what feels most
significant and most memorable for any given Championships. Some
extra research across the board has added rich information to the
early years, including some more weather (as if Wimbledon didn’t have
enough) and other details gleaned from a variety of reliable historical
resources. Whilst continually looking to the future, The Championships’
rich story has its roots in these real reports from the past, and with the
men, women (and animals) who made it all possible.

1868
'The year in which it all began. “The All England Croquet Club’ (note the lack of the word
‘tennis’in the title) was founded on Thursday 23 July when six gentlemen gathered in

the offices of a magazine called Zhe Field (still the world’s oldest country and field sports
magazine), at number 346 on The Strand in London. The meeting was
chaired by the magazine’s editor, John Henry Walsh, with the other
attendees being Capt. Robert Fitzgerald Dalton, John Hinde Hale, the
Reverend Arthur Law, Walter Jones Whitmore (elected Hon. Secretary)
and Samuel Horace Clarke Maddock, who was the new Hon.
Treasurer. It was here, in the editor’s room at the offices of Herbert :
Cox, publisher of The Field, that the ‘All England Croquet Club’ e
was founded. The new Committee agreed to meet again two --_:_":f
weeks later.

1869

July saw the new Club organise its first croquet championship, held on a cricket ground
at Crystal Palace and won by George Joad, with a second event played later in the year in
Eastbourne. On 24 September the decision was made to lease a four-acre site near what is
now the centre of Wimbledon, by the railway track — but was then a semi-rural London
outpost, a long way from The Strand. The site was off Worple Road, in Nursery Lane, which
is still there today, but now known as ‘Nursery Road’. The four-acre site was rectangular in
shape, roughly 170 metres by 100 metres, and three-year rental went from £50 in year one
to £75 in year two and £100 in year three — the equivalent of around £6,000, £8,500 and
£11,000 in today’s money. An agreement was also made with London and South Western
Railway to run a pathway from Wimbledon Station to the Grounds, for the princely sum
of one pound (just over £100 today). One pound would have also bought you an annual
subscription to the Club, with a life subscription costing just over 10 pounds. The Earl of
Essex was appointed the Club’s first President.

1870

As interest grew, a pavilion was erected and in May the ground was spread out into three
separate terraces, a decision which necessitated a gardener being hired. Fencing around the
ground was put up and a small pavilion, containing gentlemen’s and ladies’ rooms, plus a
club room, was built. In mid-Victorian England croquet was the main summer sport of the
so-called ‘leisure classes’, and it could be enjoyed by young or old.

In June, the Croquet Championships were held on the Grounds for the first time, won
by Walter Peel, as they would be in the following year as well. This was the first event in
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Wimbledon but effectively the second Championships, with the first having taken place in
Crystal Palace in the previous July.

1871

'The value of the Club ground was estimated to be worth £2,500, or £300,000 in modern
value. There are few first-hand reports but it is said that founding member John H. Walsh
first offered to exchange his pony roller for a life membership of the Club for his daughter.
A Lady’s or Gentleman’s Membership was then valued at one guinea (about £100 today),
with the aforementioned Life Suscription costing 10 guineas. Further records of the era are
not known but records show that Walter Hayward Peel retained his croquet title.

1872 D, R
John H. Walsh, who had chaired the e AR 1;2 A T
inaugural meeting in The Strand and who F ' v
had now become Club Secretary, generously ”_r

followed up on the offer of his pony roller -._ﬁ_t?.f.,..a.a =

to The Club, with the actual pony being sold i 'ﬁ l |

on to them as well for the sum of £23. A E l‘ Iq‘“‘-n.\‘\
story has circulated for years, which has no J.- —Ftl.

historical evidence, that the need to raise
funds for the repair of this pony roller — in order to maintain the croquet lawns — was the
reason for staging the first Lawn Tennis Championships. A similar roller for the Nursery
Lane Grounds can still be seen on the Club’s modern site, near the Museum building.

A man known only as ‘Mr. C. Black’ won the fourth croquet title, with Mrs J.H. Walsh

taking the ladies’ event.

1873

In a confident move, the lease on the Worple Road ground was renewed for a further 10
years, at a cost of £100 a year. It was in December of this year that the first book of rules
for the game was spoken of, being compiled by a Welsh army officer called Major Walter
Clopton Wingfield. A party occurred in the December to which Wingfield later dedicated
all of his rules booklets, promoted as The Major’s Game of Lawn Tennis. A fan of many
sporting endeavours, Major Wingfield was also an eccentric inventor, with a creative mind
and boundless energy. He applied this entrepreneurial streak to sport, looking for ways to
support his country estates and he was fascinated by this new racket sport, which could be
played in the open air, away from the confines of an indoor arena.

In Club news, James Dunbar Heath won the croquet title.

1874

Major Wingfield now applied for a patent for “a new and improved portable court for
playing the ancient game of tennis”, referring to the sport’s storied past. He developed his
rule book further, engaging with 7he Field magazine and its readers, creating a boxed set of
the equipment needed to play — with balls, ‘tennis bats’, poles, pegs, netting, a mallet, a brush
and the ' BOOK OF THE GAME’. This new phenomenon, now known simply as ‘Lawn
Tennis’, began to catch the world’s attention. Originating from the French ‘jeu de paume’
and the rather exclusive ‘Real Tennis’, the game’s development accelerated with the advent
of the lawn mower in 1830, allowing for flatter lawns with shorter grass. Influences from
games such as ‘Rackets’and the Basque ‘Pelota’ had already been seen, as clubs had already
started to crop up in the UK, with these early adopters looking for a more rigorous exercise
than provided by genteel croquet.

Back in Wimbledon James Dunbar Heath retained his croquet title.
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1875
On 25 February the All England Croquet Club Committee made the decision to allocate one

of the croquet lawns — interest in the sport had been on the wane — for the very purpose of
playing this new sport of lawn tennis. Reginald Gray, from Bermuda but studying in London,
was thought to be one of four men said to have played the very first game of lawn tennis on
the ground early that summer. The court could also be used for badminton, the racket sport
using shuttlecocks instead of balls, and the British game of ‘battledore and shuttlecock’.
Marylebone Cricket Club, nine miles up the road had, on 29 May, issued its first set of ‘unified’
rules for this game of lawn tennis, as there were previously numerous versions being played.
'The Club chose to adapt these (an hourglass court, the use of real tennis scoring and only the
server being able to win points) for the games being played on its lawns.

Early tennis adopter Reginald Gray went on to win the All England croquet title later in
the summer season.

1876

'This new tennis phenomenon was really catching on now, with four new courts, or a whole
terrace, being created, replacing croquet lawns. By the 29 June the Club saw the need
to have a Committee member elected who would have exclusive responsibility for lawn
tennis, and George Nicol was the man chosen for that role. Nicol was previously known
as a croquet player, and was, in 1869, one of four men to all be considered an All England
Croquet Champion, in the organisationally fragmented sport.

Colonel Busk won the croquet title.

1877

A momentous year in Wimbledon’s history for two main reasons. Firstly, on 14 April the
Club extended its name to become “The All England Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club'.
Secondly, this name change was to be celebrated by the staging of its first lawn tennis
Championships, beginning on Monday 9 July. There would only be a gentlemen’s singles
event, with a field of 22, who each paid one guinea to enter, and a final to be played on 19
July. This 22-entry draw led to the strange situation of having three, rather than four, semi-
finalists. There was a pre-agreed break in play on 13 and 14 July, due to the annual Eton v
Harrow cricket match, played at Lord’s.

Using a now rectangular court and real tennis scoring methods the battles commenced
on the 12 dedicated courts. The equipment for this first tournament was supplied by Jefferies
and Co. of Woolwich, providing posts, nets and balls. The first final was won by Wimbledon
local, Spencer Gore, beating William Marshall and walking away with a not unreasonable
sum of 12 guineas, or £1,200 today. They were watched on a damp afternoon by around 200
spectators. On top of the financial reward, Gore received the highly valuable ‘Field Cup’,
presented by Zhe Field magazine.

Research through the Met Office shows us that the London weather between 9 and 19
July was generally mild and dry to begin with, followed by rain and wind in the middle and
later period, with a final played on damp, slippery courts.

1878

Wimbledon became a year-long commitment, as levelling work completed during the
winter left the courts in rude health come the summer. The net height and the service line
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distances were also finessed and it is thought that the first attempts to introduce scoreboards
were seen, if in an entirely unsatisfactory way! It is generally estimated that this was the

year when the world first witnessed the overarm serve, debuted on the Wimbledon lawns
courtesy of Dr. Arthur Thomas Myers, becoming widely adopted by the early 1880s.

As of this year it was decided that the holder of the trophy would not have to go through
all that bothersome competitive tournament action but would simply turn up to play the
winner of the ‘All-Comers Singles’ in the final, ‘Challenge Round’. It would prove a popular
idea (especially amongst the holders) and would stay in place until 1922. A whopping 700
people watched Frank Hadow steal victory from local man, and reigning champion, Spencer
Gore in the aforementioned Challenge Round, the eftective ‘final’.

Warm and dry weather was enjoyed throughout London for the whole tournament from

15 to 20 July.
1879

With all the change in recent history, 1879 was a reasonably uneventful third year in
Nursery Lane, although crowds swelled and the event continued to grow in popularity,
boasting 45 players in the main field. One notable change saw balls and court equipment
being supplied by the company ‘Ayres’ for the first time. Ayres were a renowned sporting
goods firm, dating back to 1810, having built their reputation in the world of archery.
Spectators were also able to shelter from the weather under thatched summer houses, with
open sides, which had originally been erected for the croquet players.

Over a thousand people watched the All Comers Final between John Hartley and the
wonderfully named Vere St. Leger Goold. Goold was a colourful character to say the least,
who took his own life on Devil’s Island — the penal colony of Cayenne — as he served a life
sentence for murder. Victorious Hartley went on to take the main trophy without playing
a Challenge Round as the holder, Frank Hadow, had decided not to defend his title. The
Committee rejected the suggestion to stage a Ladies’ Singles Championship.

'The tournament period from 7 to 16 July was generally cool in London with intermittent
rain throughout.

1880

Having commenced with the supply of balls and equipment in the previous year, Ayres
now provided two movable stands, constructed and erected to the side of a ‘centre court’, in
the middle of the ground. They also provided the first scoring boards and had their name
emblazoned all over these constructions, in a promotional way that would never be seen
again in Wimbledon’s history. Crowds continued to grow, as 1,300 packed in to watch the
Challenge Round, in which John Hartley retained his trophy, to gather up his final major
title. The powers-that-were fiddled a little more with the actual rules of lawn tennis, most
notably with the introduction of the ‘let’ service, when the ball clipped the net before
landing in.

'The tournament period from 15 to 20 July was cool with generally light but regular rain
across London.

1881

The growth continued, with further temporary stands erected around the previous year’s
idea of a principal ‘centre court’, now covering three sides of the playing area in the middle
of the Grounds. These were logically named ‘Stands A, B and C’. The hefty constructions
were in place for the tournament from 2 to 13 July and were then stored down the road in
sheds for the winter. With popularity soaring, the Club decided to purchase the freehold of
the ground, for a not insubstantial amount of £3,000 — the equivalent of £300,000 in today’s
market — to be paid in instalments over the coming years.
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William Renshaw won the first of his Gentlemen’s Singles Championship titles,
defeating John Hartley, for the loss of just two games. Renshaw, along with his brother,
Ernest, would be seen as instrumental in the coming years for transforming tennis from a
pastime to a popular competitive, and spectator, sport. They were a charismatic pair, with
engaging personalities and a truly original lawn tennis style.

It was also a significant year for lawn tennis as it marked the first staging of the US
National Championship (the future US Open) event, which would soon make up one
quarter of the tennis majors, or all together, the ‘Grand Slam’ (alongside Roland-Garros,
the Australian Open and The Championships at Wimbledon). The first event was held on
grass courts in Newport, Rhode Island (moving to New York in 1915) and the gentlemen’s
singles was won by Richard Sears.

Hot weather was enjoyed in London at the start of tournament, which was held from
2 to 13 July, before some light rain and cooler temperatures towards the end.

1882

A tipping point was reached when the Club decided to drop the word ‘Croquet’ from its
title, such was the increasing popularity of this phenomenon known as ‘lawn tennis’, with
the former no longer being played on the Grounds after this season. “The All England
Lawn Tennis Club’ continued its upward surge, with over 2,000 attending the Challenge
Round. They were not disappointed as William Renshaw defeated his twin brother, Ernest,
in a nail-biting five-set final.

Records show that London experienced cool weather throughout the tournament, from
8 to 17 July, with regular showers and some strong winds towards the end of the period.

1883

With professionalism the order of the day, the Club purchased a new heavy roller and, no
doubt as a result, a new horse to do the hard graft. The investments were paying off with
another 25 per cent jump in attendances as a crowd of 2,500 watched the final, once again
played out between the Renshaw twins, once again running to five sets and once again
being won by William, for his third on the trot. This would turn out to be the last year that
only temporary stands would be used.

London experienced cool temperatures between 7 and 17 July, with rain over the

weekend seeing the final, Challenge Round, delayed.

1884

A momentous year for the Club with the launch of a Ladies’ Singles Championships,

to be played after the conclusion of the Gentlemen’s Singles Championship. There was

a field of 13 with young Maud Watson coming from a set down to beat her big sister,
Lilian, in the final. She walked a