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In Memory of Alan Little M.B.E.

lthough he is no longer with us, this book, the Wimbledon
Compendium, exists entirely thanks to the work of one man. His
dedication over many decades has ensured that we know so
much more about Wimbledon than we otherwise would.

James Alan Little was born on

1 February 1928 in Greenwich,
South East London. In 1946,
after listening to the Gentlemen’s
Singles final on the radio, Alan
decided to come to Wimbledon
himself the next day, to watch the
Ladies’ final between Pauline Betz
and Louise Brough. Thus began a
lifelong love affair between Alan
and Wimbledon. He missed the
1947 Championships whilst on
National Service but returned the
following year for his first of 70
consecutive Championships.

Alan had a ‘real’ job working
for British Telecom (BT) but
his main passion in life was
tennis. From a young age, he
loved to collect tennis books
and magazines and to study the
history of the game. One of his
earliest contributions to tennis
literature was when he wrote
Above: Alan Little M.B.E., 1928-2017 a letter to the editor of Lawn

Tennis and Badminton magazine,
pointing out an error in an article by Lance Tingay, one of the pre-eminent tennis writers
of the time. This was typical Alan. Accuracy and attention to detail were the foundations of
everything he did.

By 1960 Alan had become a regular contributor to Lawn Tennis and Badminton and
was already described in the magazine as ‘a keen British lawn tennis historical authority.’
In 1967, when Lawn Tennis and Badminton became Tennis Pictorial International, Alan
was Assistant Editor. He continued in this role when Tennis Pictorial International was
succeeded by Tennis World in 1969 and, later that year, Alan became editor, a job he
continued to do until 1976. By this time, he had been tasked with setting up a library in
the new Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum. Nevertheless, he continued his association
with Tennis World, in the capacity of Consulting Editor, until 1981.

When The All England Lawn Tennis Club decided to build a Museum and Library,
Alan was the obvious choice to run the Library. After all, it had been his idea in the first
place. In his March 1967 column in Lawn Tennis and Badminton, Alan proposed that a
National Museum and Library of Lawn Tennis be built on land recently acquired by the
Club: “The library section would probably be of more material value to the tennis lover,”
he wrote. “Believe me, information on the Game’s history is hard to come by.”

12 WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2023



'The Kenneth Ritchie Wimbledon Library (named after Lord Ritchie of Dundee, a
long-standing Club Committee member) eventually opened in 1977 and, over the course
of the next 40 years, Alan built it into the most comprehensive tennis library in the world.
The Library now holds more than 6,000 books, as well as thousands more magazines,
programmes, newspaper cuttings and miscellaneous publications from all over the world.
Currently, there are 90 different countries represented in the collection. Alan was particularly
proud of the Library’s magazine collection and he had a special talent for tracking down rare
sets of magazines and persuading their owners to donate them to the Library.

Initially, Alan combined his role of Honorary Librarian with his full-time job at BT.
However, in 1983 he took early retirement and was now free to concentrate on his passion
for tennis. By the 1990s he had settled into the weekly pattern that he maintained for the
rest of his life. He would attend the Library every Tuesday and Thursday, almost without
fail, except during The Championships when he would be there every day. His time in the
Library would be spent working on The Compendium, as well as his many other books,
and answering enquiries from fellow tennis researchers. Over the years, Alan helped
countless people and made many friends from all over the world, all of whom revered Alan
for the quality of his research. He himself enjoyed nothing more than being able to help
anyone who shared his thirst for tennis knowledge.

As well as helping others with their research, Alan wrote many books of his own. His
first publication was 7he Changing Face of Wimbledon 1877-1977, one of a set of booklets
published to mark the centenary of The Championships. This publication was the forerunner
of a popular ‘trilogy’ of booklets, first published in 2002, that describe the evolution of the
Club and its Grounds: Wimbledon 1869-1921: The Changing Face of Worple Road, Wimbledon
1922: The New Ground and Centre Court, and Wimbledon 1922-2002: The Changing Face of
Church Road. The latter was updated several times, most recently in 2014.

In 1980 he edited Know Your Wimbledon, a booklet that was sold alongside the Official
Programme. The following year, the booklet was relaunched as 75is is Wimbledon and Alan
continued to edit it every year until 2013. He was also responsible for compiling the first
Lawn Tennis Championships Media Guide, a task he continued to do until 1990.

Between 1983 and 1985 Alan wrote a series of booklets on early Wimbledon
Champions Lottie Dodd, Maud Watson, Kathleen Godfree, May Sutton, Dorothea
Chambers and Lena Rice, as well as one telling the story of Vere St. Leger Goold, the 1879
All Comers’ Runner-up, who was later convicted of murder. The book was drily entitled, 4
Tale of Two Courts, a title Alan often expressed great amusement in having thought up.

Alan’s first book was published in 1984. Wimbledon Ladies: A Centenary Record 1884-
1984 — The Singles Champions was co-written with Lance Tingay. This was followed two
years later by Wimbledon Men: A Hundred Championships 1877-1987 — The Singles Champions,
also written with Tingay, who produced essays on each Champion whilst Alan provided the
statistics on their playing records and career achievements. Both books were updated four
times, most recently in 2015, with John Barrett continuing Tingay’s work as co-author.

Alan’s first solo book was published in 1988. Suzanne Lenglen — Tennis Idol of the
Twenties told the story of one of Alan’s all-time favourite players, the six-time Wimbledon
singles Champion whom he described as doing ‘much to popularise the game as it is today’.
A much-expanded version of this book was published in 2007 and listed the results of
nearly every match played by Lenglen during her career.

Another of Alan’s areas of interest was reflected in his next book, Tennis and the Olympic
Games, which reviewed every Olympic tennis tournament from Athens 1896 through to
Beijing 2008, complete with results of every match in Olympic history. After the London
2012 Games, Alan brought the Olympic tennis story up to date by publishing a booklet,
The Olympic Tennis Event at Wimbledon 2012, which told the story of Andy Murray’s
historic victory for Great Britain.

IN MEMORIAM 13



Alan’s final book was, apart from the Wimbledon Compendium, his biggest project of all.
The Golden Days of Tennis on the French Riviera 1874-1939 was published in 2014 and
told the story of the French Riviera tennis scene, which had its heyday in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

However, the publication Alan was most proud of was this book, the Wimbledon
Compendium. First published in 1991, it consisted of a relatively modest 216 pages. For the
next 27 years, Alan would update the book with meticulous attention to detail, regularly
adding new categories of information. He did wonder occasionally if he'd gone too far:
“Pve created a monster!” he once exclaimed, when faced with the task of updating one of
the more complicated sections. But, most of the time, Alan was never more content than
when sitting in the Library on a Tuesday or Thursday, updating his Compendium.

Although Alan liked his expertise to be appreciated, he never wanted to be the centre of
attention and never sought recognition for the work he did.

For him, being able to do something he loved was reward in itself. Nevertheless, Alan
deservedly received many awards for his unique contribution to tennis, including an
M.B.E. in 2014, the Lawn Tennis Writers Association’s Annual Award in 2008 and the
All England Club’s Distinguished Service Award in 2016. As part of the latter, the Club
commissioned a portrait of Alan, which now hangs in his beloved Library. Being a modest
man, he didn’t feel entirely comfortable having his portrait painted, but he went along with
it graciously as he appreciated the sentiment behind it.

Perhaps the honour Alan was most proud of was being made an Honorary Member of
The All England Lawn Tennis Club in 1985. As he once said: “The only way to become an
Honorary Member is to win Wimbledon or start a Library!”

For a man of 89 years, Alan was incredibly sprightly and everyone who worked with
him was awe of his energy and enthusiasm. Sadly, however, he became unwell shortly after
the end of The Championships 2017 and passed away a just few months later. The loss of
Alan’s encyclopaedic knowledge has been keenly felt by everyone who knew him.

Nevertheless, Alan has left us with much to be grateful for. In his Library and his many
publications, he has left an extraordinary legacy and he has enriched the lives of tennis
lovers all over the world. Anyone who looks up a fact in this book should be grateful for
the work of Alan Little.

Robert McNicol
AELTC Historian
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In Memory of Ben Chatfield

Il of us at the AELTC were deeply saddened to hear of the death
of Ben Chatfield, a key contributor to this book, in October 2020.
Ben passed away at the age of just 46, having been diagnosed
with an aggressive brain tumour in the summer of 2019.

Ben had a successful career as a commercial author but it’s
his tennis work for which he’ll be best remembered here
at Wimbledon.

Ben grew up in Wimbledon and first visited The
Championships in 1984 with his mum, Linda. The
resulting lifelong passion for tennis led, more than three
decades later, to the publication of his 2018 book, Standing
in Line: 30 Years of Obsessive Queuing at Wimbledon. It was
an affectionate, irreverent and highly amusing account of
his Wimbledon adventures, which any dedicated tennis
fan will be able to relate to.

In the process of researching his book, Ben was a
regular visitor to the Kenneth Ritchie Wimbledon Library.
He also wrote occasionally for wimébledon.com. As such,
when we decided to give the Wimbledon Compendium a
new look in 2019, Ben was the obvious choice to help us. The ‘Wimbledon Year-by-Year’
section was re-written in Ben’s unique style and “The Courts & the Stories they Tell’ section
was a wonderfully entertaining and informative new addition to the book.

Ben also wrote for The Daily Telegraph and wrote one other book, Mediterranean Homesick
Blues: A Diary of Life-affirming Disasters on the Cote D'Azur, a highly amusing account of
the year he spent in the South of France when he was in his twenties. In 2017 and 2018, he
collaborated with his close
friend, the artist Zebedee -
Helm, to produce a OV'E'"E'CN‘* in 72-6 Qh-eu-“-"‘ © G;:%;LD

derful collection of o
wonde
Wimbledon cartoons, an
example of which can be
seen opposite.

Ben’s memory is
deeply cherished by
his wife, Victoria, his
daughter, Ruby, and his
many friends, not just
here at the AELTC
but all over the world.
We miss working with
him on this book and
on other projects, as we
miss his knowledge, his
enthusiasm for tennis and
his sense of humour. But
most of all we miss
his friendship. *“Do you know when they’'re planning to put a roof on The Queue?*
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THE ORIGINS OF
THE ALL ENGLAND
LAWN TENNIS &
CROQUET CLUB




ardly an eyebrow was raised in sporting circles that English

summer’s day in 1877 when the following announcement appeared

in The Field magazine of 9 June: “The All England Croquet and

Lawn Tennis Club, Wimbledon, propose to hold a lawn tennis
meeting, open to all amateurs, on Monday, July 9th and following days.
Entrance fee £1.15.0d. Two prizes will be given - one gold champion prize
to the winner and silver to the second player.”

From the distance of almost a century and a half that simple
announcement in Zhe Field conceals an almost unbelievable story,
and those of us who take for granted the universal appeal of The

skill and excitement each year — witnessed by some half-a-
. million spectators at the famous grounds in Church Road and
! by a potential television audience of more than one billion

" /" viewers in almost 200 territories around the world — sometimes

' find it hard to believe that things were not always like this.

: The story begins on 23 July 1868 when John H. Walsh, Capt.
R.F. Dalton, J. Hinde Hale, the Revd. A. Law, S.H. Clarke Maddock
and Walter Jones Whitmore met in the offices of Herbert Cox, the

publisher of Zhe Field, at 346 Strand in London, and the All England

Croquet Club was founded. The following summer, the Club organised

its first croquet championship, held on a cricket ground at Crystal Palace.

In October 1869, a ground of four acres in Wimbledon’s Nursery Lane (now Nursery
Road), between Worple Road and the London and South Western Railway, was rented for
a period of three years at annual rents of £50,£75 and £100. Annual subscriptions for Club
Members were set at £1.1s. for a gentleman or lady and £1.11s.6d. for a husband and wife.
The ground was laid out in three terraces and opened in May. A pavilion was erected and in
June 1870 a croquet championship was held at the Club’s ground.

But by 1875 interest in croquet had waned and so had the Club’s finances. The
Committee, looking to revive the fortunes of the Club, announced that one croquet lawn
would be set apart for playing lawn tennis, a new game introduced to the public by Major
Wingfield in 1874 that was sweeping the country. Games were played in accordance with a
code of laws for lawn tennis issued on 24 May by the Marylebone Cricket Club.

Such was the popularity of the new game, the following year an entire terrace of four
croquet lawns was made over to lawn tennis and in April 1877 the Club was re-named
“The All England Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club’. Two months later the Committee
decided to institute the first Lawn Tennis Championship — a gentlemen’s singles event —
and an announcement of such was published in Zhe Field.

Not only would this event become the world’s first tennis championship, the laws
drawn up by a sub-committee of three All England Club members
— Henry Jones, who would serve as the Referee at the first
Championship, Julian Marshall and Charles Heathcote —
effectively formed the long-term basis of the game as we
know it today.

Included in the Club’s new set of laws was the stipulation
that the rectangular court should be set at 26 yards by nine
yards (which have remained the dimensions into the modern
day). The height of the net was to be five feet at the posts
and three feet and three inches at the centre (reduced by 1882
to the current dimensions of three feet and six inches at the
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Right: An extract from
minutes of the first meeting of
the Provisional Committee of
the Club, held at the offices of
The Field in July 1868

posts and three feet at the
centre). The service line
would be 26 feet from the
net (changed by 1880 to
21 feet from the net). The
real tennis form of scoring
- 15, 30, 40, deuce and
advantage — was adopted
over the more commonly
used rackets method of
scoring of 15 points up,
which the MCC had
recommended from the
start, with the decision
also made that the

server should have two
chances on each point

to deliver a fair serve.

It was also determined
that ‘sudden death’ |
would occur at five- ,’
games-all and that

players would change
ends between sets.
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There were 22 entries for the first Championship, which was only open
to gentlemen, and, as if to reinforce the relatively lowly initial status of the event in the
London sporting hierarchy, no play was scheduled for the Friday or Saturday of that week in
order not to clash with the Eton v Harrow cricket match at Lord’s.

Within three years, however, grandstands had been purchased to accommodate the
growing crowds at the annual event, by 1881 the Club had raised enough funds to purchase
the Worple Road ground and the following year croquet ceased to be played and the Club
was renamed the ‘All England Lawn Tennis Club’.

Now, of course, the names of the ‘All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club’ (Croquet
as a sport was reintroduced in 1957, although the sport had returned to the club’s name
in 1899) and “Wimbledon’ are famous the world over and synonymous with one of the
world’s greatest and most popular sporting events. So much has changed since 1877, yet the
relationship between a private members’ club and the world’s premier tennis Grand Slam
remains wonderfully and proudly unique.
Adapted from Wimbledon: The Official History by John Barrett
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THE CHAMPIONSHIPS




ALL EYES ON
LONDON SW19

Paul Newman looks forward to The Championships
2023 and the opportunity to focus on a Fortnight of
world-class tennis




gentlemen’s singles at The Championships finally be broken? Twenty years

after a pony-tailed young Swiss claimed his first All England Club title, we
are still awaiting the end of a remarkable era of domination by the so-called
‘Big Four’ of men’s tennis.

I t has become a perennial question. When will the old guard’s hold on the

Since Lleyton Hewitt beat David Nalbandian in the 2002 final, the gentlemen’s singles title
has been won only by Roger Federer (eight times), Novak Djokovic (seven times), Rafael
Nadal (twice) and Andy Murray (twice). Throughout the history of The Championships
there has never been a period of comparable supremacy by such a small group of men.

There is every chance that sequence will continue beyond this year. Federer is now retired,
Nadal is troubled by injury issues and Murray is not the force he was, but as this 136th
edition of The Championships approached Djokovic was still the man to beat on the grass
courts of London SW19. The 36-year-old Serb has had his own challenges in the last three
years, including exclusion from a number of tournaments because of his vaccination status
and an elbow problem that disrupted his clay court campaign this spring, but in winning his
tenth Australian Open at the start of 2023, Djokovic proved that he remains the best
all-court player in the world.

If Djokovic were to claim his fifth Wimbledon title in a row this summer he would
match the achievements of Federer (2003-2007), Bjorn Borg (1976-1980) and Laurence
Doherty (1902-1906) and put himself within one victory of William Renshaw’s record of
six successive gentlemen’s singles titles between 1881 and 1886. Renshaw’s career total of
seven Wimbledon gentlemen’s singles titles stood as a record for more than a century, but
in the last 30 years three men (Pete Sampras, Federer and Djokovic) have equalled it, with
Federer going on to set a new mark of eight titles, which Djokovic will be attempting
to match.

Djokovic goes into The Championships 2023 having not lost at the All England Club
since retiring with an elbow injury in his quarter-final against Tomas Berdych in 2017. His
last defeat on Centre Court was against Murray in the 2013 final. Should he win the title
this year at the age of 36, he will eclipse the gentlemen’s record set by Federer in 2017, when
the Swiss claimed the title at the age of 35 years and 342 days.

The ‘Big Four’saw off the challenge of one generation of pretenders, headed by Milos
Raonic, Juan Martin del Potro and Marin Cilic, while the so-called ‘Next Gen’ group of
players, led by Daniil Medvedev, Alexander Zverev, Stefanos Tsitsipas, Andrey Rublev and
Karen Khachanov, are now into their mid-twenties but do not have a Wimbledon semi-final
appearance to show between them. Might we need to skip another generation before the
ancien régime is finally toppled by the likes of Carlos Alcaraz (aged 20), Holger Rune (20),
Jannik Sinner (21), Felix Auger-Aliassime (22) or Sebastian Korda (22)?

Although Serena and Venus Williams’ domination of the Ladies’ Singles
Championship was never quite as complete as that of Federer and company on the men’s
side, the sisters still won 12 of the 17 singles titles contested between 2000 and 2016.
When Serena triumphed for the seventh time in 2016 it seemed that Martina
Navratilova’s record of nine Wimbledon singles titles was well within her grasp, but the
American failed to add to her tally, despite reaching two more finals in 2018 and 2019.
Instead the ladies’ singles title has been won by six different players in the last six editions
of The Championships.

Such is the rapidly changing landscape in the women’s game that only two Wimbledon
champions have been competing regularly in recent months. Elena Rybakina proved that
her triumph last summer was no flash in the pan when she reached this year’s Australian
Open final and won the Indian Wells title, while Petra Kvitova, the champion here in 2011
and 2014, claimed her biggest success in five years when she beat Rybakina in the Miami final.
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Above: 1f Novak Djokovic lifts the gentlemen’s singles trophy for the fifth year in a row in 2023, he
will equal Roger Federer’s record of eight titles

Meanwhile Ashleigh Barty (champion in 2021), Simona Halep (2019), Angelique Kerber
(2018), Garbifie Muguruza (2017) and Serena Williams (2016) have all been missing from
the Tour this year for a variety of reasons, including retirement and motherhood. To
underline how much the picture at the top of the game has changed, Halep was the only
player to figure in the year-end world rankings in both 2018 and 2022.

Meanwhile Halep and Iga Swiatek were the only two players in the 2022 year-end top 10
who had won Grand Slam singles titles, though Aryna Sabalenka joined them in January
with her victory at the Australian Open. Swiatek, Sabalenka and Rybakina were the
dominant figures in the early months of 2023, but such is the spread of outstanding talent at
the top of the ladies’ game that plenty of others have good reason to fancy their chances
here. Ons Jabeur was runner-up at both Wimbledon and the US Open last summer, Coco
Gauft is still a teenager but has quickly acquired a wealth of experience, Jessica Pegula has
become a model of consistency and a resurgent Caroline Garcia enjoyed the best year of her
career in 2022.

Medvedev and Sabalenka were among the players unable to compete at The
Championships 2022 because of the All England Club’s decision to exclude Russian and
Belarusian players following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. However, the Club announced in
March this year that it intended to accept entries again from Russians and Belarusians,
subject to their competing as ‘neutral’ athletes (rather than representing their countries) and
complying with certain conditions. The players, who had to sign personal declarations, are
not allowed to make public expressions of support for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and
cannot receive state funding in relation to their participation in The Championships. Ian
Hewitt, the All England Club Chairman, said the decision had been made “with the full
support of our UK Government and the international stakeholder bodies in tennis, but does
not lessen in any way our total condemnation of Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine”.
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In partnership with the Lawn Tennis Association, Wimbledon underlined its support
for Ukraine by announcing that it would donate £1 to Ukrainian relief funds for each
ticketholder at The Championships, which will result in a contribution of more than
£500,000. In co-operation with Merton and Wandsworth Councils and the British Red
Cross, Wimbledon has also invited 1,000 Ukrainian refugees to attend this summer’s
Championships. In addition, help has been given to Ukrainian players by Wimbledon and
the LTA. All Ukrainians competing in the Main Draw and Qualifying at The
Championships were given the opportunity to practise on grass courts at either the All
England Club or Surbiton following their last matches at Roland-Garros. They were also
offered free accommodation (up to two rooms per player) for the duration of the grass
court season.

The question of whether Russian and Belarusian players should be allowed to play at
The Championships was described by Hewitt as “probably the most difficult decision
during my Chairmanship”. Hewitt, who took over from Philip Brook at the end of 2019,
will step down after this year’s Championships, when he will be succeeded as chair by
Deborah Jevans, a former professional player who has held several high-profile leadership
positions in sport.

Hewitt has led the All England Club through a turbulent period, having had to deal
with the cancellation of The Championships 2020 because of the pandemic and the
continuing uncertainties over the staging of the following year’s event, as well as the
Russians and Belarusians issue.

During Hewitt’s time the All England Club has also introduced play on Middle Sunday,
added a 14-and-under junior competition, completed construction of both the new Indoor
Tennis Centre in Somerset Road and a purpose-built Media Pavilion on top of the Broadcast
Centre, and pressed ahead with planning for the Wimbledon Park Project. Subject to planning
permission, the Club wants to create 38 new grass courts in Wimbledon Park, on the other
side of Church Road, with a view to staging the Qualifying Competition there in the future.

Above: Chairman Ian Hewitt, who will step down after The Championships 2023, has fulfilled the
role during the most challenging of times
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'The project also involves creating a new 23-acre public park on land which had previously been
inaccessible to the public for more than 100 years. Hewitt said it had been “a great privilege to
help steward the Club and The Championships during this period”.

This year will also be Gerry Armstrong’s last as Championships Referee. Armstrong, who
has umpired 13 finals at The Championships, including four gentlemen’s singles finals and
four ladies’ singles finals, has officiated at 50 Wimbledons. He will be succeeded next year by
Denise Parnell, a former professional player who has been Assistant Referee at The
Championships since 2006.

INNOVATIONS AT SW19

Gentlemen’s doubles matches, which until now have been contested over the best of five
sets, will be played over the best of three sets from this year onwards, which brings The
Championships in line with the Australian and US Opens as well as Roland-Garros. Like
the other Grand Slam events, Wimbledon is also taking part in a one-year experiment to
allow off court coaching. This year the All England Club also relaxed its all-white clothing
rule, allowing female players to wear dark-coloured undershorts if they choose, relieving a
potential source of anxiety around menstrual cycles.

As part of the All England Club’s commitment to become “environment positive” by
2030, a number of initiatives are being introduced this year. One of the most noticeable
changes will see players provided with an evian water refillable solution on court. All food
menus at The Championships will feature low CO2 dishes, while the phasing out of
generators used during the Fortnight will be helped by a switch to a renewable electricity
supply to facilities in the Queue.

In a change to the second week’s schedule, the Wheelchair events will be played over
five days rather than four, which will allow more time for rest and recovery for those
players who reach the latter stages of both the singles and doubles competitions. On the
final Saturday and Sunday of The Championships the start of play on No.1 Court will be
brought forward by two hours to 11am, with the intention of raising further the profiles
of the Wheelchair events. Several enhancements have been made to the Southern Village,
between No.2 Court and the Rosewater Pavilion, including deckchairs in front of a new
big screen showing live tennis, while the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum is again open
free of charge to ticketholders.

For those unable to be on-site during the Fortnight, big screens are being installed in
nearby Mitcham and Morden, enabling local residents to share in the excitement of The
Championships. Further afield, a large screen at Brooklyn Bridge Park will again bring the
action into the heart of New York over the final three days of the Fortnight.

Some notable anniversaries are being marked this year. Billie Jean King will be one of the
Chairman’s special guests, 50 years after she led the way in the formation of the Women’s
Tennis Association. With the first Wednesday of the Fortnight coinciding with the 75th
anniversary of the foundation of the National Health Service, 75 staff from nearby St
George’s Hospital have been invited to spend that day at The Championships. A number of
NHS representatives will also be guests in the Royal Box during the Fortnight. The 10th
anniversary of the Wimbledon Foundation, which supports more than 100 causes and will
put some £4m into charitable activities this year, will also be celebrated, with more than 600
guests of the Foundation’s charity partners attending The Championships.

The ever-growing popularity of The Championships has been underlined in recent
months by the public’s clear desire to be a part of the action. Keith Prowse, Wimbledon’s
Official Hospitality Partner, had sold all their packages by April, which was unprecedented,
while the Public Ballot for tickets, which returned for the first time since the pandemic,
received a record number of applications. For all concerned, it promises to be a Fortnight
to remember.
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The Championship Events

he following record shows the concluding matches which have

decided the five Championship events over the years. From 1878

to 1921 the holder of the gentlemen’s singles title did not compete

until the Challenge Round, when he met the winner of the all
comers’ singles to decide The Championship. When the holder did not
defend his title the winner of the all comers’ singles automatically became
champion and the years when this occurred are indicated by an asterisk.
The same system applied to the ladies’ singles and gentlemen’s doubles
from 1886 to 1921, but not the ladies’ doubles and mixed doubles, which
both commenced in 1913. In 1922 the Challenge Round was abolished and
subsequently all competitors played through.

CHALLENGE ROUND ABOLISHED

In 1912 the United States LTA abolished the Challenge Round system in the gentlemen’s
singles at the American Championships held in the autumn. During the following winter
The All England Lawn Tennis Club conducted a poll amongst the leading players of the
day, which showed that 68 were in favour of playing through and 48 retaining the Challenge
Round. The Committee decided that the majority was not sufficient to justify a change.

However, another poll carried out in 1921 showed that the numbers were 91 in favour
and 27 to the contrary. The margin was considered large enough to bring about an alteration
to the system and with the consent of the holders, the new system was introduced for the
1922 Championships.

To browse the full record of every draw ever played at The Championships, please
visit wimbledon.com

Right: Spencer Gore —
the first-ever Wimbledon
champion
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GENTLEMEN’S CHAMPIONS WHO WERE ALSO RUNNERS-UP

Name

AGASST A K.
ALLISON W.L.
ASHE A.R.
AUSTINJ.R.
BADDELEY H.
BADDELEY W.

BARLOW H.S.
BECKER B.F.

BHUPATHIM.S.

BJORKMANT.L.
BORG B.R.
BOROTRA]J.R.

BOWES-LYON P.
BROMWICH J.E.
BROOKES N.E.
BROWN T.P.
BRUGNON J.
BRYAN M.C

BRYANR.C.

BUDGE]J.D.
CASER.L.
CASHPH.
COCHETHJ]J.
CONNORS].S.

COOKEET.
COOPERA.

CRAWFORD ]J.H.

CURREN K.M.
DAVIDSON O.X.
DECUGIS M.O.
DIXON C.P.
DJOKOVIC N.
DOHERTY H.L.
DOHERTY R.F.

DROBNY J.
EBDEN M.
EDBERG S.B.
ELTINGH]J.F.
EMERSON R.S.

80

Event and year
S1999

$1930, D 1935

D 1971

M 1981

D 1892, 1897

S 1893, 1894, 1896, D
1892, 1897

D 1893, 1894

S 1988, 1990, 1991,
1995

M 1998, D 2003, M
2011

D 2008, M 1999

S 1981
§1925,1927,1929, D
1934

D 1888

§1948, M 1949

S 1905, 1919

S$1947, D 1948

D 1927, 1931, 1934
D 2005, 2009, 2014,
M 2001, 2008

D 2005, 2009, 2014,
M 2006

M 1936

D 1976

D 1984, 1985
$1928, D 1927, 1931
S1975,1977, 1978,
1984

S 1939

S1957, D 1958
S$1934, M 1928
S1985

D 1966

D 1912

D 1914

S2013

S1898, D 1902, 1906
$1901, D 1896, 1902,
1906

S1949, 1952, D 1951
M 2022

S 1989

D 1997, M 1992

D 1964, 1967

Name
FEDERER R.

FITZGERALD J.B.

FLEMING P.B.
FLETCHER K.N.

FRASER N.A.

GOBERT A.H.
GODFREE L.A.
GORE AW.

GORE SW.
GOTTFRIED B.E.
GUENTHARDT H.P,
HAARHUIS PV.N.
HARTLEY]JT.
HARTWIG R.N.
HEWITTL.G.
HEWITT R.AJ
HOADL.A.

HOWE R.N.
HUGHES G.P.
HUNTER FT.
IVANISEVIC G.
JARRYD A P.
KNOWLES M.S.
KONTINEN H.
LACOSTE]J.R.
LAVERR.G.
LAWFORD H.F.

LEACHR.D.
LEWIS EW.

LLOYD J.M.
LOTT G.M.
LYCETTR.

MCcENROE J.P.

McGREGOR K.B.
MCcKINLEY C.R.
McMILLAN FE.D.
McNAMEE P.F.

WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2023

Event and year

S 2008, 2014, 2015,
2019

D 1985, 1988, M 1985,
1990

D 1978, 1982, 1986
D 1964, 1965, 1967, M
1964, 1967

$1958, D 1955, 1957,
1958, 1973, M 1957,
1959

D 1912

M 1924, 1927

S 1899, 1902, 1907,
1910, 1912, D 1908,
1910

S 1878

D 1979

M 1986

D 1997, 1999, 2000
S 1881

D 1953

M 2000

D 1961, 1965, M 1963
D 1957

M 1960, 1961

D 1932, 1937

$1923

$1992, 1994, 1998
D 1988

D 2002

M 2017

S$1924

S 1959, 1960, D 1959
S 1880, 1884, 1885,
1886, 1888

D 1989, 1995

D 1884, 1889, 1890,
1893, 1895

M 1982

D 1930

$1922, D 1919, M
1920, 1922

S 1980, 1982, D 1978,
1982

S 1951

S 1961

M 1977,1979

D 1984



Name
MAHONY H.S.
MAHUT N.P.A.
MASTERS G.
MEKTIC N.
MELO M.P.D.
MIRNYI M.N.
MOODIE W.A.
MULLOY G.P.
MURRAY A.B.
MURRAY J.R.
NADALR.
NASTASE 1.
NEWCOMBE ].D.
NESTOR D.M.

O’HARA WOOD H.

PAES L.A.
PALMER J.E.
PARKEJ.C.
PATTERSON G.L.
PAVIC M.

PERRY FJ.
PETRA Y.EM.
PEYA A.

PIM]J.

PUGHJ.R.
RALSTON R.D.

RAMA
RAMIREZ R.C.
RENSHAW J.E.

RENSHAW W.C.
RICHARDS V.

Event and year
S 1897

D 2019

D 1976

D 2022

D 2013

D 2003, M 2014
M 2010

D 1948, 1949, M 1956
S2012

D 2015, M 2018

S 2006, 2007, 2011
S$1972,1976

S 1969

D 2002

D 1922

M 2009

D 1999

D 1920, M 1913

S 1920, D 1922, 1928
D 2017, 2022

D 1932

M 1937

M 2015

S 1891, 1892, D 1891
D 1989, M 1991

S 1966, D 1971, M
1962, 1966

M 2003

D 1979, M 1973

S 1882, 1883, 1887,
1889

S 1890

D 1926

Name
RIESSEN M.C.
RISELEY F.L.

RITCHIE M J.G.
ROCHE A.D.
ROSE M.G.
ROSEWALL K.R.

SCHROEDER F.R.
SEDGMAN F.A.
SEIXASEV.
SMITH S.H.

SMITH S.R.

STOKER F.O.
STOLLEFS.

STURGESS EW.
SUK C.
TRABERT ML.A.
TUCKEY C.R.D.
VAN RYN JW.
VINES H.E.

Von CRAMM G.A.

WILBERFORCE HWW.

WILDING A.F.

WILLIAMS R.N.
WOODBRIDGE T.A.
WOODFORDE M.R.
WOOSNAM M.
ZIMON]JIC N.

Event and year

D 1969, M 1971

S 1903, 1904, 1906,
D 1903,

S 1909, D 1911

S 1968, M 1965, 1969
D 1953, M 1951

D 1955, 1968, 1970, M
1954

D 1949

S 1950, M 1948

D 1952, 1954

$1900, D 1903, 1904,
1905

S 1971, D 1972, 1974,
1980, 1981

D 1891

S 1963, 1964, 1965,
D 1961,

D 1951, 1952

M 1995

D 1954

D 1937

D 1935

$1933

S 1935, 1936, 1937

D 1888

S 1914, D 1911,

M 1914

D 1924

D 1998, M 2004

D 1998, M 1996

M 1921

D 2004, 2006

Notes: S = Gentlemen’s Singles Championship; D = Gentlemen’s Doubles Championship;
M = Mixed Doubles Championship
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THE JUB

CHAMPIONSHIP MEETING
1926

TUESDAY, JUNE 29th,

ﬂm LAWNS OF THE ALL ENGLM‘JD CLUB CHLIRCH ROAD, ¥ WMH.DUN

Patrox: HIS MAJESTY THE KING.
Presmext: H. W, W, WiLserrorce,

Committee of Managoment 1
Loxn Dessomovca, G.C.V.0, Viscovsr Dowemane, Tuw How, P, Bowss-Lvow, Major €. H. L. Cazacer, D.S.0, Covowm A, H, Corermvay, CB,
awp Mrsses, W. Eappecey, G, A, Cammpia, E. B Crazzr, W. C. Crawizy, G. E. Fowpes, A, W. Gosx, A. C Gurermis, G. C, Bars-Gazeex,
S. A. E. Hicxsom, R. J. McName, T, M. Mavaocokoato, H. H. Mowcxrow, G. H. Musexave, A. B, ], Noawss, C. R. D, Purreuerr, H. A, Susmu,
A, Stexxy, T. D. Stowarp, A. E. M. Taveor, C. B. Wamsow avp H. W, W, Wisesyorce,

Sucrvtary and Manager 1 Director of the Championahips 1 Referee 1 Assistand Reforee 1
D. R. Laxcouss, Compr. G. W, Hnuvaro, RN, F. R. Bumnow, E. U. Srony.
© o Faly® KeliyLad, Priten, Looden, EC2. : ; Plliu DﬂE SHII-LING

Above: The cover of the official programme for The Championships 1926, which saw
Kitty Godfree triumph in the ladies’ singles
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LADIES’ CHAMPIONS WHO WERE ALSO RUNNERS-UP

Name
AUSTIN T.A.
BARROND.C.

BARTOLIM.S.
BARTY A.
BINGLEY/
HILLYARD B.
BETZ P.M.
BLACK C.C.
BOOTHBY P.D.H.
BROUGH A.L.

BROWNE M.K.
BUENO M.E.A.

BUXTON A.
CASALSR.
CAWLEY H.F.
CLIJSTERS K.
CONNOLLY M.C.
COOPER/
STERRY C.R.
DAVENPORT L.A.
DOUGLASS/
CHAMBERS D.K

DURRF.G.

EVERT/
LLOYD C.M
FABYAN S.H.

FERNANDEZ B.C.
FRY SJ.

GARRISON Z.L.
GIBSON A.
GOOLAGONG/
CAWLEY E.F
GRAF S.M.

HANTUCHOVA D.

HANTZE/
SUSMANK.J
HARD D.R.
HART DJ.

92

Event and year

M 1981

D 1929, M 1923, 1924,
1934

S 2007

D 2013

S 1885, 1887, 1888, 1891,

1892, 1893, 1901

D 1946

M 2009

$ 1910, 1911

S 1946, 1952, 1954,
D 1947, 1951, 1952,
M 1949, 1955

M 1926

S 1965, 1966, D 1967,
M 1959, 1960, 1967
$1956

D 1980, 1983, M 1976
D 1974

D 2001, M 2000

D 1952, 1953

S 1897, 1899, 1900, 1902,

1904, 1912, D 1913

$ 2000, 2005 D 1998

S 1905, 1907, 1919, 1920
D 1913, 1919, 1920,

M 1919

D 1965, 1968, 1970,
1972,1973,1975

$1973, 1978, 1979, 1980,

1982, 1984, 1985

D 1930, 1936, M 1936,
1938

D 1991, 1995, M 1995
$1951, D 1950, 1954,
M 1953

$1990

M 1956, 1957, 1958

S 1972, 1975, 1976

D 1971, M 1972

S 1987, 1999

M 2002

D 1964

S 1957, 1959, M 1963

S 1947, 1948, 1953, D
1946, 1948, 1950, 1954,
M 1948

Name
HUBER L.
JACOBS H.H.

JAMES W.A.
JONES A.S.
JORDANK.

KERBER A.
KRAHWINKEL H.

LARCOMBE EW.

MCKANE K./
GODFREE L A.
MCNAIR W.M.
MAKAROVA EV.
MATHIEU S.E.H.
MAURESMO A.
MELICHAR N.
MERTENS E.
METAXAD.E.
MICHEL M.
MLADENOVIC K.
MOFFITT/

KING BJ.

MORTIMER F.A.M.

MORTON A.M.
MUDFORD P.E.
MUGURUZA G.
NAVRATILOVA M.

NOVOTNA]J.

OSBORNE/
DUPONT M.E.
PESCHKE K.
RAYMOND L.M.
RICE H.B.G.
RICHEY N.A.
ROUND D.E.
RYAN E.M.

SABATINI G.B.

SANCHEZ VICARIO A

SAVCHENKO/
NEILAND L.I.

WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2023

Event and year

D 2004, M 2001

S 1929, 1932, 1934, 1935,
1938, D 1932, 1936,
1939

D 1933

$1967, D 1968, M 1962
D 1981, 1982, 1984,
1990, M 1984

S 2016

S 1931, 1936, D 1935,
M 1930

S 1903, 1914, D 1914,
1919, 1920, M 1913
S1923, D 1922, 1924,
1926, M 1927

S 1913

D 2015

D 1935, 1938, M 1937
D 2005

D 2018

D 2022

D 1931

D 1969

D 2014

$ 1963, 1969, 1970,

D 1964, 1976, M 1966,
1978, 1983

S 1958

S 1908, 1909

D 1937

S 2015

S 1988, 1989, 1994,

D 1977, 1985, M 1986
S 1993, 1997 D 1991,
1992, 1993, 1994

S 1949, 1950, D 1947,
1951, 1958, M 1954

D 2018

D 2008, M 2010, 2013
S 1889

D 1967

S 1933

S 1921, 1930, D 1932,
M 1920, 1922, 1925

S 1991

S 1995 1996, D 1994
D 1988, 1989, 1992, 1993
1996, M 1996, 1997



Name
SHRIVER P.H.
SIGART].
SMYLIE E.M.

SMITH A.E.
SMITH/
COURT M.

SHARAPOVA M.
SREBOTNIK K.
STAMMERS K.E.
STOSURSJ.
STOVE B.F.

STUBBS R.P.
SUGIYAMA, A
SUTTON M.G.
TEGART/
DALTON J.A.M.

Event and year
D 1985

D 1931, M 1932

D 1987, 1990, M 1985,
1990

D 1981, 1982, 1984

S 1964, 1971, D 1961,
1963, 1966, 1971,

M 1964, 1971

S 2011

D 2007, M 2008

S 1939

D 2008, 2009, M 2022
S 1977, D 1973, 1975,
1976, 1977,1979, M
1975, 1977,1979

D 2009

D 2000, 2001, 2004

S 1906

S 1968, D 1966, 1972,
M 1965, 1969

Name
TODD M.P.

TURNBULL W.M.

VESNINAE.S.

WADE S.V.
WATSON H.M.
WATSON M.E.
WILLIAMS, S.J.

WILLIAMS V.E.S.

WILLS/
MOODY H.N.
YORKE A.M.
ZVEREVA N.M.

ZVONAREVA V.

Event and year
D 1948, 1949, M 1950
D 1979, 1980, 1983,
1986, M 1982

D 2010, 2015, 2021
M 2011, 2012

D 1970

M 2017

S 1886

S 2004, 2008, 2018, 2019
S 2002, 2003, 2009,
2017, M 2006

S 1924

D 1933, 1938, 1939

D 1988, 1989, 1995, 1998
M 1991

S 2010, D 2010

Notes: S = Ladies’ Singles Championship; D = Ladies’ Doubles Championship; M = Mixed Doubles

Championship

Below: Tbe first Ladies’ Championship in 1884
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Above: Ons Jabeur — Wimbledon ladies’ singles runner-up at The Championships 2022 —
acknowledges the applause of the Centre Court crowd
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BOYS' SINGLES CHAMPIONS ROLL OF HONOUR

Name
ALEXANDER, John Gillient
ANGER, Matthew
BANERJEE, Samir
BERTRAM, Byron Maxwell
BORG, Bjorn Rune
BUCHHOLZ, Earl Henry
CASH, Patrick Hart
CHARDY, Jeremy
DAVIDOVICH FOKINA, Alejandro
DE BAKKER, Thiemo
DIMITROV, Grigor
EDBERG, Stefan Bengt
EL SHAFEI, Ismail Adly

Abdel Hamid
ENQUVIST, Karl Johan Thomas
FEDERER, Roger
FUCSOVICS, Marton
GRAEBNER, Clark Edward
GUENTHARDT, Heinz Peter
HANN, Michael Preston
HOLMBERG, Ronald Edward
HORN, John Alfred Thomas
HUMPHRIES, Scott Marshall
KALOGEROPOULOS, Nicholas
KNIGHT, William Arthur
KOROTKOV, Vladimir Viktorovich
KRATZMANN, Mark Edward
KREISS, Robert Irwin
KRISHNAN, Ramanathan
KRISHNAN, Ramesh
KULTT, Lars Johan Nicklas
KUZNETSOV, Andrey Alexandrovich
KUPFERBUGER, Johann
LAVALLE, Leonardo
LEJUS, Toomas
LENDL, Ivan
LEWIS, Christopher John
MAHUT, Nicolas Pierre Armand
MANDELSTAM, Rodney

Date of Birth
4Jul 1951
20 Jun 1963
2 Oct 2003
29 Oct 1952
6 Jun 1956
16 Sep 1940
27 May 1965
12 Feb 1987
5Jun 1999
19 Sept 1988
16 May 1991
19 Jan 1966
15 Nov 1947

13 Mar 1974
8 Aug 1981
8 Feb 1992

4 Nov 1943
8 Feb 1959
24 Aug 1937
27 Jan 1938
6 Nov 1931
26 May 1976
18 Feb 1945
12 Nov 1935
23 Apr 1948
17 May 1966
30 Apr 1953
11 Apr 1937
5 Jun 1961
22 Apr1971
22 Feb 1991
2 Oct 1933
14 Jul 1967
28 Aug 1941
7 Mar 1960
9 Mar 1957
21 Jan 1982
8 Apr 1942

Place of Birth

Sydney, N.S.W.,, Australia
Walnut Creek, California, USA
New Jersey, USA
Johannesburg, Transvaal, S.A.
Stockholm, Sweden

St. Louis, Missouri, USA
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
Pau, France

Malaga, Spain

The Hague, Netherlands
Haskova, Bulgaria

Vastervik, Sweden

Cairo, Egypt

Farsta, Stockholm, Sweden
Basle, Switzerland
Nyiregyhaza, Hungary
Cleveland, Ohio, USA

Zurich, Switzerland

Sheffield, England

Brooklyn, New York, USA
Plaistow, London, England
Greeley, Colorado, USA

Costa Rica

Northampton, Northants, Eng.
Moscow, U.S.S.R.

Murgon, Queensland, Australia
Los Angeles, California, USA
Madras, India

Madras, India

Kungsanen, Stockholm, Sweden
Tula, Russia

Pretoria, Transvaal, South Africa
Mexico City, Mexico

Tallinn, U.S.S.R.

Ostrava, Czechoslovakia
Auckland, New Zealand
Angers, France

Boksburg, Transvaal, S.A.

THE CHAMPIONS

Notes
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BOYS' SINGLES CHAMPIONS ROLL OF HONOUR (continued)

Name Date of Birth Place of Birth Notes
MARTIN, William Ward 25 Dec 1956 Evanston, Illinois, USA 3
MATTHEWS, Stanley John 29 Nov 1945 Stoke, Staffordshire, England 1
MELZER, Jurgen 22 May 1981 Vienna, Austria 4
MERGEA, Florin 26 Jan 1985 Craiova, Romania 1
MOCHIZUKI, Shintaro 2 Jun 2003 Japan 1
MUTITS, Olivier 2 Feb 1978 Russange, France 3
NARGISO, Diego 15 Mar 1970 Naples, Italy 2
NIELSEN, Kurt 19 Nov 1930 Copenhagen, Denmark 1
OPELKA, Reilly 28 Aug 1997 St. Joseph, Michigan, USA 3
ORANTES, Manuel 5 Feb 1949 Granada, Spain 2
PAES, Leander Adrian 16 Jun 1973 Calcutta, India 1
PELIWO, Filip 30 Jan 1994 Vancouver, Canada 3
PEREIRA, Nicolas 29 Sep 1970 Salto, Uruguay 1
POLJICAK, Mili 13 Jul 2004 Split, Croatia 3
QUINZI, Gianluigi 1 Feb 1996 Cittadella, Italy 4
REID, Todd Charles 3 Jun 1984 Sydney, NSW, Australia 3
RUBIN, Noah 21 Feb 1996 New York, New York, USA 3
SABAU, Razvan 18 Jun 1977 Bucharest, Romania 1
SAVILLE, Luke 1 Feb 1994 Berri, SA, Australia 3
SHAPOVALOQOV, Denis 15 Apr 1999 Tel Aviv, Israel 2
SKOCH, David 6 Nov 1976 Prague, Czechoslovakia 3
STOCKENBERG, Staffan Oscar 14 Sep 1931 Orebro, Sweden 1
TATTERSALL, James Irvine 27 Mar 1940 Gloucester, England 1
TSENG, Chun Hsin 8 Aug 2001 Chinese Taipei 3
TULASNE, Thierry 12 Jul 1963 Aix-Les-Bains, France 1
VALENT, Roman 8 Jul 1983 Zurich, Switzerland 3
VELEZ, Eduardo 20 Apr 1969 Monterrey, Mexico 3
VOLTCHKOV, Vladimir 7 Apr 1978 Minsk, U.S.S.R. 1
WHITEHOUSE, Wesley 13 Mar 1979 Empangeni, S.A. 4
WILSON, Robert Keith 22 Nov 1935 Hendon, Middlesex, England 1
WINITSKY, Van Alan 12 Mar 1959 Miami, Florida, U.S.A. 2
YOUNG, Donald 23 Jul 1989 Chicago, US.A. 4
Notes:

1. Right-handed

2. Left-handed

3. Right-handed, two handed backhand
4. Left-handed, two handed backhand

120 WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2023



121

THE CHAMPIONS

=949 n (DD8) PRIOIT,"A X (TEN) 2seeH ¥ 4 (VSN) pwaspnQ '§ 2 suvay] g 8 00T

S-L(#-L) 9L n (SNV) Puorang ") £oudsyg 'y T (NOY) nw3L, "H 2 T8RN ] 4 €00C

-9 9% +-9 n (VSn) wey g 1y g n (NOY) Me23 T, "H 2 T8RN 1 8 00T

-9 1-9 1 (XAN) sopezuon) *§ 2 AereSeyy g 8 (NOd) muade "5 2 (NYO) dmedue( “f 8 100C

€-99-1¢-9 n (499) A9rd g 9 Sueg Y L (TAF) usBHA N R 2u20) " 8 000T

-9 5L n (NIA) wourwoiN (29 (TN4) A9Ud "I, I (OYV) ueipueqeN (1 BH0D "D 8 6661

-9 -9 4 (ISD) wey VR (Vi) wporT TN n (TA4) $1Y0Y "d"T'O % (INS) #3p3 ¥ 8661

99 4 (V'S¥) SNOYRIYAN "M, 29 UIZINGISIAN 9P UeA [ T (IHOD) 1sseIN "N 9 (Y& d) BuioH "1 4 L661

=979 4 (VS¥) 2SnoyayAN “AN 29 $11240Y (D T (NVD) Preyorqoy “[29 (V.LD) merderg " 4 9661

-9 (2-L) 9L (4 (DY) Bnd N2 (XHIN) ZPUeundH Y n (4gO) vewnor], '[9 99T ‘I 8 S661

=979 L (VL) 139288 29 (MAS) U] A T (snv) sissnoddyyg "y I 29 POOMIIA " 8 7661

(-£) 9-L (8-9) L-9 (4 (VSY) SWeIIAN "D 29 umpoD) "N T (TZN) ySrequoarg) *[2g sumo(T °§ 8 €661

L6 9% 1-9 n (QANT) duwny "N 2 rpednyg "§IN € (sny) *des( " g sepreq 'S 8 T661

-9 (1=£) 9-L9-1 € (SN 42PN 'V 2 (VSY) 25e[ 2 7T-[ 4 (N'VO) PIspasty "D 2 (VI TWe[y "3 4 T661

€994 (S) 9L S (VSY) BIspuQ N YsFeIN O T (NVD) due[qo] "G g meaie] °g 8 0661

(€T-1) 9L (v-L) 9L ¥ (VSY) Brox0,] YA 2 e[ > T-[ (4 (VSn) 3ess "y [ 29 wwred [ 8 6361

S-L9-T+-9 S (HO@L) e1zeip7 "1 PRI 'd 1 (SNV) 3puqpoop) 1,29 S1quasoig [ 8 8861

(T-L) 9-L €9 1 (V.LI) 1850y “d 2 0st8reN “q € (SNV) 8pHqpoop 1,29 Srequaroig [ 4 1861

1-91-9 n (NVO) yoseares] "H X (SOV) *ed 'S n (HO.L) ®P303 "d 9 (dSH) TPuodse) ", 8 9861

-9 (¢-L) 9-L 4 (HOL) IS "D 2 vpi0y d n () v8ezX *[ 29 (XAIN) OUIOI 'Y 4 S861

6-TT+-99-1 T (AMS) uossuang [ (SNV) uurwziery] A n (VSN) SSIAN "AY 2R umorg 14 861

-9 -9 € (NILJ) o3seuyey O 29 (INOY) 5e3seN ‘N ¥ (SNV) MoX *§ 2g uuewzyery |\ 4 €861

-9 €9 T (VSN) 0¥ “[[9 weoT "y € (snv) Lomer [ ysed "H'd 4 7861
uollsod uolsod spoas

91005  bBulpsss dn-siauuny Buipass suoidweyd JO 'ON JedA

dIHSNOIdWVHD S3719Nn03d ,SA0d



orudpued ¢1-p1ao)) oyl 03 anp paf[edued sem g0z sdrysuordureyy) oy, , :s930N

€-9(5-L)9-L < (V) 2dsnequ] g 29 nIga(] "D n (VS(1) USPYIN Y X Auzio9 °g 8 ceoT
-9 €9 n (MO[) ufeqpPys "V ¢ (dSd) uodury " N (dSd) esmasg ewuezuey Y 2 (L) seraing “d 8 Te0T
- - - - - - ,0T0C
v-95-L L (VSN) ePueN "D % (NVD) eI T T (AZD) BPqaT [ prferog [ 8 610C
¥-9(S-L) 9L 9 (@Z2) #1138 "0 % (102) PN N n (NL) vouenip ‘029 (IN.L) ¥ A 8 810C
7949 € (AZD) B1suqrA TN (LNV) A0uoipoy [ (4 (dd.1) MH "H'A % (DYV) ®IPD 'V 8 L10C
T-9¥-9 9% 1 (N'VD) Aoeaodeyg (1 29 sumssey-128ny *f (4 (A9D) sediss T, § 29 (1SH) ewisrey N 8 910C
¥-99-L ¥ (N[ vermues v 2 (vSN) wirdo ¥ 8 (AND 1#3eN 'S (HIA) 4T H'N 8 ST0T
9-89-¢ -9 I (SN) 42190y "V 2 (VS) 401203 S € (VY q) vuewoz ‘N2 2] O 8 10T
€-97-9 n (VLD oueaodeN *§ 29 (V1) predenod n (SNV) SOBIAY "N 29 SPIEURPIOY L, 8 £10C
=929 n (V.LD) 1prerdr] d 29 Beuo(] A ¥ (SNV) 08Ik "N 29 sreH Y 8 (4114
SLt-99-¢ T (@Z0) P2/ [ (49D) SupleD O 4 (O¥D) 21ed N (JAD) UesSIo] "D 8 T10C
-9 (b-L) 9-L n (49D) ueSio "D 2 uoyng ] n (4gD) vosreynbivy *1,2¢ £prorq T 8 010¢
-9 (L-€) L9 n (V) 3980d v 4190 °[ n (4dD) zomenyy 3R (Vd) Ho9°H H-d 8 600C
01-CT 9-C +-9 € (SNV) 20T, g R Py ‘N n (dd.L) 3uex "H-L% Y2ISH 'd-O 8 800C
9 (S-L) 9-L n (IAS) wean ‘N (4ZD) 4avqe( g L (VLD wesmor], N (V) 2doT°d 8 L00C
-9 (L-6) 9L 4 (IAS) UBFeI Y 29 Uz ‘Al n (VS) 83nutpg *N 29 odrure T "3 8 900C
1-9 +-9 n (499) ySneuuay 'y R (SOV) BOID 'S n (VSN) 7eqeys TN 29 U] *[ 8 S00C
uol}lisod uol}jisod SpossS
91005  Buipdsas dn-siauuny  Bulpdas suoidweyd JOo 'ON Jed

(ponurzuos) JIHSNOIdAWVHD S379N0d ,SAOC

WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2023

122



S-£9-T1-9 - (VS¥) 10l T4 - (N[) nsyewremeg 31 - 6961
€9 -9 - (Snv) uny 471 - (VSN) uoasdid "gy - 8961
9+-9 - (AMS) S1eqpueng ‘N - (@AN) dwores ‘H'[ - L961
€-9 5L - (499) vopSuo) y[ - (NT1) wonspury 'q - 9961
€9¢9 - (DYV) 25east) g - (SYN) vAa0ZOIOI "AO - S961
1-9 €-9 - (XHIN) s¥esqng "o - (Vsn) zomoxpreg "I [ - 961
1-9 $-9 - (sNv) Surwe - (V44) Boies 'Wa - €961
99 - (1ZN) &L "dd - (S¥N) easysyeq O - 7961
9-8+-9 - (VSN) 309v4D "a - (SMN) eavsayssyeq "D - 1961
$=9 -9 - (VSY) sSurganp ‘N1 - (VSn) ezue] [ - 0961
1-9 1-9 - (LOV) 39380908 °q - (Vs¥) sso1) [ - 6561
¥-97-9 - (SYN) eadrmu "y - (VSN) 2100]N “IN'S - 8561
998 - (XA 24y " - (VSn) prowry "'V - LS61
-9 €-9 - (44D) Sutpng - (4gD) uopdeH Sy - 9561
$-92-9 - (V) omquieq) 9p g - (¥gD) Suonswry N'g - (1931

T-9€-9L-S - (V1) 30uuoly "D - (4gD) ¥id VA - yS61

1-9 9+ ¥-9 - (449) ¥id VA - (vS¥) venny " - €561

S-L1-9L-S - (QND) e Y - (AN) yosoq ua3 [ - Ts6l
-9 €-9 - (V.LI) outrezze] °g - (4gO) MPuI0) “INT - 1S61
=979 - (JON) 13U 'V - (4go) mPuI0) ‘T - 0561
949 - (449) 28pmred "A'S'[ - (TA9) SHPPPIN D - 6v61
9+-9 - (INS) 311030 "A - (HO.L) ®A0NSAL O - 861
¥-91-9 - (AMS) UaIEM g - (Tag) vawo 'H - Ly61

uol}lisod uoljisod SposS
91005  Buipdas dn-iauuny  Buipdas uoidweyd Jo 'ON JedA

dIHSNOIdIWVHD S3TONIS .STdI9

123

THE CHAMPIONS



S-£T-9 n (Tdg) stoumo) ] 4 (VSn) viqmy D 91 7661
€-92-9 (8-9) £-9 n (S¥N) eaoresyeIN T (gao) »unng ‘g 91 T661
=929 9 (snv) adreys 3y L (HO.L) eaoprung 'y 91 0661
€979 9 (VSN) WerDdIN [N n (HO.1) eropeung -y 91 6361
1-9(5-2) 9-L L (V) 4ped T (AN) APS WV G 91 8861
-9 -9 n (V44) prereH [ T (S¥N) vad147 “IN'N 91 861
L6 T-99-C n (SIN) PPN T n (S¥N) TA1A7 TN 91 9861
1-9 -1 L (snv) 2ug W[ € (HOL) eaodioH 'Y 8 S861
7-9€-99-¢ n (VSY) poruy 4 € (49D) Y012 'N'V 8 7861
1-92-9 S (OMH) 4H *d n (V) spered *d 8 €861
S-£T-9 T (HO.L) vaoyng 'H 4 (V¥) Buue], D 8 861
0-9 9-€ +-9 n (VS¥) s4n 49 8 (VSn) uosured) 177 8 1861
S-2()92L S (snv) o1 °[S n (Sny) vewda1y °q 8 0861
€9 1-9 9 (VSN) uoanop 'y'y € (vSn) e "TIN 8 6L61
-9 9-€ 0-9 4 (HOL) eaoyqpue ]y "H T (VSn) unsny "y 1, 8 8L61
1-9 -2 € (VSN) 2o udaze]y n (vsn) sydouoyuy 8 LL6T
1-99-C €9 - (VSY) 805y AL - (SAN) Brerdwy) AN - 961
€-9+-9 - (HOL) BAONISTEIAT ¥ - (SU0N) Brordwy) AN - SL6T
¥-9 -1 - (INOY) nosauorg AT - (DNA) d9a0sne[ A - vL61
S-L¥-9 - (HO.L) eaomesseN ‘A - (VSN) emwoAry 3y - €L61
-9 9% $-9 - (449D) 100 "TD - (VS¥) oD 'S'T - cL6l
-9 ¥-9 - (49D) pIJuIN "H'S - (S¥N) vutysory "A'IN - 1261
-9 9-8 - (S¥N) vurysony "A'TAL - (VSN) US’EM V'S - 0L61
uonisod uonIsod spaas
91005  Buipdsss dn-iauuny  Buipsas uoidweyd Jo 'ON JedA

(ponurzuos) JIHSNOIdWVHD SITONIS ,STHID

WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2023

124



€99 L (DIN) wiswonsex 14 () waodurog "y 91 910C
v-95-L a (Sy) eaoyung "y n (SN *MUZ V'S 91 S10C
0-9€-99-C 8 (OIAS) ea0[paIUIG 3 n (Ly'D oquadeisQ [ 91 ¥10C
#-91-99F S (VS) pussumog, -], 1 (INS) opuag g 91 €100
979 € (DIN) euronag g S (NVO) pregonog “W'D'H 91 414
(€-L)9-LSL € (SNY) eadyREwOIy T a (snv) breg vy 91 110C
#-99-% €9 o1 (N nz1gsT 'S 6 (A7) vaoystd 91 010C
1-9€-99-¢ 1 (VL) QOUSPETIAL 4 (VH.L) Ureseadsyoue] N 91 600C
1-99-€€-9 € (VHI) Ureeamaoypio] N n (49O) vosqoy A'IN"T 91 800C
0-9 €9 9-C L (VS0) 218uarg ‘N 9 (TOJ) wisuempey ' 91 L00T
(#-£)9-LT-9 9 (IAS) eaodtreqly AL 4 (NAQ) BeIZOp O 91 900C
79 €9 n (LOV) ezsed 1, n (TOdJ) wisuempey] Y'Y 91 S00C
-9 (L-0) L9 -9 € (DDS) dmouea] "y 9 (DIN) oquaTEpUOg A 91 ¥00C
€99-€¥-9 n (SN) dzpeaaseyd ], 'y n (1ag) sudif "y 91 £00T
T-91-9 9+ L (SNy) eaodereyg " 8 (SNY) BumdyRNOCT "X A 91 00T
S-£9-0%-9 ST (SNY) euyes "a 8 (VND) ®felprw v 91 100T
S-L¥-9 z (IIN) studigasnd 1, 4 (DY) s g 91 000T
-9 (L) 9L L (SNY) vhwysimorousery] 7] 4 (4Z0) eroueSedmy, | 91 6661
€9 (¢-£) 9-L n (Ta4) srsiD L (O1S) Hrua0qaig 3 91 8661
S-L€9 9 (vsn) wuddry -y € (N1Z) *Pe1d "0°0 91 L661
-9 €-9 9-t n (dSa) russ TN 01 (V1) owsamex] Y 91 9661
(9-8) 9-L S-L S (VH.L) useSnseue], ", 6 (T0d) ¥2s10 'V 91 S661
¥-9 5L S (JO) v [ Y-IN 8 (INS) st8utH ‘I 91 Y661
T-99-1(€-L)9-L L (VLI spuerd Y T (Td9) PP N 91 €661
uollisod uolljisod spo°es
91005  Buipsss dn-Jjauuny Buipsss uoidweyd JOo 'ON JedA

125

THE CHAMPIONS



srwapued gT-prao)) oYy 03 anp pa[adued sem (70 sdrysuordweyyy ayy, , :s930N]

-9 €-9 L (NNH) 4preapn T T (VS) oProH T 91 (414
1-9#-99-C n (4AD) Junps ‘N n (dSH) outO PP BN Y 91 120C
- - - - - - ,020T

¥-9-9 01 (VSN) PON 'Y n (DIN) Mg -q 91 610C
9+-9 n (INS) Suny] T n (TOd) ovemg T 91 810C
T9.-ST9 n (VS TI'V € (VS 1D 91 L10C

uonisod uonlisod speaas
2100S  Bulpdss dn-iauuny  Bulpass uoidweyd JO "'ON Jeap

(ponurzuos) JIHSNOIdWVHD SITONIS ,STHID

WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2023

126



GIRLS’ SINGLES CHAMPIONS ROLL OF HONOUR

Name
ANTONOPLIS, Lea
ARMSTRONG, Sheila
ARNOLD, Miriam
AUSTIN, Tracy Ann
BAKSHEEVA, Galina

BARTKOWICZ, Jane Marie
(Peaches)

BARTY, Ashleigh
BENCIC, Belinda

BLACK, Cara Cavell
BONDARENKO, Kateryna

Volodymrivna

BOUCHARD, Eugenie Caitlin
Murphy

CHMYREVA, Natasha
CORNELL, Lorna Muriel
CROFT, Annabel Nicola
CROSS, Joan

DOMKEN, Genevieve
DOUCHEVINA, Vera

Yevgenyevna

FEBER, Nancy

FLIPKENS, Kirsten
FREEMAN, Debbie
GARRISON, Zina Lynna
HANTZE, Karen Janice
HAYDON, Adrianne Shirley
HINGIS, Martina
HOLIKOVA, Andrea
HOVDE, Liv

JAUSOVEC, Mima

KILIAN, Dora

KIYOMURA, Ann Kazuyo
KLOSS, Ilana Sheryl
KROSHINA, Marina
LERTCHEEWAKARN Noppawan
LIU, Claire

LINDSTROM, Birgitta Maria
MAURESMO, Amelie
MERCELIS, Christiane

Date of Birth
20 Jan 1959

14 Jul 1939

27 Feb 1939
12 Dec 1962
12 Jul 1945

16 Apr 1949

24 Apr 1996
10 Mar 1997
17 Feb 1979
8 Aug 1986

25 Feb 1994

28 May 1958
3 Jan 1933
12 Jul 1966
9 Mar 1941
4 Sep 1927
6 Oct 1986

5 Feb 1976
10 Jan 1986
5Jun 1962
16 Nov 1963
11 Dec 1942
17 Oct 1938
30 Sep 1980
15 Jan 1968
25 Oct 2005
20 Jul 1956
5 Mar 1935
22 Aug 1955
22 Mar 1956
18 Apr 1953
18 Nov 1991
25 May 2000
14 Jan 1948
5Jul 1979

5 Oct 1931

Place of Birth

West Covina, California, USA
Manchester, England
Hollywood, California, USA
Los Angeles, California, USA
Kiev, U.S.S.R.

Hamtramck, Michigan, USA

Ipswich, Queensland, Australia
Flawil, Switzerland

Harare, Zimbabwe

Krejery Rig, Ukraine, USSR

Montreal, Canada

Moscow, U.S.S.R.
London, England
London, England

Port Elizabeth, Eastern Province, S.A.

Heusy-Verviers, Belgium

Moscow, USSR

Antwerp, Belgium

Geel, Belgium

Sydney, N.S.W., Australia
Houston, Texas, USA

San Diego, California, USA
Birmingham, England

Kosice, Czechoslovakia

Prague, Czechoslovakia

USA

Maribor, Yugoslavia

Barkley East, Cape Province, S.A.
San Mateo, California, USA
Johannesburg, Transvaal, S.A.
Alma Ata, US.S.R.

Chiang Mai, Thailand

Thousand Oaks, California, USA
Helsinki, Finland

St. Germain en Laye, France

Brussels, Belgium

THE CHAMPIONS

Notes
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GIRLS’ SINGLES CHAMPIONS ROLL OF HONOUR (continued)

Name

MINTEGI DEL OLMO, Ane
MISKOVA, Olga

MOORE, Sally Marie
MOROZOVA, Olga Vasilevna
OLSZA, Aleksandra
OSTAPENKO, Jelena
PARADIS, Pascale

PIATEK, Mary Lou

PIGEON, Kristine Sue

PITT, Valerie Anne
PLISKOVA, Kristyna
POTAPOVA, Anastasia
RADWANSKA, Agnieszka Roma
RADWANSKA, Urszula
RITTNER, Barbara

ROBSON, Laura Margaret Dwyer
RUBIN, Chanda Renee
SALERNI, Maria Emilia
SALFATT, Monique

SALOME, Judith Henriette
SAWAMATSU, Kazuko
SCHULTZ, Brenda Anna Maria
SNIGUR, Daria

SREBOTNIK, Katarina
STRNADOVA, Andrea
SWIATEK, Iga

TANVIER, Catherine

ten BOSCH, Fenny Johanna Ina
TULYAGANOVA, Iroda
WIDJAJA, Angelique

WALSH, Sharon Ann
WOZNIACKI, Caroline
ZVEREVA, Natalia Maratovna
ZHUK, Sofya Andreyevna

Notes:
1. Right-handed
2. Left-handed

Date of Birth
24 Oct 2003
8 Apr 1929
8 Jun 1940
22 Feb 1949
8 Dec 1977
8 Jun 1997
24 Apr 1966
6 Aug 1961
15 Aug 1950
6 Jun 1936
21 Mar 1992
30 Mar 2001
6 Mar 1989
7 Dec 1990
25 Apr 1973
21 Jan 1994
18 Feb 1976
14 May 1983
18 May 1945
10 Feb 1949
5Jan 1951
28 Dec 1970
27 Mar 2002
12 Mar 1981
28 May 1972
31 May 2001
28 May 1965
12 Aug 1935
7 Jan 1982
12 Dec 1984
24 Feb 1952
11 Jul 1990
16 Apr 1971
1 Dec 1999

3. Right-handed, two handed backhand

4. Left-handed, two handed backhand

Place of Birth

Idiazabal, Spain

Prague, Czechoslovakia
Long Beach, California, USA
Moscow, U.S.S.R.

Katowice, Poland

Riga, Latvia

Troyes, France

Whiting, Indiana, USA

San Mateo, California, USA
Birmingham, England
Louny, Czech Republic
Saratou, Russia

Krakow, Poland

Ahaus, Germany

Krefeld, Germany
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
Lafayette, Louisiana, USA
Rafaela, Argentina

Cannes, France
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Nishinomiya, Japan
Haarlem, The Netherlands
Kiev, Ukraine

Slovenj Gradec, Yugoslavia
Prague, Czechoslovakia
Warsaw, Poland

Toulouse, France

Voorburg, The Netherlands
Tashkent, Uzbekistan
Bandung, Indonesia

San Francisco, California, USA
Odense, Denmark

Minsk, U.S.S.R.

Moscow, Russia
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Invitation Events

GENTLEMEN'’S INVITATION DOUBLES

Year
2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020%
2021*
2022

Winners

J.F. Eltingh &
P.V.N. Haahuis (NED)

D.J. Johnson &
J.E. Palmer (USA)

J.F Eltingh &
P.V.N. Haarhuis (NED)

D.J. Johnson &
J.E. Palmer (USA)

J.F. Eltingh &
P.V.N. Haarhuis (NED)

G. Rusedski (GBR) &
F. Santoro (FRA)

T. Enquist (SWE) &
M. Philippoussis (AUS)

T. Enquist (SWE) &
M. Philippoussis (AUS)

G. Ivanisevic &

I. Ljubicic (CRO)

G. Rusedski (GBR) &
F. Santoro (FRA)

L.G. Hewitt &
M. Philippoussis (AUS)

T. Haas (GER) &
M. Philippoussis (AUS)

A. Clement &
M. Llodra (FRA)

B. Bryan &
M. Bryan (USA)

Runners-up

M.RJ. Petchey &
C. Wilkinson (GBR)

J.F. Eltingh &
P.V.N. Haarhuis (NED)

D.J. Johnson &
J.E. Palmer (USA)

W. Ferreira (RSA) &
Y. Kafelnikov (RUS)

J.L. Bjorkman (SWE) &
T.A. Woodbridge (AUS)

T. Enquist (SWE) &
M. Philippoussis (AUS)

G. Rusedski (GBR) &
F. Santoro (FRA)

J.F. Eltingh &
P.V.N Haarhuis (NED)

W. Ferreira (RSA) &
S. Grosjean (FRA)

J.L. Bjorkman &
T. Johansson (SWE)

J. Gimelstob (USA) &
R. Hutchins (GBR)

C. Fleming (GBR) &
X. Malisse (BEL)

X. Malisse (BEL) &
M. Mirnyi (BLR)

M. Baghdatis (CYP) &
X. Malisse (BEL)

Score
6-2 6-2

W.O.

7-6 (7-2) 6-4

6-3 6-2

3-6 6-3 (13-11)

6-7(3-7) 6-4

7-6 (8-6) 6-3

3-6 6-310-8

6-31-610-5

7-56-1

6-36-3

7-6 (7-4) 6-4

6-31-6 (10-7)

6-3 6-4

2007-2022 — 8 pairs round robin. Notes: * The Championships 2020 was cancelled due to the Covid-19
pandemic. * No Invitation Events were held at The Championships 2021 due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
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LADIES' INVITATION DOUBLES

Year
2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
2021
2022

Winners

J. Novotna &
H. Sukova (CZE)

J. Novotna (CZE) &
K. Rinaldi (USA)

M. Navaratilova (USA)
& H. Sukova (CZE)

M. Navratilova (USA)
& J. Novotna (CZE)

L.A. Davenport (USA)
& M. Hingis (SUI)

L.A. Davenport (USA)
& M. Hingis (SUI)

L.A. Davenport (USA)
& M. Hingis (SUI)

J. Novotna (CZE)
& B. Schett (AUT)

Mag. Maleeva (BUL)
& R. Stubbs (AUS)

M. Navratilovo (USA)
&S. Sfar (TUN)

C.C. Black (ZIM)
& M. Navratilova (USA)

K. Clijsters (BEL)
& R. Stubbs (AUS)

C. Black (ZIM) &
M. Navratilova (USA)

K. Clijsters (BEL) &
M. Hingis (SUI)

Runners-up

I. Kloss &
R. Nideffer (RSA)

M. Navratilova (USA)
& H. Sukova (CZE)

1. Kloss &
R. Nideffer (ESA)

T. Austin &
K. Stunkel (USA)

M. Navratilova (USA)
&J. Novotna (CZE)

M. Navratilova (USA)
&J. Novotna (CZE)

J. Novotna (CZE)
& B. Schett (AUT)

M. Navratilova (USA)
& S. Sfar (TUN)

M. Navratilova (USA)
& S. Sfar (TUN)

L. Davenport &
M.]. Fernandez (USA)

A.IM. Sanchez Vicario (ESP)
& S. Sfar (TUN)

C. Black (ZIM)
& M. Navratilova (USA)

M. Bartoli (FRA) &
D. Hantuchova (CZE)

D. Hantuchova (SVK) &
L. Robson (GBR)

Score
6-3 6-3

5-7 6-3 (10-5)

6-3 6-2

7-56-0

6-4 6-4

6-36-2

6-26-2

6-07-6 (7-1)

3-67-510-8

7-6 (7-5) retd.

6-24-6 (10-4)

6-3 6-4

6-03-6 (10-8)

6-46-2

2007-2022 - 8 pairs round robin. Notes: f The Championships 2020 was cancelled due to the Covid-19
pandemic. * No Invitation Events were held at The Championships 2021 due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

MIXED INVITATION DOUBLES

Year
2022

Winners

N. Zimonjic (SRB) & M. Bartoli (FRA)

2022~ — 8 pairs round robin.

Runners-up

T. Woodbridge (AUS) & C. Black (ZIM)

THE CHAMPIONS

Score
7-6 (7-1) 6-1
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WIMBLEDON
YEAR-BY-YEAR

by Ben Chatfield & Robert McNicol




his section details just what happened on - and off - the lawns
of both the sites over the last century and a half, as painstakingly
compiled by Alan Little in the Wimbledon Compendium over the
last 28 years.

It’s not a definitive report, giving just a snapshot of what feels most
significant and most memorable for any given Championships. Some
extra research across the board has added rich information to the
early years, including some more weather (as if Wimbledon didn’t have
enough) and other details gleaned from a variety of reliable historical
resources. Whilst continually looking to the future, The Championships’
rich story has its roots in these real reports from the past, and with the
men, women (and animals) who made it all possible.

1868
The year in which it all began. “The All England Croquet Club’ (note the lack of the word
‘tennis’in the title) was founded on Thursday 23 July when six gentlemen gathered in

the offices of a magazine called 7he Field (still the world’s oldest country and field sports
magazine), at number 346 on The Strand in London. The meeting was
chaired by the magazine’s editor, John Henry Walsh, with the other
attendees being Capt. Robert Fitzgerald Dalton, John Hinde Hale, the
Reverend Arthur Law, Walter Jones Whitmore (elected Hon. Secretary)
and Samuel Horace Clarke Maddock, who was the new Hon.
Treasurer. It was here, in the editor’s room at the offices of Herbert

Cox, publisher of Zhe Field, that the ‘All England Croquet Club’ —
was founded. The new Committee agreed to meet again two -;..::"::-_
weeks later. T —

1869

July saw the new Club organise its first croquet championship, held on a cricket ground
at Crystal Palace and won by George Joad, with a second event played later in the year in
Eastbourne. On 24 September the decision was made to lease a four-acre site near what is
now the centre of Wimbledon, by the railway track — but was then a semi-rural London
outpost, a long way from The Strand. The site was off Worple Road, in Nursery Lane, which
is still there today, but now known as ‘Nursery Road’. The four-acre site was rectangular in
shape, roughly 170 metres by 100 metres, and three-year rental went from £50 in year one
to £75 in year two and £100 in year three — the equivalent of around £6,000, £8,500 and
£11,000 in today’s money. An agreement was also made with London and South Western
Railway to run a pathway from Wimbledon Station to the Grounds, for the princely sum
of one pound (just over £100 today). One pound would have also bought you an annual
subscription to the Club, with a life subscription costing just over 10 pounds. The Earl of
Essex was appointed the Club’s first President.

1870

As interest grew, a pavilion was erected and in May the ground was spread out into three
separate terraces, a decision which necessitated a gardener being hired. Fencing around the
ground was put up and a small pavilion, containing gentlemen’s and ladies’ rooms, plus a
club room, was built. In mid-Victorian England croquet was the main summer sport of the
so-called ‘leisure classes’, and it could be enjoyed by young or old.

In June, the Croquet Championships were held on the Grounds for the first time, won
by Walter Peel, as they would be in the following year as well. This was the first event in
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Wimbledon but effectively the second Championships, with the first having taken place in
Crystal Palace in the previous July.

1871

The value of the Club ground was estimated to be worth £2,500, or £300,000 in modern
value. There are few first-hand reports but it is said that founding member John H. Walsh
first offered to exchange his pony roller for a life membership of the Club for his daughter.
A Lady’s or Gentleman’s Membership was then valued at one guinea (about £100 today),
with the aforementioned Life Suscription costing 10 guineas. Further records of the era are
not known but records show that Walter Hayward Peel retained his croquet title.

1872
John H. Walsh, who had chaired the
inaugural meeting in The Strand and who y
had now become Club Secretary, generously § 7
followed up on the ofter of his pony roller
to The Club, with the actual pony being sold
on to them as well for the sum of £23. A
story has circulated for years, which has no
historical evidence, that the need to raise
funds for the repair of this pony roller — in order to maintain the croquet lawns — was the
reason for staging the first Lawn Tennis Championships. A similar roller for the Nursery
Lane Grounds can still be seen on the Club’s modern site, near the Museum building.

A man known only as ‘Mr. C. Black' won the fourth croquet title, with Mrs J.H. Walsh
taking the ladies’ event.

1873

In a confident move, the lease on the Worple Road ground was renewed for a further 10
years, at a cost of £100 a year. It was in December of this year that the first book of rules
for the game was spoken of, being compiled by a Welsh army officer called Major Walter
Clopton Wingfield. A party occurred in the December to which Wingfield later dedicated
all of his rules booklets, promoted as The Major’s Game of Lawn Tennis. A fan of many
sporting endeavours, Major Wingfield was also an eccentric inventor, with a creative mind
and boundless energy. He applied this entrepreneurial streak to sport, looking for ways to
support his country estates and he was fascinated by this new racket sport, which could be
played in the open air, away from the confines of an indoor arena.

In Club news, James Dunbar Heath won the croquet title.

1874

Major Wingfield now applied for a patent for “a new and improved portable court for
playing the ancient game of tennis”, referring to the sport’s storied past. He developed his
rule book further, engaging with 7he Field magazine and its readers, creating a boxed set of
the equipment needed to play — with balls, ‘tennis bats’, poles, pegs, netting, a mallet, a brush
and the ' BOOK OF THE GAME’. This new phenomenon, now known simply as ‘Lawn
Tennis’, began to catch the world’s attention. Originating from the French ‘jeu de paume’
and the rather exclusive ‘Real Tennis’, the game’s development accelerated with the advent
of the lawn mower in 1830, allowing for flatter lawns with shorter grass. Influences from
games such as ‘Rackets’and the Basque ‘Pelota’ had already been seen, as clubs had already
started to crop up in the UK, with these early adopters looking for a more rigorous exercise
than provided by genteel croquet.

Back in Wimbledon James Dunbar Heath retained his croquet title.
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1875
On 25 February the All England Croquet Club Committee made the decision to allocate one
of the croquet lawns — interest in the sport had been on the wane — for the very purpose of
playing this new sport of lawn tennis. Reginald Gray, from Bermuda but studying in London,
was thought to be one of four men said to have played the very first game of lawn tennis on
the ground early that summer. The court could also be used for badminton, the racket sport
using shuttlecocks instead of balls, and the British game of ‘battledore and shuttlecock’.
Marylebone Cricket Club, nine miles up the road had, on 29 May, issued its first set of ‘unified’
rules for this game of lawn tennis, as there were previously numerous versions being played.
The Club chose to adapt these (an hourglass court, the use of real tennis scoring and only the
server being able to win points) for the games being played on its lawns.

Early tennis adopter Reginald Gray went on to win the All England croquet title later in
the summer season.

1876

'This new tennis phenomenon was really catching on now, with four new courts, or a whole
terrace, being created, replacing croquet lawns. By the 29 June the Club saw the need
to have a Committee member elected who would have exclusive responsibility for lawn
tennis, and George Nicol was the man chosen for that role. Nicol was previously known
as a croquet player, and was, in 1869, one of four men to all be considered an All England
Croquet Champion, in the organisationally fragmented sport.

Colonel Busk won the croquet title.

1877

A momentous year in Wimbledon’s history for two main reasons. Firstly, on 14 April the
Club extended its name to become “The All England Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club'.
Secondly, this name change was to be celebrated by the staging of its first lawn tennis
Championships, beginning on Monday 9 July. There would only be a gentlemen’s singles
event, with a field of 22, who each paid one guinea to enter, and a final to be played on 19
July. This 22-entry draw led to the strange situation of having three, rather than four, semi-
finalists. There was a pre-agreed break in play on 13 and 14 July, due to the annual Eton v
Harrow cricket match, played at Lord’s.

Using a now rectangular court and real tennis scoring methods the battles commenced
on the 12 dedicated courts. The equipment for this first tournament was supplied by Jefferies
and Co. of Woolwich, providing posts, nets and balls. The first final was won by Wimbledon
local, Spencer Gore, beating William Marshall and walking away with a not unreasonable
sum of 12 guineas, or £1,200 today. They were watched on a damp afternoon by around 200
spectators. On top of the financial reward, Gore received the highly valuable ‘Field Cup’,
presented by 7he Field magazine.

Research through the Met Office shows us that the London weather between 9 and 19
July was generally mild and dry to begin with, followed by rain and wind in the middle and
later period, with a final played on damp, slippery courts.

1878

Wimbledon became a year-long commitment, as levelling work completed during the
winter left the courts in rude health come the summer. The net height and the service line
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distances were also finessed and it is thought that the first attempts to introduce scoreboards
were seen, if in an entirely unsatisfactory way! It is generally estimated that this was the
year when the world first witnessed the overarm serve, debuted on the Wimbledon lawns
courtesy of Dr. Arthur Thomas Myers, becoming widely adopted by the early 1880s.

As of this year it was decided that the holder of the trophy would not have to go through
all that bothersome competitive tournament action but would simply turn up to play the
winner of the ‘All-Comers Singles’in the final, ‘Challenge Round’. It would prove a popular
idea (especially amongst the holders) and would stay in place until 1922. A whopping 700
people watched Frank Hadow steal victory from local man, and reigning champion, Spencer
Gore in the aforementioned Challenge Round, the effective ‘final’.

Warm and dry weather was enjoyed throughout London for the whole tournament from

15 to 20]July.
1879

With all the change in recent history, 1879 was a reasonably uneventful third year in
Nursery Lane, although crowds swelled and the event continued to grow in popularity,
boasting 45 players in the main field. One notable change saw balls and court equipment
being supplied by the company ‘Ayres’ for the first time. Ayres were a renowned sporting
goods firm, dating back to 1810, having built their reputation in the world of archery.
Spectators were also able to shelter from the weather under thatched summer houses, with
open sides, which had originally been erected for the croquet players.

Over a thousand people watched the All Comers Final between John Hartley and the
wonderfully named Vere St. Leger Goold. Goold was a colourful character to say the least,
who took his own life on Devil’s Island — the penal colony of Cayenne — as he served a life
sentence for murder. Victorious Hartley went on to take the main trophy without playing
a Challenge Round as the holder, Frank Hadow, had decided not to defend his title. The
Committee rejected the suggestion to stage a Ladies’ Singles Championship.

'The tournament period from 7 to 16 July was generally cool in London with intermittent
rain throughout.

1880

Having commenced with the supply of balls and equipment in the previous year, Ayres
now provided two movable stands, constructed and erected to the side of a ‘centre court’, in
the middle of the ground. They also provided the first scoring boards and had their name
emblazoned all over these constructions, in a promotional way that would never be seen
again in Wimbledon’s history. Crowds continued to grow, as 1,300 packed in to watch the
Challenge Round, in which John Hartley retained his trophy, to gather up his final major
title. The powers-that-were fiddled a little more with the actual rules of lawn tennis, most
notably with the introduction of the ‘let’ service, when the ball clipped the net before
landing in.

The tournament period from 15 to 20 July was cool with generally light but regular rain
across London.

1881

'The growth continued, with further temporary stands erected around the previous year’s
idea of a principal ‘centre court’, now covering three sides of the playing area in the middle
of the Grounds. These were logically named ‘Stands A, B and C’. The hefty constructions
were in place for the tournament from 2 to 13 July and were then stored down the road in
sheds for the winter. With popularity soaring, the Club decided to purchase the freehold of
the ground, for a not insubstantial amount of £3,000 — the equivalent of £300,000 in today’s
market — to be paid in instalments over the coming years.
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William Renshaw won the first of his Gentlemen’s Singles Championship titles,
defeating John Hartley, for the loss of just two games. Renshaw, along with his brother,
Ernest, would be seen as instrumental in the coming years for transforming tennis from a
pastime to a popular competitive, and spectator, sport. They were a charismatic pair, with
engaging personalities and a truly original lawn tennis style.

It was also a significant year for lawn tennis as it marked the first staging of the US
National Championship (the future US Open) event, which would soon make up one
quarter of the tennis majors, or all together, the ‘Grand Slam’ (alongside Roland-Garros,
the Australian Open and The Championships at Wimbledon). The first event was held on
grass courts in Newport, Rhode Island (moving to New York in 1915) and the gentlemen’s
singles was won by Richard Sears.

Hot weather was enjoyed in London at the start of tournament, which was held from
2 to 13 July, before some light rain and cooler temperatures towards the end.

1882

A tipping point was reached when the Club decided to drop the word ‘Croquet’ from its
title, such was the increasing popularity of this phenomenon known as ‘lawn tennis’, with
the former no longer being played on the Grounds after this season. “The All England
Lawn Tennis Club’ continued its upward surge, with over 2,000 attending the Challenge
Round. They were not disappointed as William Renshaw defeated his twin brother, Ernest,
in a nail-biting five-set final.

Records show that London experienced cool weather throughout the tournament, from
8 to 17 July, with regular showers and some strong winds towards the end of the period.

1883

With professionalism the order of the day, the Club purchased a new heavy roller and, no
doubt as a result, a new horse to do the hard graft. The investments were paying off with
another 25 per cent jump in attendances as a crowd of 2,500 watched the final, once again
played out between the Renshaw twins, once again running to five sets and once again
being won by William, for his third on the trot. This would turn out to be the last year that
only temporary stands would be used.

London experienced cool temperatures between 7 and 17 July, with rain over the
weekend seeing the final, Challenge Round, delayed.

1884

A momentous year for the Club with the launch of a Ladies’ Singles Championships,

to be played after the conclusion of the Gentlemen’s Singles Championship. There was

a field of 13 with young Maud Watson coming from a set down to beat her big sister,
Lilian, in the final. She walked away with a silver flower basket as first prize, which she had
chosen as there was no ladies’ trophy for the first two years it was staged. The creation of
this event established tennis as a liberating sport for women. It was not the only exciting
new discipline to be introduced, being joined by a gentlemen’s doubles, or ‘four-handed’,
competition in which 10 pairs contested. Talented twins William and Ernest Renshaw
came out on top, receiving a cup donated by Oxford University.

You hadn't previously needed to be British to enter the tournament, but it had certainly
helped, as no other nationalities had previously bothered competing. That all changed in
1884 with three competitors in the gentlemen’s singles taking the boat across the Atlantic
— James Dwight, Arthur Rives and reigning US Open champion Richard ‘Dick’ Sears. They
no doubt enjoyed the experience but couldn’t prevent home favourite William Renshaw
walking away with the trophy... again. An estimated 2,500 spectators, packed four or five
deep, watched the Challenge Round, in spite of the dark clouds overhead.
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'The laborious process of flat-packing (increasingly large) stadia and storing them in
sheds was addressed as Centre Court Stand A was given ‘permanent covered structure’
status, now sitting proudly in place all year round.

Intermittent and occasionally heavy rain disrupted play throughout.

1885

Following the promotion of Stand A to permanent
status the Club tethered down

the other two, creating \\\\\ N
a loosely U-shaped ﬂ_'_i-—’}\_é\—\;\_\\\

collection of three
structures, kept in
place all year round.
'The court-covering
tarpaulin, one day
becoming such

an iconic vision

of a rainy day in
Wimbledon history, was
introduced by the Club this year. The
Centre Court had been re-laid, with the best Tooting turf, and had not been played on
before the meeting.

The ‘Bagnall-Wild method’ of creating a draw was amended so that byes were now only
given in the first round.

A large and vocal crowd of 3,500 crammed into the new permanent stands for the
Gentlemen’s Singles Challenge Round, watching William Renshaw beat Herbert Lawford
to claim his fifth title. It was reported in sporting magazine Pastime as an “unusually loud
and enthusiastic crowd for a lawn tennis meeting”. In the ladies’ event Maud Watson
retained her title.

The weather was best described as ‘unsettled’ during The Championships, with a mixture
of sun, showers and cooler days.

1886

The U-shape created by the three independent, now permanent, stands surrounding the
Centre Court was further developed, with corners added to make for a large, continuous
construction for the increasingly lawn tennis-loving public. For the first time a section
was partitioned off for the sole use of the press, recording the action for a wider audience.
A terrace, soon to become ‘Stand D’, was added to the permanent A, B and C, boasting
five raised tiers and allowing over 500 standing spectators to view. All fans could watch
with less trepidation as large ‘stop nets’ were added at the end of each court to catch any
wayward balls. These balls were, for the first time, ‘Championship’ balls, supplied by Ayres
especially for this meeting. Refreshments were now being served in the pavilion.

On the courts, a Challenge Round was introduced for the ladies’ singles and the
gentlemen’s doubles. The gentlemen’s singles was once again won by William Renshaw, for
a sixth on the trot — an all-time record which still stands to this day. A new ladies’ singles
trophy was first presented, the ‘Venus Rosewater’ dish, a mythologically themed sterling
silver salver, partly gilded and 18.75 inches in diameter. It was won by Blanche Bingley,
later known as Blanche Hillyard.

The weather was a mixed bag; initially delightfully warm and sunny with a cool breeze,
before clouds moved in, meaning the Challenge Rounds were affected by rain.
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1887

The decision was made to run the two newest events — ladies’singles and gentlemen’s
doubles — concurrently with the gentlemen’s singles, rather than following it. This created a
kind of festival of lawn tennis, in the way we enjoy in the modern era.

The ladies’ singles celebrated this promotion to the main stage by providing the
tournament’s most intriguing story as Great Britain’s Charlotte ‘Lottie’ Dod became the
youngest-ever winner, at the incredibly tender age of 15 years and 285 days. The sporting all-
rounder from Cheshire also excelled at golf, hockey and archery, in which she won a silver
medal at the 1908 Olympics. She is still the youngest Ladies’ Singles Champion to this day,
even if Martina Hingis bested her by three days when winning the ladies’ doubles title in
1996 with Helena Sukova.

Almost more incredibly, the gentlemen’s singles was not won by William Renshaw,
his six-year run coming to an end after he suffered a bout of, you guessed it, tennis elbow.
His brother Ernest stepped ably up for the final but lost to Herbert Lawford. Lawford
became the first winner to lift the new 18-inch high silver gilt trophy, which replaced the
Field Cup (1877-1883) and the Challenge Cup (1884-1886). These were both now in the
permanent possession of William Renshaw after he won each three times in succession. The
decision was taken that the new trophy would never become the property of the winner.
The inscription on the front of the Cup read, “The All England Lawn Tennis Club Single
Handed Championship of the World”.

'The weather remained very warm throughout, interspersed with cooler, breezier spells.

1888

This year saw the advent of a Wimbledon tradition which would become synonymous
with the tournament across the world: bad weather seriously interrupting, or even totally
stopping, play. Atrocious conditions in the week running up to the start of the meeting saw
the start date moved from the Saturday to the following Tuesday, delaying the unveiling of
some lovely new gates at Nursery Road.

Ernest Renshaw went on to win his one and only Gentlemen’s Singles Championship
title on decidedly sodden courts, but in front of an impressive crowd of 2,000. Lottie Dod
won the second of her five, from a field of just six in the ladies’ singles, as the poor weather
conditions continued for that event and the gentlemen’s doubles.

1889

A year of rebirth and modernisation, with the Club embracing the idea of the Grounds as

a destination and pleasurable idyll in themselves. Shrubs and flower beds were added, the
pavilion was redecorated and the stands were repainted, creating an altogether more pleasing
tournament experience. After the previous year’s less than clement weather, the drainage
system of the lawns was also greatly improved.

On court, normal service was resumed as William Renshaw took the gentlemen’s singles
title home for a seventh time, at the expense of his brother again, a record that would
be equalled by Pete Sampras in 2000 and beaten by Roger Federer in 2017. Renshaw’s
unprecedented success sparked a massive rise in interest in the sport and he came to be
known as the ‘founding father of tennis’. Together with his twin, Ernest, they are seen to
have introduced the hard serve, the smash and aggressive volleying — forming the bedrock of
the modern game.

Lottie Dod did not defend her Ladies’ Singles Championship title, which she had won
for the previous two years, due to an unwillingness to move a yachting holiday which she
had booked with her sister on the west coast of Scotland.

The weather was delightful for the start of the event, becoming a little gloomy for the
final rounds.
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vz 1890
Very much “The Year of the Irish’, as all three titles were won by players
from the Emerald Isle. Willoughby Hamilton defeated the returning
_.,&g;? William Renshaw in the gentlemen’s singles, Joshua Pim and Frank
Stoker took the doubles title and Lena Rice won the ladies’
\F singles, in what would be smallest ever field for a Wimbledon
%’,— competition, with only four entrants.
'The weather was once again an irritation, leaving the courts
— despite the use of tarpaulin covers — in a poor condition. Slight
improvements were seen towards the end of the event.

1891

Over the Channel, the ‘Championnat de France’, or the ‘French Open’ or ‘Roland-Garros’
as it would eventually become, was started, with entrance only open to members of French
tennis clubs. This first event was won by a Briton, known only as ‘H. Briggs’. The event
would make up one quarter of the tennis ‘Majors’, or ‘Grand Slam’, when grouped together.

Back in London, a refreshed Lottie Dod won her third title, whilst Wilfred Baddeley
won his first singles with a win in the All-Comers final over Joshua Pim, as Willoughby
Hamilton did not defend his title in the Challenge Round. Baddeley then teamed up with
his younger brother Herbert to win the first of their four doubles trophies.

Average weather with rain once again an unfortunate and regular presence for the
tournament’s climax.

1892

Not much change was seen around the Grounds in 1892, although a scheduling change
meant that it was the first year in which all events were played concurrently.

On court Wilfred Baddeley won his second gentlemen’s singles title, beating Irishman
Joshua Pim, who had taken part in what was considered to be one of Wimbledon’s finest-
ever matches in the All Comers’ Final, beating Ernest Lewis in a match of the highest
quality watched by an excited crowd. In the ladies’ event, Lottie Dod won for an impressive
fourth time.

After a warm run-up to the event the weather became much cooler, remaining
changeable throughout.

1893

A reduction in the price of tickets for the stands did not avert a slight drop-off in sales,
although attendances remained at a generally healthy level. The Grounds continued to be
improved, for this year’s tournament a full repaint of the stands was taken on. Lottie Dod
won her fifth and final ladies’ title and Joshua Pim avenged his defeats in the previous two
finals to beat his former conqueror, Wilfred Baddeley, for his first title.

The weather was initially overcast, with blustery winds and occasional downpours, but
improved as the tournament went on.

1894

'The cosmetic appearance of the Grounds continued to improve, with new fencing and
shrubbery all over. Elsewhere, three new baths were added as well as the introduction of a
new-fangled ‘shower bath’. Blanche Hillyard won her third title in the ladies’ event while
in the gentlemen’s Joshua Pim once again proved too strong for Wilfred Baddeley in the
Challenge Round.

The weather was average throughout, with frequent showers in the evenings and
blustery winds affecting both Challenge Rounds.
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1895

Princess Stephanie of Austria and Prince Edmund Batthyany-Strattmann became the
first Royal visitors to Wimbledon, starting a tradition which would remain a part of The
Championships to the modern day. Whilst remaining
popular, the event was not actually growing and
the meeting was not an overall financial success,
declaring a loss of £33, or roughly £4,000 in
modern money.

After its effective introduction in 1885, a
brand-new, much larger court-covering tarpaulin
was introduced for Centre Court, sending the
old one into semi-retirement on the outside courts.
Gentlemen’s Singles Champion Wilfred Baddeley’s
medal displayed an early version of the Club’s crossed
rackets emblem. The ladies’ singles event was won by
Charlotte Cooper (later Charlotte Sterry) for the first
of her five triumphs.

The weather was fine, but blustery to start, getting much warmer, with the wind
remaining a nuisance.

1896

A new event was introduced, designed to give defeated players from the early rounds
something to compete for if it hadn’t quite gone to plan. The non-Championship event,
the All England Plate, was initially only for the gentlemen, and entry was reserved for
those eliminated from the first and second rounds of The Championships. It would run
until 1981. The inaugural event was won by Arthur Gore, and other illustrious winners in
its history would include Herbert Baddeley, Neale Fraser and Gordon Forbes. A women’s
event would start in 1933 and run until 1989.

After the financial loss and slight perceived drop in popularity from the previous year,
the exiled croquet players were invited to return to the Club, no doubt thankful for the
subscriptions once again. This croquet comeback would not last long but was appreciated in
an hour of need.

In a field of 31 entries, Irish-based Harold Mahony won his only gentlemen’s singles
title, whilst in the ladies’, Charlotte Cooper won her second from a field of just seven.

A very warm start, before breezier weather moved in, with rain by the end.

1897

'The starting date of the meeting was brought forward from July to June, as another field
of 31 battled for the gentlemen’s singles title, as opposed to just seven in the ladies’ singles
once again.

Tuesday 22 June was celebrated across the country, including a six-mile procession
through London, marking Queen Victoria’s Jubilee, with no play taking place that day — in
the first week — in recognition of the event. Reginald Doherty took the gentlemen’s singles
title, also winning the doubles with his younger brother, Laurence. The Doherty brothers
(Reginald, the taller, affectionately known as ‘Big Do’ to Laurence’s ‘Little Do’) picked up
and ran with the precedent set by the Renshaw twins, dominating the game and taking it
to a new, and international, audience. Their quiet manners and immaculate dress saw them
referred to as ‘the gentlemen of the courts’. Blanche Hillyard won her fourth title in the
ladies’ event.

A dull start on the weather front, before intermittent bursts of warm weather and
breezy, rain-threatened days.
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1898

A healthy field of 37 gentlemen was once again without some of the prominent Irish
players and the Baddeley brothers. In the Gentlemen’s Singles Challenge Round Reginald
Doherty beat his brother Laurence in a thrilling five-setter, although it was finished in
bad light and was twice interrupted by rain. In the ladies’a record field of 18 started, with
Charlotte Cooper Sterry winning the third of her five titles (she would also come runner-
up six times).

A slightly gloomy and damp summer in Britain, as seen throughout The Championships.

1899

After inviting the croquet players back to the club in 1896, it was decided to restore the
name of the Club to “The All England Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club’. A higher attendance
was registered than seen in the previous few years.

In the ladies’ singles, Blanche Hillyard won the fifth of her six titles (she would also be
the runner-up a whopping seven times) and Reginald Doherty won his third on the trot in
the gentlemen’s event.

It was not yet given championship status, but a ladies’ doubles event was added to the
growing programme.

Unremarkable London weather, with no reported rain interruptions.

1900

A fifth event was added to the growing schedule with the introduction of a (non-
Championship) mixed doubles competition. Following on from the men in 1884,
the ladies’ event became an international one with Marion Jones becoming the first
overseas competitor in the singles, as Blanche Hillyard won the last of her six titles. This
cosmopolitan field caught the attention of the public, as more visitors than ever poured
into the ground. Reginald Doherty was also starting to put together a bit of a run, as he
took home his fourth successive gentlemen’s singles title.

Rain repeatedly interrupted play at the start, improving throughout the week before a
return for the final matches.

1901

A new pavilion was built at a cost of £1,200 and proved a popular addition for the 25th
Championships. There were also sartorial changes, as the male players’ belts, braces and
blazers were fashionably twinned with long blanket coats to be worn to and from the
courts, known as ‘Owe-40s". On court, Arthur ‘Baby’ Gore won the first of his three titles at
the entirely grown-up age of 33, defeating Reginald Doherty, who had been going for his
fifth in succession. A record women’s entry field of 31 saw Charlotte Sterry win the fourth
of her five titles.

Changeable weather, with occasionally frustrating winds and bursts of heavy rain.

1902

It was one of the more curious years in Wimbledon’s history, in which a Challenge Round
was played twice. Muriel Robb started her ladies’ contest with Charlotte Cooper Sterry

on the Tuesday but the match was aborted at one set all (6-4 to Sterry, 13-11 to Robb) due
to thoroughly foul weather. Rather than continue at one set all the next day the decision
was made to start again on the Wednesday, this time Robb having a more comfortable ride,
with a straight sets win, 7-5, 6-1. In the gentlemen’s singles, 1898’s losing finalist Laurence
Doherty won his first title, in what would prove to be a five-year winning streak, something
he also achieved in the doubles alongside his brother Reginald in 1897.
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One of Wimbledon’s most iconic names, Slazenger,
became the official supplier of tennis balls to the

tournament. Slazenger had been founded by two

brothers, Ralph and Albert Slazenger, in 1881,

specialising in rubber sporting goods, most particularly

in golf and tennis. This would become the start of the

longest partnership in sporting goods history — still in
place to this day.

Wonderful weather at the start of the event gave way to
a more changeable end.

ZZF 1903
o It had been a common occurrence in the early days of the event but this
would be the last time that the four semi-finalists in the Gentlemen’s Singles
All Comers were all British; Sidney Smith, Major Ritchie, George Caridia and eventual
champion, Frank Riseley.

Olympic champion Laurence Doherty won the second of the five titles he won between
1902 and 1906 in front of a packed Centre Court crowd. Dorothea Douglass (later
‘Lambert Chambers’) was crowned Ladies’ Singles Champion.

Poor weather in the run-up did not bode well, but the sun shone and rain did not
interrupt as feared.

1904

Centre Court grew again, with the addition of a ‘D Stand’, able to hold 600 chairs. The
Grounds as a whole got a fresh look as each ‘outside’ court was surrounded by dark green
canvas, allowing the players to view the white balls more clearly. A special tournament
railway stop was erected, but the overall proximity to the tracks was not proving popular,
with both players and spectators complaining about their clothes being soiled by smoke
from the engines and difficulty in hearing the umpires’ announcements.

The year was also momentous for staging the only recorded occasion when a match was
decided by the toss of a coin. It took place in a fifth-round match between Frank Riseley
and Sidney Smith, locked at two sets all after a lengthy battle left them effectively tied at
26 games each. The reason given was that they were doubles partners and were worried they
were damaging their chances of winning that event if they played for too long. The luckier
of the two, Frank Riseley, battled on to reach the Gentlemen’s Challenge Round, which he
would lose against Laurence Doherty, watched by what was considered to be Wimbledon’s
largest-ever crowd. Dorothea Douglass was once again crowned Ladies’ Singles Champion.

It would be the last year that croquet was played on the lawns of Nursery Road and the
first time for Davis Cup matches.

Warm weather throughout with no reported rain delays.

1905

'The ladies’singles had its first winner from overseas, as May Sutton from the United States
beat Britain’s Dorothea Douglass in the Challenge Round. Sutton had actually been born in
Plymouth, only moving to California when she was six years old, but there she excelled at
tennis, winning the US Championships the year before at the age of 17, and she was also a
gifted basketball player. Laurence Doherty retained his gentleman’s singles title for a fourth
on the trot.

1905 was the year which saw the first Australasian Championships, which would one day
become the Australian Open. This would be the final event in the four-tournament series of
‘Majors’, which would now become known as the ‘Grand Slam’.
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Good weather to start was followed by a washout on the Friday with better weather
to finish.

1906

A sizeable investment was made in the enlargement of the stands around Centre Court,
paving the way for what was estimated to be a record attendance. The Royal visits
continued with Wimbledon welcoming the Grand Duchess Anastasie and Grand Duke
Michael of Russia to the tournament.

Reginald Doherty’s younger brother and losing finalist in 1898, Laurence, had quietly
been putting together quite a run, this year taking home the gentlemen’s singles trophy
for the fifth year on the trot, besting his brother’s winning streak by a year. The fraternal
Doherty partnership also landed their eighth gentlemen’s doubles title, a record still in
place today. They came to be seen as the first great international stars of lawn tennis —
boasting a career record of nine singles and eight doubles between them, plus four Davis
Cups as the leading lights of the Great Britain team. Laurence had also become the first
overseas player to win the US Championships in 1903. Dorothea Douglass was crowned
Ladies’ Singles Champion again.

Friday was once again a washout, with the rest of The Championships enjoying fairly
favourable weather.

1907

The latest in a line of Royal visits saw the nation’s very own Prince of Wales, and future
King George V, visiting The Championships along with his wife, the Princess of Wales —
the first attendance from the home nation’s monarchy. The momentous event was greeted
by a rare summer thunderstorm. On top of the visit, he also found time during the day to
accept the Presidency of the Club itself. Following on from May Sutton’s win in the ladies’
event in 1905, the first great Australian player, Norman Brookes, won the gentlemen’s
singles, from a whopping field of 84, becoming the first overseas man to achieve the feat,
as well as the first left-hander. Brookes was also a top-class cricketer, golfer and a highly
successful businessman. Sutton would also be the cause for raised eyebrows when, on the
way to her victory in the Challenge Round against Dorothea Chambers, she rolled up her
shirtsleeves, revealing her wrists. For the ladies, conventions were strict, with attire on a
tennis court similar to dress worn during the day.

'The ladies’ doubles non-Championship event was discontinued, remaining off the
schedule for the next five years.

Fine weather at the start and end, with rain interrupting in the middle period.

1908

It was a remarkable event for the fact that not one drop of rain fell from the first day, 22
June to the last, 3 July. Another remarkable achievement occurred in the ladies’singles
when the four-time winner, Great Britain’s Charlotte Sterry, took her fifth title at the age
of 37 years and 282 days — the oldest player to achieve this. The gentlemen’s event was won
once again by Arthur Gore.

'The fourth modern Olympics were held in Great Britain and the Wimbledon site was
chosen as the setting for the ‘outdoor’ lawn tennis event, one of 13 venues for an incredibly
lengthy games, which ran from 27 April to 31 October. In addition to the grass court lawn
tennis event there was also a ‘covered court’ event, held on wood at the Queen’s Club in
London. Britain won gold medals in both the ladies’ and gentlemen’s singles, both indoor
and outdoor. For the latter this was thanks to Dorothea Lambert Chambers (from a final
field of just five) and Major Ritchie, on the lawns of Wimbledon.

A dry and fine weather report throughout the tournament.
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1909
After the aridity of 1908, it was almost to be expected that 1909 should be one of the
wettest Wimbledons on record, leading to play being extended into a third week for the first
time in its history. Construction work had been going on all over the Grounds, with Centre
Court having both a new stand and, for the first time, a clock on display. Another sizable
aesthetic change saw the Club adopt its now ubiquitous colour scheme of green and purple
for the first time. Whilst the exact reason for the choice is not known for sure, these original
colours — blue, yellow, red and green — were almost identical to those of the Royal Marines
colours, necessitating a change. The romantics liked to believe that the choice was inspired
by “Wimbledon’s green and impurpled Hills”, a phrase used in a poem by William Blake,
who was known to reference south London and Surrey regularly in his work.

Another phrase destined to be associated with The Championships forever, ‘Order of Play’,
was first seen on the back of the programme, now available for sale in the Grounds. Not to
be outdone by the ladies of the previous year, 1909 also featured the oldest player to win the
singles title, when Arthur ‘Baby’— the nickname was becoming ridiculous — Gore, won the
last of his three titles at the tender age of 41 years and 182 days. He is still the oldest player to
achieve the feat. Britain’s Dora Boothby won her one and only ladies’ singles title.

1910

'The improvements to the Grounds continued swiftly with an extensive plan to pave and
concrete all the pathways. The year would also mark the first (and most certainly not the
last) time that the Gentlemen’s All Comer’s Singles would be contested by two overseas
players, New Zealand’s Anthony Wilding defeating America’s Beals Wright before edging
Great Britain’s Arthur Gore in the Challenge Round. In the ladies’ singles, Olympic
champion Dorothea Lambert Chambers won her fourth of seven.

Poor weather once again proved to be a problem for The Championships after a fine start,
with rain and windy conditions.

1911

The Grounds and court improvements continued, with an entire repaint on the stands
and Centre Court having a tent-like rain cover fitted, allowing water to run off into drains
running along the side of the court. The sight of this triangular construction raising up on its
winch would become synonymous with Wimbledon over the rainy days in years to come.

A tournament memorable for the excellent weather enjoyed during the entire second
week was also competitively red hot on the courts, as over 100 players entered the
gentlemen’s singles — a new record. The event was won again by the popular New Zealander
Anthony Wilding. The future world No.1 would prove to be his country’s only winner of a
Major title at the time of writing. Dorothea Lambert Chambers once again triumphed in
the ladies’ event.

Those in attendance on the second day also witnessed history in the making, as Great
Britain’s Harold Bache became the first recorded player to hit a double-handed shot — in
this case the backhand.

1912

'The suave fan-favourite Anthony Wilding once again triumphed in the gentlemen’s singles,
beating Britain’s Arthur Gore for the second time in the showpiece event. Gore had also
been serving as President of the Club for this and the previous year. In the ladies’ event
Dorothea Lambert Chambers did not defend her title, as badminton specialist Ethel
Larcombe beat five-time champion Charlotte Sterry.

Another wet Wimbledon, with rain on most days, leaving play well behind schedule and
a tournament finish carried over to the third Monday.
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1913

There had been drama even before the tournament started when, on a February night,
suffragettes attempted to set fire to the Centre Court stands. Fortunately, an alert night-
watchman spotted the intruders just in time, but this still led to increased security at the
tournament and delays as bags were searched.

Up until this point the meeting had been known as “The Championships’, but this was
the year that the title was amended to “The World’s Championships on Grass’— which
would last until 1923. The rather grandiose title had been bestowed on the tournament by
the newly-formed International Lawn Tennis Federation, and it was awarded to the British
Isles in perpetuity, in honour of services to the game over the years.

In the packed Grounds the crowds enjoyed near perfect weather, with a reported 10,000
people present on the second Friday alone, as fans jostled for tickets to the Gentlemen’s
Challenge Round, changing hands for over £7, or £800 in today’s climate. They witnessed
Anthony Wilding win an impressive fourth on the bounce. A special tram service also now
ran between Wimbledon station and the Grounds, as spectator numbers left the site often
‘packed to suffocation’.

On the courts the mixed
doubles and a newly revived
ladies’ doubles were upgraded
to Championship status, but
both events had finals which
were hampered by bad luck.

In the mixed doubles, Ethel
Larcombe was struck in the face
by a ball and forced to retire, an
injury which also prevented her
from defending her singles title
in the Challenge Round, which
was won for the sixth time by
Dorothea Lambert Chambers.

In the ladies’ doubles the eminent
Charlotte Sterry suffered a leg
injury and sadly could not complete
the match.

A tournament of perfect weather
was enjoyed by the large crowds.

1914

Major construction work to Centre Court’s stands, with a covered passageway underneath,
increased the court’s seating capacity from 2,300 to 3,500. Two residential houses adjacent
to the ground, on Worple Road, were purchased and converted into ladies’ dressing rooms
and a Club Office, with the two gardens converted to form part of the public tea lawn. The
lawns were the source of some controversy, as the price of a cup of tea and a piece of cake
was upped from five old pennies to six old pennies (just over £2 to just over £3). In the first
reported case of illegal advertising a balloon promoting a well-known Sunday newspaper
was seen hovering over the Grounds, much to the annoyance of competitors, and was
promptly removed.

Poor weather at the end of the meeting once again saw the conclusion being held over
to the third Monday, as Dorothea Lambert Chambers won the last of an incredible seven
singles titles and Norman Brookes the second of his two gentlemen’s. It would be the last
tournament for five years, as the world stood on the brink of war.
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1915-1918: The First World War Years

'The First World War ravaged Europe. Expenditure was strictly confined to items
necessary for the reasonable maintenance of the Grounds, as the Club was only able

to survive due to the generous donations of members and well-wishers. Many players
were lost in battle, including the extremely popular serial champion Anthony Wilding.
Wilding played first-class cricket and rugby union for Trinity College, Cambridge, and
competed in motorcycling events, but his finest achievements were in lawn tennis. The
New Zealander won four successive titles from 1910 to 1913 and lost in the 1914 final.
A much-loved player at Wimbledon, his appearances were marked by lengthy queues at
the ticket gates. On the outbreak of war, he was in the US preparing to play in the US
Championships but returned to England and joined the Royal Marines. He was killed
on the Western Front in 1915.

1919

The tournament took on its new format of ‘last week in June, first week in July’. The

first post-war event opened with a new stand to the side of No.4 Court, matched by an
unprecedented public demand for tickets. The Championships was once again attended by
the British Royal Family, as King George V and Queen Mary visited the Grounds twice.

Communication channels increased with a new style of programme, now printed on
paper rather than cardboard.

On court the field in the gentlemen’s singles event was extended to 128, but required a
stern statement from the Club’s Committee, saying that they reserved the right to refuse
entries of players whose standard of play did not, in their opinion, justify their inclusion.

In the ladies’ draw a young Parisian woman named Suzanne Lenglen triumphed, saving
two match points on her way to defeating serial champ Dorothea Lambert Chambers, in a
match considered to be the finest yet seen at The Championships. The elegant Ms Lenglen
would prove to be something of a regular winner herself, this being the first of the six singles
titles claimed by a woman known as tennis’ first ‘superstar’. Lenglen was an an uninhibited
trailblazer and cultural icon, who dressed like a fashion model and played tennis with joyful
abandon. It would be the first tournament in which all five Championships were won by
overseas players. The gentlemen’s singles was won by the Australian Gerald Patterson.

The familiar spectre of poor weather for the finals reappeared, meaning the meeting ran
over to the third Tuesday.

1920

Efforts to extend the boundaries of the Grounds at Nursery Lane proved fruitless, with the
space being bordered by the train tracks and adjoining properties not available to purchase.

An enterprise called the All England Ground Company Ltd was incorporated, which

then purchased a new plot in Wimbledon Park Road — a e 3
stretch which would later be known as Church Road. It o S
was seen as an audacious move at the time, amid forecasts £Jr— > =

that the venue would become a white elephant.

The Wimbledon crowd’s darling, Suzanne Lenglen,
became the first-ever player to win all three titles
— singles, doubles and mixed doubles — in the
same year.

In the Gentlemen’s event the similarly
iconic Bill Tilden of the United States
won the first of his three Wimbledon
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titles. Meanwhile, a selection committee was appointed to reduce the Gentlemen’s singles
to a manageable 128, from the 150 who entered.
Temperatures were average for the month, with little rain interruption.

1921

This last meeting to take place at the original site ended in the most fitting way, as the
iconic French player Suzanne Lenglen struck the final ball on the historic lawns of Centre
Court during the ladies’ doubles event. Having comfortably won the ladies’singles, Lenglen
matched this achievement in the doubles, the third year in succession that she would win
both titles. The gentlemen’s event was won again by Bill Tilden.

As well as being the last year at the old location, the move also marked the last year of
the Challenge Round system, in which the reigning champion would only play one match,
against the winner of the All Comers’ Event in the deciding match. The playing field
would now be levelled, with all players, including the champions, playing from the start of
the event.

On 9 September, around 1.5 miles due north, building work commenced on the new
Grounds in Wimbledon Park Road. The Centre Court was built with reinforced concrete,
using 3,000 tons of shingle, 1,700 tons of sand and 600 tons of cement. The seating alone
accounted for over 21 miles of wooden slats. A disc of white paper, just 20mm in diameter,
was placed on the turf to check that it could be viewed from every seat, guaranteeing
exceptional views for all. The position of the court and the roof also ensured that no shadow
would appear until 7pm. There would be 12 additional courts, an enormous tea lawn and
parking facilities for 400 cars. In the words of Club Secretary, George Hillyard: “Let us look
to it that we construct and equip our ground that it will immediately be recognised as the
finest, not only in England, but the world.”

1922

The new 13-acre ground at Wimbledon Park Road was opened at a cost of £140,000,

close to £8 million in today’s market. Capt. Stanley Peach designed the brand-new Centre
Court (which retained its name even if it no longer occupied a central position within the
Grounds), housing an impressive 9,989 seated and 3,600 standing up, which was scheduled
to open on the first day, 26 June, at 2.45pm, in the presence of King George V and Queen
Mary. Quite fittingly there was a short rain delay before, at 3.30pm, the King appeared in
the Royal Box, gave three blows on a gong and declared the new Grounds open.

After the tarpaulin was removed, at 3.45pm Great Britain’s Leslie Godfree served the
first ball to his compatriot, Algernon Kingscote, who netted the return. Godfree dashed
forward to pocket the ball as a memento of the historic occasion. Wet weather meant that
play was not possible on other courts that day, and the tournament itself was affected by rain
on every single day. The outside courts became a quagmire during the second week as the
event was forced to run over until the third Wednesday — the latest-ever finish.

Australia’s Gerald Patterson defeated Britain’s Randolph Lycett in the gentlemen’ singles
final, while the incredible Suzanne Lenglen took to the new arena with ease, winning her
fourth consecutive singles title and adding the doubles title again for good measure.

1923

For the previous year’s opening event there was only one ‘show court’— Centre Court

— and this year saw the addition of back-to-back courts, No.2 (with 1,900 seats) and

a smaller No.3 next door, using some of the wood taken from the stands at the old
Grounds. That old site was sold to the Wimbledon High School for girls, who still own
it — using it as playing fields — to this day, with the school still supplying Ball Girls for
'The Championships. This would be the last year that the events were referred to as the
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‘World’s Championships on Grass’, with the United States Lawn Tennis Association now
joining the International Lawn Tennis Federation.

A board was placed over the entrance to Centre Court, under which the players would
pass, bearing an inscription from Rudyard Kipling’s poem, If:

“If you can meet with triumph and disaster

And treat those two imposters just the same.”

Record-breaking Frenchwoman Suzanne Lenglen once again met triumph and no
disaster in both the ladies’singles and the doubles, the fifth time she would achieve this feat.
'The Gentlemen’s Singles Championship was won by the American Bill Johnston.

A largely fine fortnight, some days very hot, was enjoyed after a rainy start.

1924

A new showcourt — No.1 — was opened, situated on one side of Centre Court, with an
overall capacity of 3,250, taking the number of arenas in total to 16. The largely three-sided
stadium and architectural oddity would stay in place until 1996, when demolition started as
part of the Club’s ‘Long Term Plan’.

A much-loved Wimbledon tradition, the ballot, was introduced for Centre Court,
allowing all members of the public to a place in the draw for tickets. Other introductions
from 1924, which have lasted to the modern day, included a re-styled official programme,
with a cover, and the availability of seat cushions, making the wooden benches an altogether
more appealing prospect.

On court the introduction of a rudimentary form of ‘seeding’ for the first time, in which
four representatives of each nation were drawn into four different quarters of the draw,
was first used. It was every bit as complicated as it sounded. Britain’s Kitty Godfree took
advantage of Suzanne Lenglen withdrawing through injury at the semi-final stage to take
her first title, beating a young lady by the name of Helen Wills in the final. Frenchman Jean
Borotra beat his compatriot Rene Lacoste in the gentlemen’s final.

A gloriously fine fortnight of weather was enjoyed, with just two hours of rain to be
endured throughout.

1925

As the tournament’s popularity grew, and the number of entries increased, the need for a
Qualifying event became evident. The lawns had to be kept in pristine condition so it was
decided that the event would be held in Roehampton, three miles up the road, in the week
before the main events. Only the last eight survivors in the singles and the last four doubles
pairs made it through to the main draw.

On court the meeting went into to the third Monday as the gentlemen’s doubles was
held over, allowing two of the competitors, legendary French players Jean Borotra and
Rene Lacoste, to rest following their singles final, won by Lacoste. On that Monday the
two adversaries teamed up to triumph in a lengthy five-set doubles final. Their compatriot,
Suzanne Lenglen, returned to winning ways in her own inimitable style, once again
triumphant in both the singles (she dropped just five games in her five matches) and the
doubles for an incredible sixth time.

The first week was occasionally chilly, featured a very wet first Wednesday, before giving
way to fine weather for the rest of The Championships.

1926

Celebrating 50 years since the first tournament in 1877, the 1926 ‘Jubilee Championships’
saw improvements and alterations for players, public and officials. Centre Court was re-laid,
seats were added, drainage was improved and more entrances were put in place. A band
played on Centre Court, before ex-singles champions were presented to King George V and
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Queen Mary, with each receiving a silver commemorative medal. The Royal connection was
also seen on court, as the Duke of York, later King George VI, competed in the gentlemen’s
doubles event. The only Royal to compete in the tournament, he and his partner, Louis
Greig, were comfortably beaten in the first round by a doubles pairing with a healthy
combined age of 110.

The ladies’ events saw great controversy as a scheduling mix-up saw Suzanne Lenglen
arrive late for a second round match. The fact that Queen Mary was in attendance and had
been kept waiting caused the previously popular Frenchwoman to be booed the next day
when she played a mixed doubles match. She promptly withdrew from Wimbledon and
never played there again. Her record at The Championships was an astonishing one. In
winning 15 titles (six singles, six doubles and three mixed) Lenglen was victorious in 91 of
the 94 matches she contested. Lenglen’s only defeats were two in mixed doubles and one
in ladies’ doubles. In her absence, Britain’s Kitty Godfree once again triumphed in the
singles. The Gentlemen’s Singles Champion was Jean Borotra once again.

A thunderstorm on the first Thursday was the only meteorological blip in a
tournament of exceptionally fine weather.

1927 4
It would be one of the wettest Wimbledon meetings on record, as heavy :
rain swept the area, affecting play on most days, and causing a programme “"
extension to the third Tuesday. Despite tempestuous weather the tournament wﬁi
still enjoyed record crowds, with over 22,000 spectators present on the first i,
Saturday alone, setting up a new Grounds record. Queues formed outside the ¥
Grounds from 5am and over 2,000 disappointed fans were turned away.

Technological advances saw a public-address system used eir
from the umpire’s chair on Centre Court, as well as a first AD n?“-} I’J%f: |
radio broadcast taking place on the BBC. |;'1 r{ 5 [

On court, all five Championships were seeded for the first “ff || I fnaconcy
time and an additional Qualifying competition was held in the t"‘" i f~ # / “‘ T
north of England, for entrants from northern counties and Scotland. ' “ g idl Fﬁrz?
For the first time, all of the players left in the last eight of the gentlemen’s
singles were from overseas. An even more notable milestone, in a . 3||
sartorial sense, was reached in the ladies’ singles when South X <;) y‘ ’ﬂ“ \\?.\i"
Africa’s Ruth ‘Billie’ Tapscott became the first woman to play £ i j Y W
without wearing stockings. y e '

Henri Cochet won the gentlemen’s title, one member
of the so-called ‘Four Musketeers’ from France (with
Jean Borotra, Rene Lacoste and the doubles specialist
Jacques Brugnon). Brugnon aside, they
would capture every Gentlemen’s Singles
Championship from 1924 to 1929.In 3 =
the ladies’ event, one Helen Wills would L\,\"\ | !i{',‘-' vi_]
win the first title of what would prove to || 'I!\\J A L
be many. e

1928

A whole raft of changes was made to the structure of the Grounds, with gangways and
entrances, covers and staircases helping the space cope with an increasing public interest.
To that end, the queue (which would one day be known simply as “The Queue’) became

a more organised event, with barriers inside the fence in both Somerset and Church
Roads extended to enable the public to group in variously priced lines. Adjoining land was

iy
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purchased for use as car parks. During The Championships, the Frenchman Rene Lacoste
beat his fellow Musketeer Henri Cochet, and Helen Wills won her second title, as she
followed in the footsteps of her rival, Suzanne Lenglen.

Excellent weather was enjoyed throughout, barring rain on the first Tuesday.

1929

Prince George (later the Duke of Kent) became President of the Club, beginning a long
association with the Kent family. Again, more improvements were made, with a focus on
the facilities for spectators and easier movement within the jam-packed Grounds. Electric
scoreboards were installed for the first time on Centre Court, alongside electric clocks, and
two former hardcourts were converted into two more grass courts — Nos. 15 and 16.

On court Colin Gregory became the first Englishman to be seeded in the Gentlemen’s
Singles, at number eight, although he would be defeated by one of the many rising French
stars in the fourth round.

Henri Cochet defeated countryman Jean Borotra to claim his second title. In the
ladies’ singles, Helen Wills — the Californian nicknamed ‘Miss Poker Face’ by the media —
continued in her attempt to match the dazzling 1920s achievements of Suzanne Lenglen on
the lawns of Wimbledon, winning her third on the trot.

Aside from an afternoon’s play being curtailed due to rain, fine weather was largely
enjoyed throughout.

1930

_ 1929’s new electric scoreboards were not to last,
A replaced swiftly this year by much larger ones,
@ A%r(\ ‘ 7 /| \ € showing previous sets and games. Another
AN 1 ) 7 7%, new addition was added in the North Hall of
(R Centre Court, as ‘Martin’s Bank Ltd.” opened its
AP\ doors for business.
= On the grass America’s Wilmer Allison became
the first unseeded player to reach the final of the gentlemen’s
singles. In sartorial firsts, Britain’s Brame Hillyard became the
& first man to play wearing shorts — an event which took place on
No.10 Court. Helen Wills was now Helen Moody, but the result was
the same as she won the ladies’ singles,for a fourth year on the trot.
Bill Tilden won the third of his three titles, 10 years after his first, at the tender age
of 37. 1t would be his last Major victory before joining the newly formed professional tour.
Excellent weather was enjoyed throughout.

1931

More improvements were seen as the wrought iron Doherty Memorial gates, celebrating the
famous brothers, were erected at the south-east entrance of the Grounds. Elsewhere, the
Ball Boys were given a rest room, near to the Referee’s office, which must have been a
blessed relief.

On court it was a remarkable year, as there was no Gentlemen’s Singles final. America’s
Sidney Wood walked away with the trophy after his compatriot and good friend Frank
Shields withdrew with an ankle injury, sustained in defeating Jean Borotra in the semi-final.
It would be the only time in tennis history that a Major final would be won by default.
Wood had beaten a promising English 22-year-old called Fred Perry in four sets in the
semi-finals. It would not be the last we would hear of the latter. The ladies’ singles final was
an all-German affair with Cilly Aussem beating Hilde Krahwinkel.

Incredibly, during a largely wet summer, no rain affected the tournament at all.
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1932
Another new stand popped up on the side of No.2 Court, the third of the so-called ‘show

courts’. For the first time the admission to the Grounds was reduced after 5pm, creating a
kind of evening session that soon proved extremely handy for those coming straight from
either work or school.

The Ball Boys were now all dressed in a new uniform of grey shirt, long grey trousers and
grey felt hat.

In the ladies’singles world No.1 Helen Moody beat fellow American Helen Jacobs in the
final. Californian Ellsworth Vines took the gentlemen’s crown on his debut in the event, at
the age of 21, comfortably defeating Britain’s Bunny Austin.

A spot of rain on the second Thursday was the only blip in a tournament of otherwise
fine weather.

1933

Another year of development, with a standing area added on No.1 Court, a tea bar, new
turnstiles and car parking now able to accommodate 2,000 vehicles. With an increasing
number of foreign visitors attending, an interpreter was positioned outside Centre Court to
assist them. The international feel was seen on court as well, with players from 27 countries
taking part in the meeting. There was also a sartorial milestone when Britain’s Bunny
Austin became the first man to play on the Centre Court wearing shorts — first seen on his
countryman, Brame Hillyard, in 1930, but then on an outside court.

The first All England Ladies’ Plate was held, with players losing in the first two rounds
qualifying automatically.

A fascinating — considered to be one of the greatest — gentlemen’s singles finals saw
Australian, ‘Gentleman’ Jack Crawford, already holder of the Australian and the French
titles, add the Wimbledon crown to his collection in a fascinating five-set battle with
Ellsworth Vines. The victor would come within one match of the fabled ‘Grand Slam’ weeks
later when he reached the final of US Open, only to lose to Britain’s Fred Perry in another
five-setter. The ladies’ title was claimed by Helen Moody for the sixth time.

Hot weather throughout the entire Fortnight.

1934

It was a sickly tournament for the players as a virus, which became known as

the “‘Wimbledon Throat’, spread through the locker rooms, causing w1despread \

retirements. A new concrete stand was built between Courts No.2 and No.3,
taking the capacity from 200 to a whopping 1,900. In administrative news, /
'The All England Lawn Tennis Club and the Lawn Tennis Association
(LTA) signed an agreement establishing the running of the tournament
by a Joint Championship Committee, with the surplus takings each year
going to the LTA. In addition, half the shares in the company which
owned the Church Road site were also given to the LTA.
One of the tournament’s most recognised partnerships began when

Robinson’s Lemon Barley Water was made available to players on Centre 4 AR{@‘"

- %Wfl
!

and No.1 Court. The refreshing drink was created exclusively for The E =5 WATER
.“

:_JQ.Q

Championships, made of British barley and lemon juice, and it would 1 (e M or

soon become a national favourite in households all over the country. .
Britain's Eileen Fearnley Whittingstall made sure that it wasn't just \\,,”

the gents who were having all the fun in shorts, becoming the first lady to

play on the Centre Court in a pair. The British success story continued as ’\

Dorothy Round and Fred Perry won the ladies and gentlemens singles

titles respectively, the first British double triumph since 1909. @ s ’
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Huge crowds had endured an all-night wait to see Perry in his first singles final, as prices
were not excessive and a ground pass enabled the first 2,000 to secure a place in the free
standing area on the Centre Court.

Fine weather was enjoyed throughout the tournament.

1935

The South Stand of Centre Court was enhanced by a long balcony, giving excellent views
across all of the outside courts. Extra seating, tunnels, restaurants, lounges and bars were all
added to the increasingly well-provided Grounds. For the players, a new restaurant was also
built above the Referee’s office.

On court Fred Perry triumphed again, beating Gottfried von Cramm (struggling with
a leg injury) then teamed up with his compatriot, and the previous year’s Ladies’ Singles
Champion, Dorothy Round to scoop the mixed doubles title as well.

Helen Wills Moody won her seventh title, with her victim being a fellow Californian,
and frequent victim, Helen Jacobs. Jacobs did win it in 1936 when, with Wills Moody
absent (she played no singles tournaments in 1936 or 1937, when she ‘travelled extensively’),
she won her only Wimbledon title.

Glorious weather was enjoyed throughout, apart from a terrific storm on the first
Tuesday, just as play was about to start, which transformed courts into lakes and prevented
play until late afternoon.

1936

Fred Perry won Wimbledon for the third time, beating von Cramm for the second year in
succession as he completed a hat-trick in successive years. His impressive feat was partly
attributed to his exceptional fitness, no doubt helped by his regular training sessions with
the Arsenal football team. The British public didn’t know it then, but the wait for the next
one would go on for a while — 77 years to be precise. It would also be the last on-court
appearance for the popular Perry at SW19, as he would turn professional at the end of the
season, making him ineligible for future Championships. The Ladies’ Singles Champion was
finally Helen Jacobs, who had been runner-up on four previous occasions.

Lovely weather was enjoyed at the start, before rainfall on several days, including heavy
downpours on the first Friday.

1937

In August 1936, Movietone News commentator Leslie Mitchell had presented the
introductory BBC television programme to the British public with the words:
“It is with great pleasure that I introduce you to the magic of television.”
Less than a year later matches from Wimbledon (in the latter stages)
were televised on the BBC for the first time, limited to Centre
Court, with just two cameras — one for close-ups and one
for the overall court view. Coverage was limited to half
an hour each day and it only reached an audience of
a few thousand within a 40-mile radius of the BBC’s
transmitters in north London. The first match to
be covered was between Bunny Austin and George
Lyttleton-Rogers. The next day Zbe Daily Telegraph
reported: “You could observe every movement of
the players and even the passage of the marks of the
lawnmower over the grass were distinctly visible.”

On court the American Donald Budge became
the first man to win all three titles he could enter,

o
O
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matching Suzanne Lenglen’s achievement from 1920. In the gentlemen’s singles he beat the
unfortunate German, Gottfried von Cramm, who lost in the final for the third successive
year — a record in itself.

Britain’s Dorothy Round, who had become known for her staunch religious beliefs when
refusing to play on a Sunday at the French Open, won her second title to go with her first
in 1934.

Largely good weather was enjoyed throughout, with only one day interrupted by rain.

1938

After Donald Budge’s clean sweep in the previous year the Americans were once again the
dominant force, winning all five titles. Budge himself repeated his hat-trick and, having
already won the Australian and French Championships, would win the US Championships
in the late summer. He beat Britain’s Bunny Austin in the final, the second time the
Cambridge graduate had come within just a match of the title, after his first defeat in the
1932 showpiece.

The ladies’ singles was won by Helen Wills Moody for the last time, making an
incredible total of eight victories spanning 11 years. It would remain a women’s record until
Martina Navratilova eclipsed it in 1990.

A fine first week was followed by a problematic second, as gusty winds and rain led to
frequent interruptions.

1939

HM Queen Mary attended on the first and second days, as 70 overseas players battled it
out in the draw. The inclement weather led to slippery courts, but it also proved to be a
great leveller. It was to be another year of USA dominance as American players again took
home all five trophies, competing against each other in the five all-American finals. The
21-year-old Bobby Riggs celebrated a first, and only, appearance at Wimbledon by winning
the singles and the doubles, and then teaming up with Ladies’ Singles and Doubles
Champion Alice Marble to take the mixed doubles title as well.

The Fortnight was dogged by wind and rain, most particularly seen on the first
Wednesday and the second Thursday.

1940-1945: The Second World War Years
The Championships did not take place during the Second World War, when the Club just
about managed to remain open, despite the absence of many staff members, led by Acting
Secretary Norah Cleather. The Grounds were used for a variety of civil defence and military
functions such as fire and ambulance services, the Home Guard and a decontamination
unit. Windows were painted black and boarded up. There was even a small farmyard on the
site of the old car parks, where some of the land was ploughed to grow crops. Pigs, hens,
ducks, geese, rabbits and a donkey were raised there to provide food.

Over 1,000 bombs fells on Wimbledon during the six years of war, destroying
over 14,000 homes, with 16 hitting the Grounds. On the night of Friday 11 October
1940, five 500-pound bombs struck the area; one striking the Centre Court roof, one
demolishing the tool house, one striking Church Road and two hitting the Wimbledon
Park Golf Course, creating a couple of sizable new bunkers. The damage to the Centre
Court would lead to the loss of around 1,200 seats for the first three meetings after the
war. By the summer of 1945 the Grounds were back in use for the purpose of playing
tennis, with various tournaments involving servicemen taking place and their finals being

held on No.1 Court.
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1946

'The Championships returned after seven
years, with players from 23 nations competing.
For economic reasons, very little work had
been done to the Grounds, with building
restrictions imposed by the Ministry of
Works. Service personnel were used as
Stewards for the first time, a tradition which
has lasted to this day, and Ball Boys were now
provided by Dr. Barnardo’s Homes for the first .
time, having previously been supplied by the Shaftesbury Homes.

The break had not affected the popularity of the event, with London Transport
announcing a marked increase in passengers travelling by bus from the nearby train
and underground stations. It would be one of only two years (the other in 1947) when
Wimbledon was held before Roland-Garros.

The Gentlemen’s Singles Champion from 1939, Bobby Riggs, had since turned
professional so did not defend his title, which was claimed by Yvon Petra, who would also be
the last player to compete regularly in long trousers. The ladies’ event was won by America’s
Pauline Betz.

A blisstul fortnight of weather was enjoyed on the tournament’s return.

1947

A record-breaking year kicked off with a bang, as over 20,000 spectators crammed in on the
opening day. The first Saturday would see that number go up even further, breaking another
record for the event, with 30,000 inside the Grounds. In a year of firsts, American Jack
Kramer became the first Gentlemen’s Singles Champion to wear shorts, receiving the trophy
from King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.

The first boys’ singles event was staged, won by Denmark’s Kurt Nielsen, who would
reach the gentlemen’s final twice in the 1950s. America’s Margaret Osborne won the ladies’
title. The inaugural girls’singles event would take place the following year.

It was a tournament of mixed weather, including torrential rain on the first Friday, which
caused severe flooding.

1948

Records continued to be smashed, this time on the first Saturday as 33,000 were admitted
to the Grounds. Debentures were sold, allowing the Club to carry out considerable repairs,
rectifying wartime bomb damage. These ticket packages have continued to be issued to the
public to this day.

Action on court was largely memorable for the fact that Louise Brough won the “Triple
Crown’ — the ladies’ singles, the ladies’ doubles and the mixed doubles. The gentlemen’s
singles event was won by America’s Bob Falkenburg.

The Games of the XIVth Olympiad took place in London weeks after the end of The
Championships. Tennis would not feature in the calendar of events, having been dropped
after 1924 due to political wrangling between governing bodies. The sport would not return
as a full medal event until 1988.

Rain delayed the start of The Championships but the weather rapidly improved.

1949

An event which was then viewed as “The Greatest Wimbledon' kicked off with a bang as
25,000 attended on the opening day. After post-war renovation work had finally started,
with building restrictions lifted, Centre Court had been restored to its former capacity, and
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glory, with seats also being added to other areas of the stands. Lines Women officiated on
the Centre Court for the first time.

'The Gentlemen’s Singles Champion, America’s pipe-smoking ‘Lucky’ Ted Schroeder,
became the first champion to be presented with his trophy on Centre Court. You couldn’t
say he didn't deserve it, the top seed battled through five-set matches in four of the rounds,
losing a total of eight sets, a record which stood for 36 years. In the final, which obviously
went to five sets, he defeated the popular Czechoslovakian Jaroslav Drobny. He was also
a runner-up in the doubles, no doubt exhausted by his efforts throughout the rest of the
Fortnight. Incredibly, it would be the only time he would play in The Championships.

In the ladies’ event Louise Brough achieved the remarkable feat of playing in 117 games
in one 24-hour period, as she completed three matches on the final day, winning her second
singles and doubles double header.

Brilliant sunshine was enjoyed for the whole meeting.

1950

The South Stand of the No.1 Court was extended to accommodate a new Competitors’
Lounge and roof garden.

On court it was considered to be one of the most open Wimbledon tournaments, with a
particularly strong field in the ladies’ event, most notably from the all-conquering Americans.
Louise Brough demonstrated this by taking home the ladies’ singles and doubles titles
for an impressive third year on the trot in front of Queen Mary and the Duchess of Kent in

the Royal Box. Her subsequent victory in the mixed doubles also gave her a second “Triple
Crown’, marking her out as defining player of her generation. In the gentlemen’s singles, her
compatriot Budge Patty beat Frank Sedgman for his second Major of 1950.

The excellent weather was spoilt only by rain until late afternoon on the second Monday.

1951

Players from 34 nations competed in the 65th staging of The Championships, which also
threw up a couple of lesser-known winners. In the ladies’ event the defending champion
Louise Brough could not repeat her success, as Doris Hart won her one and only
Wimbledon. She also won the doubles and the mixed doubles, having three years previously
lost in all three finals. A few years later she took her place as one of the few players to win
a ‘Career Grand Slam’ in singles, and is also one of only three players, all women, who won
Majors at every possible event (singles, doubles, mixed doubles) at every single Grand Slam
event. In the gentlemen’s singles the American Dick Savitt won his second Major of the
year, having already bagged the Australian title.

Rain on the second afternoon was the only interruption to the fine weather.

1952

Representing the growth of the medium, a television interview room was constructed within
the Centre Court complex.

For the first time the top eight seeds in the gentlemen’s and ladies’ singles reached their
appointed places in the quarter finals.

'The ladies’ event saw a first win for the American Maureen Connolly, who won her debut
title at the youthful age of 17, defeating the reigning champion Louise Brough in the final.
She had won the US Open the previous year at the age of just 16, earning her the nickname
‘Little Mo

Frank Sedgman, who had won the gentlemen’s doubles Grand Slam the previous year,
took his one and only Gentlemen Singles’ Championship title.

Rain completely washed out play on the second Thursday after an opening period of
extreme heat.
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1953: The Coronation Championships

In June over 7,000 spectators were admitted to the Grounds for free to watch matches
played on No.1 and No.2 Courts between the Club and a team representing the Queen’s
Club and the International Club of Great Britain, to commemorate the Coronation.

Further celebrations for The Championships saw the balustrades of the Centre Court
decorated with the crests of the LTA and The All England Lawn Tennis Club and the
stadium being floodlit in the late evening.

Maureen ‘Little Mo’ Connolly, now coached by legendary Australian Harry Hopman,
retained her title, which would become part of her incredible
achievement in winning the Grand Slam, only the second player,
after Donald Budge in 1938, to reach this pinnacle. The Gentlemen’s
Singles Champion was the American Vic Seixas. The
gentlemen’s singles proved especially memorable for a third

round match between Jaroslav Drobny and the American
Budge Patty, which eventually finished at 9.15pm.
Drobny came through as victor 8-6, 16-18, 3-6, 8-6, 12-
10 — a total of 93 games — a record in a singles match at
Wimbledon at that time. To mark this outstanding occasion
both players were presented with inscribed cigarette cases by
Wimbledon’s Management Committee. The tobacco-based gifts
did not stop there as every single competitor received an ash-tray
bearing a medallion commemorating the Coronation.
» A very hot first week was followed by much cooler weather,
with some rain on the second Wednesday.

1954

Boxes were provided at the exits from the Centre Court and No.1 Court to enable
departing spectators to leave partly unused tickets for resale at a reduced price, in aid of
the National Playing Fields Association. It is a tradition which has lived on, with various
different charities benefiting over the years.

The ladies’ singles was another thrilling affair as Maureen Connolly once again proved
too hot to handle for her vastly experienced compatriot Louise Brough in the final. Her
achievement would soon be overshadowed by an accident later that summer when the
young Texan suffered a broken leg in a horse-riding accident, which would end her career.
Connolly tragically died from cancer 15 years later, at the age of just 34.

In the gentlemen’s singles the previous year’s marathon man, Jaroslav Drobny,
triumphed, beating the young up-and-coming Australian Ken Rosewall in the final.

A dry first week was broken when rain washed out the first Friday, followed by a mixed
second week.

1955

A considerable sum of £100,000 (almost £3 million in today’s money) was spent on
maintenance and improvements at the Grounds. The most spectacular innovation was the
extension of the West Open Stand structure of No.1 Court, which provided a further 900
seats and considerable standing room. Underneath the extension three new restaurants
were provided for the use of Officials, Umpires, Stewards and Club staff. Every seat in the
Centre Court was modified by the provision of a curved back rest made of plastic.

The whole of the Centre Court structure was re-cemented, waterproofed and re-sprayed
green. This entailed laying back the Boston Ivy creeper on special scaffolding away from the
walls while the work was in progress, with over 3,500 nails later used to secure the creeper.

A new procedure in the issue of balls for the matches came into operation. Instead of
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new balls being provided at the beginning of each set, they were changed after the first
seven games and each subsequent nine games, another rule which has stayed in place to
this day.

The Americans once again reigned on court, with Tony Trabert and Louise Brough
taking home the respective singles trophies. Ms Brough beat the only ever ambidextrous
finalist, Beverly Baker Fleitz.

The only rain of the event came on the second Wednesday, when a great downpour
interrupted play and caused some minor flooding. Sunshine was resumed for the rest of
the Fortnight.

1956

In the year that Independent Television first started its transmission from Wimbledon, one
of the great gentlemen’s singles finals took place as the increasingly dominant Australians
marked their arrival on the world scene. Young Antipodeans Lew Hoad and Ken Rosewall
had been nicknamed “The Tennis Twins’ when first arriving at Wimbledon on 1952,
winning the doubles event in 1953, and repeated the trick this year. Fate was to lead them
towards this, their one and only Wimbledon singles final, which proved to be a classic.
Hoad came through in four sets for the first of his two titles, but Rosewall would never
manage to take the trophy home. The popular Australian would win eight other Majors
and reach the Wimbledon final on four occasions across 20 years.

America’s Shirley Fry won the ladies’ title, to complete her set of all four Majors —
although not in the same calendar year.

Changeable weather, with some rain during the second week.

1957

Queen Elizabeth II attended The Championships for the first time and presented the
ladies’ singles and the gentlemen’s doubles trophies on court. The American Althea Gibson
was the recipient of the ladies’ singles at only her second attempt, the first black player of
either sex to win the title, having the year previously become the first black player to win

a Major title, at Roland-Garros. Gibson also won the doubles and was runner-up in the
mixed doubles. At the Wimbledon Ball at the end of The Championships, Althea sang
Billie Holiday’s I Can’t Give You Anything But Love to the crowd. The gentlemen’s title was
won once again by Lew Hoad.

During the gentlemen’s doubles final Helen Jarvis of Croydon invaded the Centre
Court, shouting and waving a banner in her campaign for a new world banking system,
called the ‘Life, Love, and Sex Appeal Party’. The message on the banner, rather
confusingly, began with the words, “God Save Our Queen”. The intruder showed great
respect in sporting a white hat and flat white shoes so as not to damage the grass as she
made her way to the centre of the court before being escorted away by the Referee and a
policeman. The Queen watched the incident unfold from the Royal Box.

An opening day of rain and cold weather looked ominous before brilliant sunshine and
high temperatures took over for the rest of the Championships.

1958

Various improvements were carried out, including the construction of an LTA office,
modernisation of the ladies’ dressing rooms and the building of the competitors’ lounge and
even a ‘writing room’. Approximately one third of the Centre Court roof was renewed.

In a rather wet fortnight the Gentlemen’s Singles semi-finals were split between the
Centre Court and No.1 Court for the first time. The event was once again dominated by
the Australians, Neale Fraser and Ashely Cooper battling it out in a four-set final, won
by Cooper in the year in which he would also win the Australian and US Opens, narrowly
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missing out on the Grand Slam when losing in the semi-finals of the French Open. Althea
Gibson retained her title, beating Britain’s Angela Mortimer in the final.

One of the wettest first weeks on record, before improvements saw the tournament finish
on time.

1959

Much work was carried out on the Centre Court, including the completion of major work
on the roof. An early version of a Wimbledon shop opened when a permanent book and
photographic stall were built and situated in the Centre Court complex.

The Club made a first proposal to the LTA to make the Championships ‘open’ to all
players, in the interests of lawn tennis. A vote on the subject the following year narrowly
failed to be passed at a meeting of the International Lawn Tennis Federation.

In the Gentlemen’s event a man called Rodney ‘Rod’ Laver made his first appearance in
a final, losing to the American Alex Olmedo. The ladies’ event was won for the first time by
Maria Bueno.

A strike unfortunately prevented the daily order of play and results of matches being
printed in the programme.

Steady rain on the first Wednesday was the only interruption to otherwise lovely weather.

1960

On the first Saturday Jan Lehane of Australia became the first female player at The
Championships to hit a double-handed shot — the backhand. Brazil’s popular Maria Bueno
would go on to win the second of her three titles, beating South Africa’s Sandra Reynolds.
In the gentlemen’s event Rod Laver once again lost in the final, this time to compatriot
Neale Fraser.

The Club Croquet Championship was revived after a lapse of 56 years, an event which
would be dominated by Bernard Neal — the former tennis player Neal would soon bring
a new meaning to the phrase ‘serial winner’. The Englishman would lift the trophy on no
fewer than 37 occasions between 1963 and 2002, before adding one more for good measure
after that.

Three days of glorious sunshine to open, followed by many days interrupted by rain.

1961: The 75th Championship Meeting

The occasion was celebrated when the Club’s President, Princess Marina (later the Duchess
of Kent), chaired a lunch to celebrate 38 past and present champions. The distinguished
gathering included 10 Gentlemen’s Singles Champions and the four living British Ladies’
Singles Champions, headed by Charlotte Sterry, who won her first singles title in 1895.

For the first time since 1914 two British players competed in the ladies’ singles final,
Angela Mortimer defeating Christine Truman to become the first British woman to hold
the trophy aloft since 1937.

In the gentlemen’s event Rod Laver finally won the Gentlemen’s Singles Championship,
having lost the previous two Wimbledon finals, beating Chuck McKinley in straight sets.

On the meteorological front, a period of extremely hot weather was enjoyed after a
slightly damp start.

1962

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth attended the tournament on the second Friday and presented
the trophy to the Gentlemen’s Singles Champion — the increasingly dominant Rod Laver —
on court.

Months later he would add the US Open title which, having already won the other three
Majors in the calendar year, would bring him the fabled ‘Grand Slam’. Incredibly it would not
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be the last time he would achieve this. The ladies’ event was won by America’s Karen Susman,
for her one and only Major singles title. It was also the first occasion when the Umpires of
both singles finals were presented on court, another tradition which has lasted to this day.
There were plenty more structural changes, with a new press and television room and
seating increased on No.1 Court.
Largely dull weather with occasional rain throughout the second week.

1963

For the first time regulations laid down that competitors must be dressed ‘predominantly
in white’ throughout. This would be taken a step further in 1995 when redefined as ‘almost
entirely in white’.

Defending champion Rod Laver was ineligible to compete as he had turned professional,
leaving Chuck McKinley to take his one and only Major title. The ladies’ event was won
by Margaret Court, beating Billie Jean Moffitt (later King) and marking the latter’s first
appearance in a Wimbledon final.

A meeting which was generally cold, miserable and wet. Rain completely washed out play
on the last Saturday, so the four finals were all delayed until the following Monday.

1964

A huge order-of-play and results board was constructed over the tunnel entrance to the
stands, allowing spectators to check out all the action at a glance. New entrances were
provided into the Centre Court standing area.

The day of a first round match between South Africa’s Abe Segal and American Clark
Graebner went down in history. The match took place on a hot and sunny afternoon, just
after the annual umpires and line judges Championships’ cocktail party. Play was held up
when one of the Line Judges, Dorothy Cavis Brown, was thought to have fallen asleep. A
Ball Boy unsuccessfully attempted to wake her up, leaving Segal to walk over and tap her on
the shoulder. It worked, Segal won the match and Mrs. Cavis Brown was given a few days
off from her duties.

For the first time a military band was engaged from noon onwards to entertain early
arrivals to the Centre Court on both the finals days, with the balletic Maria Bueno winning
her third and final ladies’singles title against her great rival, the outstandingly athletic
Margaret Court. Roy Emerson won the first of his two gentlemen’s trophies.

It was a fortnight of fine weather with the exception of rain on the second day and
showers on the second Friday.

1965

Members of the London Fire Brigade were used as Stewards in the Grounds for the first
time. Poor weather and the resulting slippery conditions led to interruptions and lower
attendances in the first week. Roy Emerson successfully defended his trophy, beating his
fellow countryman Fred Stolle for the second year on the trot. Margaret Smith (later Court)
beat defending champion Maria Bueno in the ladies’ event. It was another all-Australian
affair in the gentlemen’s doubles with John Newcombe and Tony Roche defeating Ken
Fletcher and Bob Hewitt. Fletcher then teamed up with Margaret Court to take the mixed
doubles, against yet another Australian pairing, Tony Roche and Judy Tegart.

A wet first week gave way to splendid weather in the second.

1966

After this year the Northern Qualifying competition in Manchester was folded into the
Southern meeting, meaning all qualifying events would be held together at the Bank of
England Sports Ground in Roehampton, the week before the main event.
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Eugene Scott of the United States and Nikki Pilic of Yugoslavia defeated Cliff Richey
of the United States and Torben Ulrich of Denmark in a record first round gentlemen’s
doubles match of 98 games.

On the third day, Australian Gail Sherriff defeated her younger sister Carol in the second
round of the ladies’ singles on No.14 Court, 8-10, 6-3, 6-3, to record only the second occasion
two sisters had ever met in the event. Billie Jean King went on to win her first ladies’ singles
title, defeating Maria Bueno in the final, as Spain’s Manuel Santana won the gentlemen’s title.
Santana had allegedly shown his lack of enthusiasm for the surface before the event when
becoming the first player to be attributed with saying that “grass is for cows”.

An unsettled opening period experienced rain most days before a largely dry second week.

1967

In February, Barkers Sports Ground — to the north of the Club — was purchased by the
All England Lawn Tennis Ground Ltd for £150,000 (the equivalent of £2.7 million now).
'The space was then let to the London New Zealand Sports & Social Club and would later
be known as ‘Aorangi Park’, with Aorangi (‘Cloud in the Sky’) being the Maori name for
Mount Cook, New Zealand’s highest mountain.

The very first colour television transmission in this country took place on the first
Saturday, when BBC2 showed a four-and-a-half-hour programme from the Centre Court,
commencing at 2pm. The first match shown was South Africa’s Cliff Drysdale versus
Britain’s Roger Taylor, with further transmissions in colour being made each afternoon of
the following week, and a highlights programme shown each evening.

It would prove to be a bumper tournament, with a record 301,896 spectators attending
The Championships over the two weeks.

A first major ‘professional tennis’ event, The Wimbledon World Professional
Championships, took place in August, sponsored by the BBC to mark the introduction of
colour television. They were staged on the Centre Court over three days, with eight players
competing for total prize money of £12,500. Rod Laver beat his fellow Australian Ken
Rosewall in the final of an event which would have a major effect on the campaign for ‘open
tennis’. In December the Annual General Meeting of the LTA voted overwhelmingly to
abolish the distinction between amateur and professional players.

In the autumn the Grounds were used to film part of the movie Nobody Runs Forever,
which starred Rod Taylor, Christopher Plummer and Lili Palmer.

Excellent weather for the Fortnight after a damp first day.

1968

'The International Lawn Tennis Federation yielded to pressure
and allowed each nation to determine its own rules
regarding amateur and professional players. This
signified the start of the period known as —_—
‘Open Tennis’ and making it the first time The 7~
Championships was open to all categories of - 0 x Nb ora
players, including professionals, with prize -t-{ e 0 j
money on offer. The tournament was the
second Major to do this after Roland-Garros —_—
a few weeks before. Prize money available
totalled £26,150 (the equivalent of about £450,000 in today’s market), although only about
half of it was actually paid, as the amateurs competing could obviously not receive their
allocated winnings.

'The attendance was down by 24,000 owing to a rail ‘go-slow’, industrial action from the
Union of Railwaymen, which worsened as the days passed and caused chaos across the nation.
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The American Herb Fitzgibbon defeated the Yugoslavian Nikola Pilic in the gentlemen’s
singles first round, becoming the first amateur to overcome a professional at the tournament.
In the Ladies’ Championships Billie Jean King won the title for the third year running.

Independent Television (ITV) covered The Championships for the last time.

The first week was one of the wettest on record with an enormous backlog of matches.
However, a dramatic change in the weather combined with a 1pm start on three days
enabled The Championships to miraculously finish on time.

1969

Ball Boys were now provided by local schools, in a tradition which has lasted through to the
modern day.

The second week’s play was reorganised so that the finals of the ladies’ singles and
gentlemen’s doubles were played on the Friday and the finals of the gentlemen’s singles,
ladies’ doubles and mixed doubles were played on the Saturday. This practice continued until
Sunday play began in 1982.

America’s Richard ‘Pancho’ Gonzales and compatriot Charlie Pasarell contested a high-
quality first round gentlemen’s singles match of 112 games — an all-time record at that point,
which spanned two days, lasting five hours and 12 minutes. Gonzalez, at 41 years old a
healthy 16 years older than his opponent, came from two sets to love down to win 11-9 in
the fifth.

Britain’s Ann Jones won the ladies’ title, becoming the first left-handed female to do so.
Rod Laver of Australia won the gentlemen’s singles for the fourth time, two months before
his win in the US Open brought him the ‘Grand Slam’ for the second time, the only player
to ever achieve this feat.

A complete washout of the first day was followed by near perfect weather for the rest of
the Fortnight.

1970

Several alterations were carried out, including a new press restaurant, radio commentary
boxes on the Centre Court, new roofing on No.1 Court stands and work on No.2 Court
providing standing room for 1,000 people.

'The Ladies’ final was a nail-biter, as Margaret Court defeated Billie Jean King in two
lengthy sets for her 19th Grand Slam win and her third and final Wimbledon. It was
televised in colour and described by commentator John Barrett as “one of the most dramatic
finals ever seen at Wimbledon”. In the gentlemen’s event John Newcombe won his second
title, in front of a crowd rooting for his opponent, when he overcame Ken Rosewall in the
final. The elegant Rosewall was much loved by the fans, partly as he had yet to win the
singles title, and this marked his third appearance in the final, 16 years after his first.

A sunny first week was followed by cold, windswept and rainy weather.

1971

In the Grounds the development continued apace, as the Club entrance hall, staircase and
landing were redesigned, a police office was established and No.2 and No.3 Courts both
received a general overhaul.

On court, the tie-break system was adopted to operate when the score reached 8-all in
any set except in the third or fifth set of a three-set or five-set match respectively.

John Newcombe successfully defended his title, this time beating Stan Smith in a five-set
final, which would prove to be his last win. In a ladies’singles final seen as marking the start
of one era, and the end of another one, Evonne Goolagong beat her compatriot Margaret
Court for her first trophy, giving the Australians a double triumph once again.

A generally fine Fortnight, but at times chilly, with blustery winds.
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1972

A dispute between the International Lawn Tennis Federation and World Championship
Tennis (WCT) led to the governing body banning a number of ‘contract professionals’ from
official tournaments, preventing some leading gentlemen players from competing at The
Championships. Reigning champion John Newcombe was in this group, as were Arthur
Ashe, Rod Laver and Ken Rosewall.

At the Qualifying competition all rounds except the last in the gentlemen’s singles and
doubles were reduced to three sets.

Courtesy cars and drivers to transport competitors and officials were provided for the
first time.

The first rain of the meeting washed out play on the final Saturday meaning that the
gentlemen’s singles final and other finals were played on a Sunday for the first time in the
event’s history. The Centre Court and No.1 Court were packed with spectators who were
admitted free of charge.

Stan Smith and Billie Jean King won the singles titles as a young Swedish player called
Bjorn Borg won the boys’ title.

1973

Once again politics were to the fore as the tournament was
boycotted by 80 male players, who were instructed to do so
by the Association of Tennis Professionals following the

ILTF suspension of the Yugoslav Nikki Pilic, who had
allegedly refused to play in a Davis Cup tie. This meant that
12 of the top 16 seeds did not play, as a large number of
qualifiers got their chance to step into the spotlight.

New radio and press interview rooms were constructed
under the gentlemen’s dressing rooms, which were
renovated. The first Post Office Telephone Information

Service was started — with a whopping 450,000 calls being received.
Rain on the second Friday necessitated the gentlemen’s singles final, won by Jan Kodes,
and the ladies’ singles final, won for a fifth time by Billie Jean King, being contested on the
Saturday and play being extended to the Sunday to conclude the mixed doubles event.

1974

Jimmy Connors and Chris Evert, who were engaged to be married at the time, won their
respective singles titles, both employing their signature double-handed backhands to great
effect. Connors beat the overwhelming sentimental and crowd favourite, Ken Rosewall, who
had incredibly reached the final for a fourth time, at the age of 39. He would return once
more but would never take the only Major to elude him.

Three days of fine weather followed by three very wet days forced the second weeK’s
programme to be reorganised so that play commenced at noon on all but one of the six days.
The gentlemen’s singles and ladies singles semi-finals were split between the Centre Court
and No.1 Court as a result.

1975

A new building on the east side of the Centre Court was constructed above the Debenture
Holders’ Lounge and restaurant, built principally to house a museum and library. More free-
standing room was made available on No.2 Court. The bookstall was re-sited on the public
Tea Lawn where, for that one year only, a William Hill bookmakers’ tent was erected.
Chairs were first provided on court to enable players to rest when changing ends, for
which they were allowed 90 seconds. This allocation had rarely been fully used up when the
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players would simply stand for refreshments as they changed ends, but also met with the
new commercial break needs of some TV stations.

Arthur Ashe became the first black Gentlemen’s Singles Champion, as he defied the
predictions of many experts to beat the bullish top seed, and reigning champion, Jimmy
Connors in four sets. In the ladies’ event Billie Jean King won her sixth and final singles
title, which would also prove to be her last singles win in a Major.

A sunbaked fortnight followed a damp opening day.

1976

In January vandals broke into the Grounds and damaged the
Centre Court. In the morning staff found five holes in the turf,
the largest about nine inches long, and red and white paint
splashed around the court and in the stands.

Elsewhere a temporary stand holding 1,450 spectators was
erected adjacent to No.14 Court. The construction of the first
Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum and library continued for their
planned official opening at the Centenary Championships the following year.

The umpires and line judges appeared for the first time wearing their new uniform of
navy-blue blazer and grey trousers or skirts.

Previous boys’ winner Bjorn Borg won his first gentlemen’s title, at the age of just 20.
Chris Evert won her second ladies’ trophy before teaming up with great future rival, Martina
Navratilova of the Czech Republic, to win the doubles.

A record-breaking British summer meant that this was probably the hottest meeting on
record, without even a hint of rain.

1977: The Centenary Championships

For the occasion of the centenary the Clubhouse and Centre Court were repainted and special
decorations erected around the ground. The Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum and the
Kenneth Ritchie Wimbledon Library, on the east side of the Centre Court, were opened in
May by the Duke and Duchess of Kent. The Library was named in memory of Lord Ritchie
of Dundee (1902-1975), who was for many years Chairman of the London Stock Exchange
and a long-serving member of the Club Committee. It was founded by Alan Little (1928—
2017), who ran the Library, in his capacity of Honorary Librarian, until 2016.

The gentlemen’s and ladies’ Qualifying competitions were held at different centres, for the
ladies this was in Eastbourne and the gentlemen in Roechampton.

Ball Girls were used for the first time on the outside courts.

On the opening day of the meeting 41 surviving singles champions paraded on the Centre
Court and were presented with silver commemorative medals by the Duke and Duchess of
Kent. The Band of the Welsh Guards played on the Centre Court, prior to the start of play,
for five days of the meeting. A Queen’s Silver Jubilee Salver was given to the winner of each
Championship event, while all competitors received a commemorative pen and pencil set.

Queen Elizabeth, accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, attended the meeting on the
second Friday and presented the trophy to the winner of the ladies’ singles on court, which
in this case was, fittingly, the British player, Virginia Wade. The British men could not repeat
the trick, Mark Cox the last surviving player in the gentlemen’s draw, going out in the fourth
round, as the increasingly popular (especially with female fans) Bjorn Borg reclaimed his
trophy. As Rod Laver made his last appearance, an 18-year-old John McEnroe marked his
arrival, becoming the first qualifier to reach the semi-finals and the youngest player in the last
four for 100 years.

There were no poor weather interruptions during the Fortnight, although it was a little
chilly in the first week.
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1978

The gentlemen’s and ladies’ Qualifying competition reverted to the former practice of being
held at the same venue, in Roechampton.

The ladies’ singles final, not for the last time, was fought out between Chris Evert and
Martina Navratilova, the latter winning to claim her first Major title. Bjorn Borg once
again beat Jimmy Connors for his third triumph in three years, to a soundtrack of hearty
screaming from his legions of young fans.

Just before the ladies’ final on the second Friday, the Centre Court was used to film part
of the Paramount picture 7he Players, which starred Dean Paul Martin, Ali McGraw and
the Argentinian player Guillermo Vilas.

After the meeting the boundary of the ground north of the Centre Court was extended
into Aorangi Park as the construction of a new building and four grass courts began.

A dull and wet meeting which resulted in seven days being interrupted by rain, including
a washout on the first Thursday leading to earlier start times throughout the second week.

1979

Extensive building and other alterations were carried out, most notably seen with the roof of
the Centre Court being raised by one metre to provide an additional 1,088 seats, making a
new capacity of 11,739. The number of turnstile entrances to the ground was doubled from
10 to 20.

New clocks were provided throughout the premises and Grounds. The Centre Court
and No.1 Court scoreboards were fitted with digital clocks, courtesy of Rolex, which also
indicated the duration of each match.

On court, the tie-break regulations were changed to operate at 6-all in any set except the
final one of a match. Umpires were issued with stopwatches to ensure players did not exceed
the time limit of 90 seconds between the changes of ends. Catherine McTavish became the
first woman to umpire on No.1 Court.

Martina Navratilova repeated her achievement of the previous year, beating Chris Evert
Lloyd for her second title. Billie Jean King won the ladies’ doubles and so brought her total
tally of titles to a record-breaking 20. Bjorn Borg made it four in a row in the gentlemen’s
singles event.

Centre Court was once again used as the backdrop for a film, when part of the
Paramount film Rough Cut, starring Burt Reynolds, Lesley-Ann Down and David Niven
was filmed there in July, with over 600 extras employed.

Apart from a little rain on the first day there was no real weather disruption.

1980

Four new grass courts were brought into commission north of Centre Court and numbered
14 to 17, returning the principal arena to a more central position, as originally seen at the
previous ground in Nursery Lane and whence came its name. In Aorangi Park 12 grass
courts were made available for practice before and during The Championships.

An electronic service line monitor, called Cyclops, using infra-red rays, was used for
singles matches on the Centre Court and No.1 Court for the first time.

Bjorn Borg of Sweden became the first player to win the gentlemen’ singles five times in
succession since the abolition of the Challenge Round, beating John McEnroe in a classic
final. The thrilling fourth-set tie-break lasted 22 minutes, or 34 points. Evonne Goolagong
Cawley won her second title in the ladies’ event.

On Sunday morning, the 13 July, a church service to commemorate the 75th anniversary
of the diocese of Southwark was held on the Centre Court, with 11,000 people in attendance.
One of the wettest meetings on record which necessitated play starting at noon on the

last nine days.
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1981

'The No.1 Court complex was rebuilt, leading to a large increase in court capacity. It would
be the last year that female competitors paid an entry fee — in the case of 1981 this was
£9. A special Wimbledon uniform for Umpires and Line Judges was introduced — dark
green jackets and light green trousers or skirts. On the first Tuesday trailblazing Catherine
McTavish became the first woman to umpire on Centre Court.

A bad tempered historical first occurred on the second Tuesday when the Centre Court
match between Sue Barker and Ann Kiyomura and JoAnne Russell and Virginia Ruzici
was halted at 9.35pm due to bad light, with the score poised at 5-5 in the final set. Amid
boos and jeers, seat cushions, programmes and other objects were thrown on the court. Bad
tempers were a feature of the tournament, as John McEnroe’s clashes with Umpires and
other authority figures throughout the event made press headlines all over the world.

Bjorn Borg was finally bested on the Wimbledon lawns, in his attempt to match William
Renshaw’s ‘six in successior, although he did reach the final again. John McEnroe avenged
his epic defeat from the previous year with a win in four sets over his rival, marking the last
appearance for the popular Borg at The Championships. In the ladies’ singles, Chris Evert
Lloyd won her third, and last, title.

The weather was generally dry but cold, with light rain on the first Wednesday.

1982

For the first time The Championships was actually scheduled to last 13 days, with the
tournament ending with play on a Sunday. A London Underground strike for the first eight
days, followed by a rail strike, considerably reduced the attendance, which was already not
helped by poor weather.

Aorangi Park was brought into the perimeter of the Grounds to give more room during
'The Championships, providing additional facilities for the public, including catering, several
private marquees, a merchandising shop and a scoreboard showing results, game by game, on
each court.

Jimmy Connors earned his second, and last, gentlemen’s title, with a hard-fought win
over defending champion John McEnroe. Martina Navratilova, now representing the
United States, also returned to the winners’ podium, defeating Chris Evert Lloyd again,
before adding her second doubles title alongside Pam Shriver.

In December, former champion Virginia Wade became the first lady to be elected to the
Club Committee.

A very wet first week, with rain interrupting play for the first week and a half, meaning
play started early on the last eight days.

1983

'The development of the Grounds continued, with new seating on the Centre Court, a new
electricity supply for the Club being installed and more additions to the Aorangi Park area.

The entry for the Ladies’ Singles Championship was raised to 128, having previously had a
field of 96.

Trey Waltke of the United States appeared on court dressed in an old-fashioned outfit of
long white flannel trousers, with a necktie for a belt and a white button-down long-sleeve
shirt. He beat former champion Stan Smith in that match but lost in the next round to Ivan
Lendl in the same vintage attire.

On court John McEnroe comfortably regained his trophy, for his second title, as did Martina
Navratilova in winning her fourth. John Lloyd partnered Wendy Turnbull to mixed doubles
success, becoming the first British man to win any kind of title since Fred Perry in 1936.

Wonderful weather was enjoyed throughout, with only two hours’ delay for rain on the
first Friday.
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1984: The Ladies’ Championship Centenary

'The highlight of the celebrations occurred on the second Monday when 17 former ladies’
champions paraded on the Centre Court and were presented with a specially commissioned
piece of Waterford Crystal by the Duke and Duchess of Kent. The list included Louise
Brough, Althea Gibson, Doris Hart and Kitty Godfree. Helen Jacobs and Helen Wills were
not able to attend but did receive the crystal in person — from Kitty Godfree on behalf of
the All England Club — later that summer, during the Los Angeles Olympics. For the first
time a female military band played on the Centre Court on both finals days.

Changes were afoot across the Grounds with new
stands, dressing rooms, a players’ doctor’s surgery and
large swathes of new, tip-up seating.

On court it would be the first time that all five
Championship titles were retained. Georgina Clark became
the first woman to umpire a final on the Centre Court as
the women’s final, fittingly for the Centenary year, was played
between great rivals Martina Navratilova and Chris Evert Lloyd.
Navratilova won in three sets. In the gentlemen’s singles John
McEnroe routed Jimmy Connors the following day, 6-1, 6-1, 6-2,
in one of the tournament’s most one-sided finals.

A Fred Perry statue, situated opposite the entrance to the
Members’ Enclosure, was unveiled to commemorate the 50th
Anniversary of Perry’s first victory in the gentlemen’s singles.

The gates at the Somerset Road entrance to the ground were
also dedicated to the legendary British champion.

Superb weather, with just two days briefly marred by rain
and nine daily temperature records broken. /

1985

Record attendances, despite the poor weather that was to plague the event, with further
expansion across the stands and Grounds. The Lawn Tennis Museum was completely
redesigned, with a much larger exhibition area.

It was an eventful Wimbledon all round, kicking off when Anne White of the United
States controversially appeared on No.2 Court wearing a neck-to-ankle all-white leotard,
created by the legendary tennis clothing designer, Ted Tinling.

At the age of 17 years and 227 days, Boris Becker became the youngest player, the first
unseeded player and the first German to win the gentlemen’s singles. When he lifted the
trophy, after beating South African Kevin Curren in the final, he had lost an incredibly
taxing eight sets on the way to achieving it, playing an exhausting 292 games along the way.
Paul McNamee and Martina Navratilova played 117 games in three mixed doubles matches
on the final day. Navratilova must have been exhausted, having played another three sets
in notching her sixth singles title the day before, against her old foe and great friend Chris
Evert Lloyd.

A very wet first week led to early starts throughout The Championships, with rain each
day and the improbable sight of lightning actually striking Centre Court. On the second

Friday a spectacular storm brought 1.5 inches of rain in just 20 minutes.

1986: The 100th Championship Meeting

The occasion was commemorated in a variety of different ways with the design of a
modern ‘Flying W’ logo, the formation of the ‘Last 8 Club’and a dinner party held on

the second Thursday for guests who had made significant historic contributions to The
Championships. The two oldest living singles champions — Kitty Godfree and Jean Borotra,
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respectively — handed over the trophies on the final weekend, alongside The Duke and
Duchess of Kent.

Yellow balls were used for the first time, largely as the white balls were getting stained
green on the grass, sometimes making them almost impossible to see on TV, where tennis
was increasingly popular. The balls came packaged in new blue cans, featuring the new logo.
In other firsts, Ball Girls were used on the Centre Court for the first time and players and
officials were asked to undergo drug tests.

In Aorangi Park a two-storey pavilion was built replacing the old dilapidated wooden
structure, creating a whole new quarter within the Grounds, housing competitors’ dressing
rooms, a dining area and a créche.

In a feat possibly as impressive as his win the previous year, Boris Becker retained his
title, now at the age of 18, beating Ivan Lendl. Martina Navratilova quietly went about
doing what she did best — winning the singles title, making a total of seven.

A very warm meeting marred only by rain on the first and 12th days.

1987

Some improvements were made to the Grounds for the 1987 Championships, with work
to the Clubhouse, some of the stands and some new Museum wrought-iron gates at
Church Road. Five individual daily attendance records were broken, despite a new policy of
restricting the crowd to 28,000, instead of 31,000.

On the lawns, it was the last year that male players paid entry fees — a sum of £35.
Martina Navratilova of the United States won the ladies’ singles for the sixth time in
succession to equal the all-time record of eight victories, held by Helen Wills Moody. She
beat the new force in women’s tennis, Stefli Graf, who was appearing in her first final. The
gentlemen’s final was memorable as the Australian Pat Cash broke protocol and climbed up
from the court into the stands, over the commentary boxes and into the players box to hug
his girlfriend, family and coach.

Much wet weather during the first week, including a first Monday which was washed
out. The second week enjoyed largely warm sunshine throughout.

1988

A new procedure was introduced allowing a ticket holder priority for the following year
when applying for a seat if bad weather had meant there was no play on the Centre Court
or No.1 Court. New media facilities were opened, plus contemporary dressing rooms and
walkways, as the permanent offices of the International Tennis Federation ceased to be
housed at the Club.

On the playing side, 1988 marked the first time at The Championships that no player
used a wooden racket. After a blissful first week of weather, rain occurred each day of the
second week bar one. On the concluding Sunday only five games were possible in the
gentlemen’s singles final, which was postponed until the third Monday. It would be the start
of a trilogy of finals between Boris Becker and genial Swede Stefan Edberg. Edberg won
that day and became the first person ever to beat Boris Becker on Centre Court. Stefi Graf
won her first ladies’ title before going on to win something truly unique; the ‘Golden Slany,
which was all four Majors, plus the Olympic gold medal.

1989

Despite, or perhaps partly due to, the inclement weather, the 13-day attendance figure was
400,288 — an all-time record, with three daily records also being broken. There had been the
normal flurry of activity throughout the off-season, with a new staircase for No.1 Court and
extra temporary stands all over the Grounds. All scoreboards now displayed point by point
information. Marking a sign of the times, the Club appointed its first TV Marketing Director.
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On court it would prove to be the last appearance at The Championships for the much-
loved American Chris Evert, who reached the semi-finals and departed with a graceful wave.
She was beaten by Stefh Graf, who would go on to win the title, beating Martina Navratilova
once again in the final. Boris Becker returned to winning ways, beating Stefan Edberg in the
gentlemen’s final.

Rain badly interfered with the programme on the last three days of the tournament,
forcing the gentlemen’s singles semi-finals to be played on different days and the gentlemen’s
singles final and ladies’ singles final both to be contested on the Sunday.

1990
Following the tragedies at Bradford’s Valley Parade and Sheffield’s Hillsborough football
Grounds the safety standards at places of sport came under greater scrutiny. This resulted in
the standing room area on the Centre Court being replaced by seating, as this, and a number
of other courts, became fully ticketed. The ground capacity was fixed at 28,000 and once this
number was reached the only means of entry to the Grounds was by the purchase of tickets
handed in for re-sale by spectators leaving for the day. Consequently, the attendance figure
for the Fortnight was greatly reduced to 347,979. Smoking was prohibited in the covered
stands of the Centre Court and No.1 Court for the first time. Meanwhile, on the evening of
the first Saturday the Centre Court was cleared due to a bomb scare.

A large television screen, situated adjacent to the Pavilion in Aorangi Park, showed
matches on the Centre Court and other courts as well as messages and other information.

Martina Navratilova, representing the United States, won the ladies’ singles to attain
the all-time record of nine victories in the event, edging out Helen Wills Moody. In the
gentlemen’s event Stefan Edberg met Boris Becker in the final for the third successive year,
with the Swede winning his second of their three battles.

Dry and pleasant weather apart from minor interruptions by rain on the second

Wednesday and Thursday.
1991: ‘The Wettest Wimbledon’

One of the wettest first weeks ever, with the first Monday totally rained oft and only 52
out of approximately 240 scheduled matches completed in the nine hours and 15 minutes
of play available by Thursday evening. Faced with the prospect of further bad weather the
decision was taken on the Friday evening to play for the first time ever on the first Sunday.

'This ‘Middle Sunday’ became a unique day in Wimbledon’s history. There was a queue
stretching for 1.5 miles outside the Grounds, as 11,000 Centre Court and 7,000 No.1 Court
tickets were sold at the flat rate of £10 and 5,000 ground passes at £5. By the start of play at 12
noon the Centre Court was jam-packed with excited spectators, creating a carnival atmosphere
with repeated Mexican waves bringing roars from the crowd. A special programme was on sale
and past champions were invited to the Royal Box.

Replica gentlemen’s singles and ladies’ singles trophies were provided to the winners for
the first time. In the gentlemen’s case this was taken home by the German, Michael Stich,
who beat his countryman Boris Becker, who was appearing in his sixth final in seven years.
The ladies’ title went once again to Stefli Graf, winning for a third time.

For this one year, the (generally dreadful) weather — which did improve in the second
week — itself formed the key part of the narrative above.

1992

Amongst much pre-event building work, and aesthetic improvements all over, the Centre
Court roof was completely replaced by a new structure supported by four pillars instead
of 26. This mammoth operation allowed a completely perfect, instead of a restricted, view
from 3,601 seats.
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High on the buzz from the previous year’s ‘Middle Sunday’, new arrangements were
introduced for the first Saturday in a desire to recreate that special atmosphere. On the
day nearly 2,000 Centre Court seats were sold at a reduced price, with other ticket prices
also reduced. Before start of play on the Centre Court the crowd were entertained by a
traditional jazz band.

In a groundbreaking development, a special radio station known as ‘Radio Wimbledon’
provided visitors and the local community with up to 14 hours of live programming each
day during The Championships. The station, which broadcast from the Grounds, had a
range of up to four miles.

The gentlemen’s singles title was claimed by American Andre Agassi, for his first
Major, on a surface he had previously not favoured and rarely even played on. The popular
Las Vegan won an epic final against Goran Ivanisevic. In the ladies’ event Stefi Graf
overwhelmed Yugoslavia’s Monica Seles. A marathon gentlemen’s doubles final saw John
McEnroe, in his last professional match at Wimbledon, win 19-17 in the fifth set with his
partner Michael Stich.

A week of fine weather to start must have been a relief after the previous year, but this
gave way to much rain during the latter part of the second week, featuring a washout of a
Friday and a programme extended to Monday.

1993: The 100th Ladies’ Championships

A number of commemorative events were held for the occasion, as surviving Ladies’
Singles Champions were presented with a special gold bracelet, while all female
competitors received a gold bracelet and a commemorative shirt. A ladies’ military band
played on the Centre Court on the last two days.

The Club announced its ‘Long Term Plan’to enhance and protect the pre-eminence
of The Championships, as its associated Ground Company purchased the frechold of the
neighbouring Wimbledon Park Golf Course. Major internal refurbishment of the Grounds
had taken place over the preceding year and around the courts there was much tighter
security, following the shocking stabbing of Monica Seles at Hamburg earlier in the year.

As in the previous year, efforts were made to create a festive atmosphere on the first
Saturday, as 2,000 Centre Court seats were sold on the day at a reduced price. At 2pm a
number of the Royal Box guests were introduced to the public, including the 1933-1936
British Davis Cup team, the Chairman’s special guests (all ladies) and other sporting
personalities. This would become a popular annual tradition on the middle Saturday.

On court the American Pete Sampras won his first title, whilst Steffi Graf won her
fifth, as she beat Jana Novotna of the Czech Republic. The match was memorable for
Novotna’s collapse from the brink of victory, after leading by a double break of serve in
the third set and seemingly in complete control. Graf stormed back to win and Novotna
cried uncontrollably on the sympathetic Duchess of Kent’s shoulder during the trophy
presentation, in what has become one of Wimbledon’s most enduring images.

A warm and sunny meeting, during which there were no interruptions for rain, attracted
a near-record crowd. The temperature on Centre Court soared to 106°F and the Ball Boys
and Girls were issued with caps.

1994

In view of the wide-ranging Long-Term Plan very few major improvements were carried
out during the year.

On court the ever-impressive Pete Sampras retained his title and Spain’s Conchita
Martinez won her first — and only — Major, as she beat Martina Navratilova in the ladies’
singles final. Martinez in the process became the first-ever Spanish woman to win the
Ladies’ Singles Championship.
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In July the All England Lawn Tennis Ground Ltd. purchased the freehold of the three-
acre site of Southlands College, at the nearby junction of Bathgate Road and Queensmere
Road, to provide extra practice courts.

With the exception of one day, The Championships enjoyed excellent weather and
concluded with the temperature peaking at 116°F on the Centre Court during the final day.

1995

Centre Court had 5,000 new tip-up seats installed and the combined open stand and
seating between No.6 and No.7 Courts were completely replaced. The construction of the
new No.1 Court stadium had reached the second level, with flat areas used as a platform for
marquees and other public facilities. The Club appointed its first I T. Director.

The rule concerning competitors being dressed predominantly in white throughout was
clarified to mean almost entirely in white’. The time allowed between the moment the ball
goes out of play at the end of each point, until the time the ball is struck for the first service
of the next point, was reduced from a maximum of 25 seconds to 20 seconds.

The first Friday was extremely hot and, as the temperature tipped 110°F, Britain’s Shirli-
Ann Siddall collapsed with heat exhaustion during her match on No.14 Court. Over-
heating was the order of the week when, on the first Wednesday, Britain’s Tim Henman
became the first player to be disqualified from The Championships. Henman hit a ball
in anger and struck a Ball Girl, Caroline Hall, during his first round gentlemen’s doubles
match and was also fined £2,000 for the indiscretion. Two other players were disqualified
during the meeting; Jeff Tarango of the United States was disqualified from his third round
gentlemen’s singles match for three offences and Murphy Jensen of the United States was
disqualified from his second-round mixed doubles for failing to show up.

The top four seeds in both the gentlemen’s and ladies’ singles reached the semi-final stage
in the same year. Pete Sampras went on to beat Boris Becker for his third title in succession
and Stefhi Graf beat Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez Vicario for her sixth in total.

A fortnight of warm and sunny weather, with no interruptions for rain, attracted high
daily attendances throughout.

1996

'The attendance for the meeting was down compared to the last few years, possibly due to a
couple of London Underground strikes and the Euro 96 football competition, taking place in
England. Work ceased on the Club’s Long Term Plan, for the period of The Championships,
allowing spectators to view the inside of the new No.1 Court’s stadium and lawn.

The match between Richard Krajicek and Pete Sampras, played on the Centre Court on
the second Wednesday, was interrupted by rain for over three and a half hours. During this
period, all-round entertainer Sir Cliff Richard regaled the glum spectators by singing many of
his old songs, including — of course — Summer Holiday.

At the age of 15 years and 282 days, Martina Hingis of Switzerland became the
youngest champion of all time when she won the ladies’ doubles with Helena Sukova. Todd
Woodbridge and Mark Woodforde of Australia became the first pair since the abolition
of the Challenge Round to win the gentlemen’s doubles four times in succession. The
gentlemen’s semi-finals were split between Centre Court and No.1 Court.

Euro 96 was being held across England, with the national team somewhat surprisingly
enjoying great success. On the first Wednesday the Club decided to embrace the unfamiliar
and allow spectators to stay until 10pm to watch the crunch semi-final match between
England and Germany on the large TV screen. The familiar returned when Germany won on
penalties.

Just prior to the commencement of the gentlemen’s singles final, a female streaker ran
across the court, wearing just an apron, much to the amusement of almost everyone. The
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frolicsome act would be repeated six years later during the gentlemen’s singles final, this time
by a male enthusiast. This year’s showpieces would be won by Krajicek and Steffi Graf.
September saw the last match ever played on the original No.1 Court, taking place during
the Davis Cup tie between Great Britain and Egypt. The demolition of the arena began
shortly afterwards.
Mixed weather during the first week was followed by rain on most days causing the
programme to be extended to the third Monday.

1997

'The Qualifying Competition, held at the Bank of England Sports Ground at Roehampton
the week before the meeting, had been severely interrupted by rain, forcing many matches to
be decided indoors at Queen’s Club and on Wimbledon’s covered courts. It did not improve,
as probably the wettest first week ever unfolded. Only 94 matches had been completed by
the Friday evening and all car parks had turned into bog land. The decision was made to
once again play on ‘Middle Sunday’, in an event which became known as ‘Super Sunday’,
and 31,204 spectators attended as seats on Centre Court and No.1 Court, as well as all
ground passes, were made available at low prices. With huge local crowd support behind
Tim Henman, the fans were covered with Union Jacks, in sights rarely seen at SW19.

The new No.1 Court was officially opened on Monday 23 June, when a ceremony,
commencing at 1.30pm, took place on the court surrounded by Ball Boys and Girls holding
the flags of the 58 nations competing at The Championships. The Duke of Kent,
President of The All England Lawn Tennis Club, was present as were the 10 past
champions,who had won the singles title at \
least three times: Louise Brough, Rod ) D
Laver, Margaret Court, Billie o PR =
Jean King, John Newcombe, 52 —— é
Chris Evert, Martina il
Navratilova, John McEnroe, d 7 N
Boris Becker and Pete 1!-!:' 4
Sampras. The first match
on court was between
Tim Henman of Great
Britain and Daniel 1
Nestor of Canada, with
the latter serving the
first ball.

One of the side effects
of the new court was the N,
giant screen that was now NG
installed across the western |
edge, facing a landscaped picnic
area on a hill, allowing the spectators to watch the action in a natural amphitheatre.

By winning the ladies’ singles title, Martina Hingis of Switzerland became the youngest
singles champion this century at the age of 16 years and 278 days. Pete Sampras returned to
winning ways, claiming his fourth title.

During August the Centre Court was completely re-laid using mature turf which had
been grown in Yorkshire for two years. The old ‘Lodge’ building, situated just inside the
Somerset Road main entrance, was demolished.

A very wet first week, containing two days completely lost to rain. A succession of early
starts followed as a gradual improvement in the weather allowed the Fortnight to end just
on time.
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1998

Another very wet first week brought about a backlog of matches, which necessitated a
succession of early starts and format changes, allowing the meeting to conclude on time. The
total attendance of 424,998 became a new 13-day record, as were the daily figures for the
second Friday, Saturday and Sunday. After a year’s absence No.14 and No.15 Courts were
once again in use.

On the first Saturday smoke from a fire in an adjacent tower block of flats billowed across
Aorangi Park. As a precautionary measure play on No.18 Court, between Todd Martin and
Todd Woodbridge, was suspended for a period.

In the Royal Box on the second Tuesday The Duke of Kent presented a Waterford Crystal
Vase to Donald Budge of the United States to mark the 60th anniversary of his Grand Slam
in 1938.

There were victories on court for Pete Sampras, for the fifth time, and Jana Novotna, who
made for a popular Ladies’ Singles Champion after her emotional defeat in 1993. It would be
Novotna’s first and only career Major singles title, with the trophy being handed over by her
old sympathiser, a clearly delighted Duchess of Kent. In the boys’ singles event a young Swiss
player called Roger Federer won the title in straight sets.

Rain interrupted play on several days during the first week and on the second Monday,
but thereafter the weather was mild and dry.

1999

Excellent weather during the first week and the latter half of the second, together with the
raising of the ground capacity figure to 33,500, attracted the all-time record attendance of
457,069, with daily records broken for nine of the 13 days.

The new Centre Court West Stand extension was in use, as were No.16 and No.17 Courts
again, bringing the total number of Championship courts to 20. For the first time spectators
on the Centre Court and No.1 Court were able to see the speed of players’ service, displayed
in units installed at ground level at both ends of each court.

The Argentinian player David Nalbandian was disqualified in the semi-final of the boys’
singles due to his late arrival for the match.

On the Saturday both gentlemen’s and ladies’ singles semi-finals were played, split
between the Centre Court and No.1 Court, and on the Sunday all five finals were decided —
the first time this had ever occurred on the last day. In the ladies’singles, Lindsay Davenport
beat Stefhi Graf for her one and only title and Pete Sampras defeated Andre Agassi to win
his sixth.

A week of fine and sunny weather was followed by much rain during the early part of the
second week, including a completely rained off Tuesday.

2000: The Millennium Championships

In celebration of the Millennium a number of former champions were invited to The
Championships for five days over the middle weekend. The highlight of the occasion was on
the first Saturday, when 64 players were presented on the Centre Court with a memento by
H.R.H.The Duchess of Gloucester, Honorary President of the L. T.A.

Extensive new facilities were provided across the board, for players, officials, media and
spectators, with whole new buildings, walkways, restaurants, screening, parking and other
facilities. This was most clearly seen in the construction of the ‘Millennium Building’, providing
extensive media and player facilities as well as a new home for the Members’ Enclosure.

Two innovations were introduced for the gentlemen’s and ladies’ finals; just prior to play,
two youngsters, representing nominated charities, performed the coin tossing ceremony to
decide which player served first and immediately after the match the BBC’s Sue Barker
interviewed both finalists on court.
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In what would prove to be his last triumph, Pete Sampras lifted the gentlemen’s singles
trophy for the seventh time, equalling the record set by William Renshaw in 1889. In the
semi-final of the ladies’singles, Venus Williams of the USA defeated her younger sister,
Serena, 6-2, 7-6(3) to record only the third occasion when two sisters had ever met in the
event. They later became the first sisters to win the ladies’ doubles and the first to win that
title as wild card entries. Todd Woodbridge and Mark Woodforde of Australia won the
gentlemen’s doubles for the sixth time.

During the autumn the Clubhouse was closed while exploration and enabling works were
carried out in readiness for the refurbishment planned for after The Championships 2001,
which included the complete removal of the historic Boston Ivy.

A fortnight of generally dull weather with little sunshine. Rain in the latter half of the
second week forced play to the third Monday.

2001

One of the more unforgettable Championships in memory brought a record attendance for
the scheduled 14 days of 490,081 — in part as the ladies’ singles final was contested on the
Sunday and the whole of the gentlemen’s singles final was played on the third Monday.

The usual breadth of improvements were made to the Grounds before the
tournament started, with a new location for a footbridge across Church Road during The
Championships. A demonstration of wheelchair tennis was given on No.14 Court by four
of Britain’s leading players.

For the first time in the tournament’s history 32 players were seeded in both the
gentlemen’s and ladies’ singles events. The eventful action sprung to life when seven-time
champion Pete Sampras was defeated in the fourth round by 19-year-old former Boys’
Singles Champion Roger Federer. It would be the only time the two would play each
other competitively.

'The screen to the side of No.1 Court really caught on, with thousands heading there
to watch show court matches shown on the large TV screen. This was particularly seen
with matches involving Tim Henman, seeing the area nicknamed ‘Henman Hill’. The
popularity of this feature prompted the Club to install a second screen at the south end of
the Grounds for the last four days, shipped from Holland and installed overnight, in time
for play on Friday.

The gentlemen’s singles semi-final between Henman and the wild card entry Goran
Ivanisevic was played over three days, starting on that Friday and finishing on the Sunday,
traditionally the day of the final. Ivanisevic broke British hearts by battling through,
leading to a Monday final, against the Australian Pat Rafter. During the Saturday
afternoon, when play was restricted to 50 minutes, spectators had been entertained by a
number of interviews with the personalities present, including the former US President
Bill Clinton.

In the ladies’ singles event Venus Williams won her second title, at the expense of
Belgium’s Justine Henin.

A total of 10,000 unreserved seats were available for the Centre Court on Monday to
see the gentlemen’s singles final as spectators packed the Centre Court and produced an
electric atmosphere. The chanting was continuous, akin to a football or rugby match, and
likely unparalleled in the history of The Championships.

Five sets later Goran Ivanisevic became the first Croatian, the first wild card and only
the second unseeded player to win the Gentlemen’s Singles Championship. It marked the
culmination of a lifelong dream, after he had been defeated in three previous finals. During
the event Ivanisevic served a total of 212 aces — beating his own record set in 1992.

It was a generally warm and sunny meeting, only marred by rain on the second Friday
and Saturday.
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2002

'The second highest attendance ever of 469,514 over the scheduled 13 days was achieved.
Work on the complete refurbishment of the Clubhouse was concluded on time and the
balcony overlooking the southern end of the Grounds was renewed and extended, with fresh
Boston Ivy planted against the front wall.

The Chairman of Dunlop Slazenger, Robert Brooke, was introduced to the spectators
on Centre Court by the Chairman of the Club, to mark the 100th anniversary between
Slazenger and the AELTC.

For the second time ever two sisters, Serena and Venus Williams, of the United States,
contested the ladies’singles final, won by Serena. This had not happened since 1884, when
Maud Watson beat her sister, Lilian. The Williams sisters also won the ladies’ doubles title
for the second time as wild cards. Todd Woodbridge of Australia won the gentlemen’s
doubles crown for the seventh time.

Following in the bare footsteps of his female trailblazer in 1996, a male streaker invaded
the court during the the gentlemen’s singles final, won by Australia’s Lleyton Hewitt. Goran
Ivanisevic did not defend his title.

A dry sunny first week gave way to cool and showery weather during the second week,
with occasional interruptions to the programme.

2003

Owing to safety concerns over the size of the increasingly popular overnight queue for the
first Saturday, measures were taken to reduce the numbers, estimated to be around 9,000 —
an increase of 6,000 on other days.

The Club President, the Duke of Kent, requested players not to bow or curtsey to Royalty
in the Royal Box, except when the Queen or The Prince of Wales were present.

On the sartorial front, 2003 was the year Robby Ginepri proudly became the first

man to wear a sleeveless shirt in SW19.

The court action was eventful as defending champion
Leyton Hewitt lost in the first round to Ivo Karlovic,
playing in his first Major tournament. The 17-year-old
Spanish player Rafael Nadal became the youngest
man since Boris Becker to reach the third round.
Roger Federer, of Switzerland, won his first
Gentlemen’s Singles Championship, which
was also his first Major. For the second
year on the trot two sisters, Serena and
Venus Williams, contested the ladies’
singles final, with Serena winning once again. Todd Woodbridge of Australia won the
gentlemen’s doubles title for a record eighth time. Martina Navratilova won her 20th title,
the mixed doubles, at the tender age of 46.

The Club assisted in the making of the film Wimbledon, a romantic comedy, starring
Kirsten Dunst and Paul Bettany. Scenes were filmed during The Championships and
throughout July and August, extensively on the Centre Court and around the Grounds in
general. The film also featured appearances by John McEnroe, Chris Evert and John Barrett
in the commentary box.

Mostly warm and sunny throughout the first week, followed by considerable rain in the
middle of the second week.

2004

Prior to The Championships, in April, five bronze busts were unveiled in front of the
Clubhouse, celebrating the victories of the five British Ladies’ Singles Champions who had
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won their titles at the Church Road ground — Kathleen McKane Godfree, Dorothy Round,
Angela Mortimer, Ann Jones and Virginia Wade. Also, in the spring, Rolex, celebrating 25
years association with the Club, provided new clocks throughout the premises and Grounds.

It was another meeting badly affected by rain, necessitating the decision to play on
the middle Sunday for the third time in 14 years. The occasion was less well attended
than in previous years, and The Championships’ attendance overall was well down on the
previous few years. The bad weather, the European Football Championships and a London
Underground 24-hour strike all contributed to this drop.

Just before play began on Centre Court on the first Saturday, the London stage of the
Athens Olympic Torch Relay was launched, with Sir Roger Bannister (the first four-minute
miler) saluting the crowd before walking through the Clubhouse to pass the torch over to
Tim Henman. He in turn ran through the Grounds, passed the flame to Virginia Wade,
who handed over the torch to the first of a series of runners organised throughout London.

No.13 seed Maria Sharapova became the first Russian and lowest-seeded player to win
the ladies’ singles. She then created a precedent on court by using a mobile phone to attempt
(unsuccessfully) to call her mother. In the gentlemen’s event Roger Federer retained his
trophy, beating Andy Roddick in the final. After the previous year’s record eighth time, Todd
Woodbridge of Australia won the gentlemen’s doubles for a record ninth time.

It was another meeting affected by poor weather, with two days completely lost due to rain.

2005

Structural work on the new Museum building was completed and installation of the services
continued, meaning Club staff could move in before the end of the year.

Great Britain’s Andy Murray made his first appearance in a Major when he was given
a wild card. The 18-year-old did not disappoint the success-starved British fans, battling
through to the third round, only losing in a fifth set to former finalist David Nalbandian.
Other young players making waves included Spain’s Rafael Nadal who caused a stir by
wearing ‘pirata’ shorts, which were so long that they were actually closer to trousers, reaching
well beneath the knee.

Roger Federer won the gentlemen’s singles title for the third year in succession, beating
Andy Roddick once again in the final. Venus Williams of the USA became the lowest
ranked champion, at No.14, when she took the ladies’ singles title for the third time. The
gentlemen’s doubles proved particularly memorable for the fact that Todd Woodbridge did
not win it.

A Wheelchair Gentlemen’s Doubles event, for four pairs, was staged on No.14 and No.15
Courts over the last Saturday and Sunday for the first time.

A warm and sunny first week did not follow through in the second, with frequent rain
interruptions on the Thursday and Friday.

2006

The attendance of 447,126 showed a slight drop on recent years, probably due to the football
World Cup being staged in Germany during the Fortnight. The new Museum building
was fully completed and occupied, with the Wimbledon Shop, new turnstiles, the Ticket
Office and the Museum all in place. In April H.R.H. The Duke of Kent opened the new
Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum and Kenneth Ritchie Wimbledon Library. The Doherty
Memorial Gates, erected at the main Church Road entrance to the Grounds in 1931, were
removed to allow the installation of wider gates, with the originals being relocated to the
southern end of the Grounds. A new Chair and Line Umpire’s uniform was introduced,
designed by Ralph Lauren.

'The longest match ever played at The Championships occurred on the second Wednesday
and Thursday on No.2 Court, when in the quarter-final of the gentlemen’s doubles, Mark
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Knowles (Bahamas) and Daniel Nestor (Canada) beat Simon Aspelin (Sweden) and Todd
Perry (Australia) 5-7, 6-3, 6-7(5-7), 6-3,23-21 in six hours and nine minutes.

Players were normally only interviewed on court after a final, but an exception was
made on the first Saturday after Rafael Nadal had defeated Andre Agassi on Centre Court.
The crowd-pleasing American, appearing at The Championships for the last time, was
interviewed by Sue Barker and given a nostalgic send-oft by the crowd.

For the first time, the Club decided to annually commission an artist to produce a
unique record of The Championships. Using a variety of media, each artist would be asked
to record their interpretation of the Fortnight — the competitors, the spectators, the support
services and the Grounds. An illustrator, Mathew Cook, was the first one appointed.

Roger Federer of Switzerland won the gentlemen’s singles title for the fourth time
in succession, beating Rafael Nadal in the final. Elsewhere it was a year of firsts; Amelie
Mauresmo became the first French woman to win the Ladies’ Singles Championship for 81
years, Zi Yan and Jie Zheng became the first Chinese players to capture a Championship
title when they won the ladies’ doubles and Andy Ram became the first Israeli to win a title
when he took the mixed doubles.

Between July and September, the permanent roof of the Centre Court was completely
removed, enabling work to start on the new retractable version and the new buildings
around the complex.

Apart from rain restricting play on the opening day to 45 minutes and causing delays
on the second Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, the Fortnight was extremely warm and
sunny throughout.

2007

A busy year off-court began with the announcement that equal prize money would be awarded
for the first time to gentlemen and ladies in all events at The Championships. The Hawk-Eye
electronic line-calling system was in full operation on the Centre and No.l Courts for the first
time, having previously been used on BBC television. In order for the players, officials and
spectators to see the replays, large screen video boards were installed.

Due to the grand scale of the modernisation of the Centre Court, as part of the Club’s
Long Term Plan, many of the facilities during The Championships were temporarily
relocated or significantly changed. This was most clearly seen in the fact that there was no
roof on the Centre Court, in preparation for the new, sliding mechanism. It left the wide
open 84-year-old stadium resembling a Roman amphitheater.

In the second round of the Gentlemen’s Doubles, Marcelo Melo and Andre Sa of Brazil
beat Paul Hanley (Australia) and Kevin Ullyett (Zimbabwe) 28-26 in the longest ever fifth
set played at The Championships. It was the highest number of games ever played in the
event at 102, as the rain-affected match was played over four days and lasted five hours and
58 minutes.

Following terrorists’ car bomb attacks in London and Glasgow over the middle
weekend, extra security safeguards were in operation from the second Monday, including
concrete vehicle blockers installed at the main entrances to the Grounds.

Roger Federer won the gentlemen’s singles title for the fifth time in succession, beating
Rafael Nadal in five sets, matching Bjorn Borg’s feat. The legendary Swedish star was
watching on from the Royal Box, enthusiastically applauding the achievement. Venus
Williams won the ladies’ singles crown for the fourth occasion, again as a low seed, down
at No.23. Andy Murray’s older brother Jamie won the mixed doubles with Jelena Jankovic,
becoming the first Briton in 20 years to lift a trophy at SW19.

After The Championships all areas of the Centre Court were quickly vacated in
preparation for a rapid start to the major works. A significant symbol of the Club, the ivy-
clad water tower, was demolished, having been erected with the move in 1922, originally
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connected by pipeline to the lake in Wimbledon Park. The croquet lawn was cleared early
in September.

Frequent showers throughout the first week and early in the second week gave way to
dry and sunny weather.

2008

A buoyant year at The Championships, most significantly remembered for one of the
tournament’s all-time great matches — the gentlemen’s singles final between Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal.

The modernisation of the Centre Court, as part of the Club’s Long Term Plan, was
complete apart from the installation of the retractable roof, scheduled for 2009. The fixed
part of the roof was by now in place and six extra rows of terracing raised the capacity of the
stadium to over 15,000.

'The increasingly popular ‘Queue’, having previously been made up of two separate
entities, Church and Somerset Roads, merged into one and was moved in to the more
comfortable confines of Wimbledon Park. This meant that the overnight queuers could
camp on grass, rather than the unforgiving concrete pavements around the Club.

The gentlemen’s singles final was generally considered to be the greatest ever seen, with
the Spaniard Rafael Nadal avenging his defeats in the two previous years by winning the
fifth set 9-7 on his fourth match point. The lack of roof was keenly felt, as frequent rain
breaks meant that the last shot was hit in the dark at 9.16pm, leaving just enough time
for the presentation and quick interviews. They had played a total of 62 games lasting four
hours and 48 minutes — both records for a final.

A resurgent Venus Williams of the United States won the Ladies’ Singles Championship
for the fifth time, defeating her sister Serena in their third meeting in the final since 2002.

The weather was largely warm and sunny, aside from some rain interruptions on the first
Friday and on a few days towards the end.

2009

During the months leading up to The Championships much testing and preparation was
carried out to ensure that the Centre Court’s new retractable roof was functioning properly.
'The Club staged a ‘Centre Court Celebration’ in May designed to fully test the roof and
management systems. Exhibition matches featuring Andre Agassi, Tim Henman, Kim
Clijsters and Stefli Graf were played, as well as numerous musical performances.

It was the highest-ever attendance at the meeting with a total of 511,043, in part due to
the increase of the daily ground capacity, from 36,500 to 40,000. There were record crowds
on nine of the 13 days and the first Wednesday’s total of 46,826 became the all-time record.
'The gates were closed on eight days when the ground reached capacity.

Centre Court’s retractable roof, which brought the complete modernisation programme
for the stadium to an end, was only needed once during the Fortnight due to the weather,
forcing a pause in the Amelie Mauresmo v Dinara Safina match. It was then resumed as an
indoor battle. The decision was then taken to keep the roof closed for the last match on the
court, Andy Murray v Stanislas Wawrinka, which finished at 10.39 pm, making it by far the
latest time play had ever taken place on the Centre Court.

On the first Monday, the Duke of Kent, accompanied by Club Chairman Tim Phillips
formally opened the new No.2 Court. The year also welcomed the first Ladies’ Doubles
Wheelchair event.

Roger Federer was once again half of an incredible final, winning his sixth singles title,
by defeating Andy Roddick for the third time in the showpiece event. The epic match had a
final set score of 16-14, as the clock ticked past four hours and 16 minutes, over 77 games.
Roddick lost his service game only once — in the very last game. The gentlemen’s trophy
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had run out of space in which to engrave the dates and names of the champions, so a black
plinth with an ornamented silver band was designed to accompany it.

Another all-Williams final saw younger sister Serena triumph over Venus, before the two
of them paired up shortly afterwards to win the doubles title for the fourth time.

Glorious weather, warm and sunny every day, with only a brief blip of light rain on the
second Monday.

2010

Various temporary stands were erected, and courts renumbered as the Grounds continued
to evolve to the tournament’s changing needs. The Centre Court’s retractable roof was not
used to counter rain but, on one occasion, the first Monday, closed to allow the gentlemen’s
singles first round match between Novak Djokovic and Olivier Rochus to finish.

HM Queen Elizabeth visited The Championships on the first Thursday. After meeting
various Club officials, she met a collection of players, including defending champions Roger
Federer and Serena Williams and past champions such as Martina Navratilova and Billie
Jean King.

The most memorable match of the tournament, possibly any Wimbledon tournament,
occurred on No.18 Court, as the American John Isner finally overcame France’s Nicolas
Mahut. The marathon gentlemen’s singles first round encounter played out over three days
(from Tuesday to Thursday), produced a total of 183 games and lasted for 11 hours, and
five minutes. To put it into perspective, the fifth set of 70-68 alone took eight hours and 10
minutes, and was longer than the previous longest entire match. In terms of length of time
and the number of games, it was the all-time record for the game of lawn tennis.

Rafael Nadal regained the gentlemen’s singles title and Serena Williams retained the
ladies’ singles title, the latter winning the crown for the fourth time.

A glorious two weeks of weather, warm and sunny every day and not a hint of rain in sight.

2011: The 125th Championships

Every player was given an inscribed gift — a leather washbag for the gentlemen and a silver
bracelet for the ladies. The developments continued with considerable excitement around the
opening of the new No.3 Court, on the site of the old No.2 Court, which accommodated
nearly 2,000 spectators. There was also a new No.4 Court, situated to the side of No.3.

'The Club announced details of a project to develop a long-term plan for the Grounds for
the next 10 to 15 years, named ‘Wimbledon 2020’ and focused on the Grounds and their
redevelopment as The Championships continued to grow.

Incredibly, as Nicolas Mahut and John Isner were about to unveil a courtside plaque
to celebrate the previous year’s epic encounter, the draw was announced, and they had
been thrown together again, for a second first round encounter. Isner would once again go
through, this time in straight sets and requiring nine hours less court time.

There were two new singles champions, Serbia’s Novak Djokovic beat Rafael Nadal in
the final, as he also replaced him as the world No.1. Petra Kvitova, of the Czech Republic,
beat former champion Maria Sharapova,in the ladies’ singles.

On Thursday 24 August the BBC returned to SW19 to stage an Antigues Roadshow
programme in the Grounds, which included the valuation of a 30-year-old wooden racket,
smashed in frustration by John McEnroe.

In an indifferent Fortnight the first week was overcast with some rainy periods, followed
by dry but generally cloudy weather thereafter.

2012

With such a flurry of construction activity over the previous few years less major work had
taken place over the oft-season. This was also partly due to the upcoming Olympics, with
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the lawn tennis event being held at the
All England Club for the first time at its
modern site.

There was an on-court first at The
Championships, as a player won 24
consecutive points to win a ‘golden set’,
6-0. This occurred in the first round of the
Ladies’ singles, when Yaroslava Shvedova of
Russia beat Sara Errani of Italy, 6-0.

'The Prince of Wales, accompanied by the
Duchess of Cornwall, made a rare visit to
The Championships on the first Wednesday,
having last visited in 1970. Several other members of the Royal Family were present during
the fortnight, including the Duke of Kent, President of the Club, and the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge, who returned after their first visit in 2011.

Roger Federer won the gentlemen’s singles title for an incredible seventh time, to equal
the record jointly held by William Renshaw and Pete Sampras. He beat Andy Murray
in the final, who had become the first Briton to reach this stage of the event since 1938,
when Bunny Austin lost to Don Budge. The on-court interviews with Sue Barker were an
emotional finale, as Andy Murray acknowledged both the nation’s support and his own
desire to provide the elusive gentlemen’s singles title, which was now a 76-year wait. Serena
Williams captured the ladies’ singles title for the fifth time and followed that with a fifth
ladies’ doubles crown, with her sister. There was a surprise in the gentlemen’s doubles event
when the wild card pair of Jonathan Marray and Frederik Nielsen won the title, making
Marray the first British winner since 1936.

On Monday 23 July the Olympic Torch Relay passed through the All England Club,
the torch being carried by Andy Murray, who handed over to Venus Williams. The tennis
event took place from 28 July to 5 August and involved a total of 184 players competing in
the five events. In the men’s singles final Andy Murray avenged his Centre Court defeat to
Roger Federer a few weeks earlier, winning in straight sets to take the gold medal. Serena
Williams won the women’s gold medal.

A week of sun, interrupted by showers, was followed by cloudier skies and intermittent
drizzle, with occasional sunny periods.

2013

Prize money reached a record £22.6 million, an increase of 40 per cent from 2012, with the
winners of the Gentlemen’s and Ladies’ Singles Championship each receiving £1.6 million
compared with £1.15 million the year before. The Club also officially unveiled a new
Master Plan in which it set out its vision for the future of the Grounds.

The first week proved remarkably unpredictable on court as seven of the top 16 seeds in
the gentlemen’s singles and nine of the top 16 in the ladies’ Ssngles had been eliminated by
Thursday. There was also an unusually high number of players who withdrew, either before
or during a match, due to injury, often from slipping on grass that had been dampened by
the poor weather.

'The longest-ever gentlemen’s semi-final took place when Novak Djokovic beat Juan
Martin del Potro of Argentina over four hours and 43 minutes. The Ladies’ Singles
Championship was captured by Marion Bartoli, the third French lady to do so, when she
beat Sabine Lisicki of Germany in the final.

Joyous scenes were witnessed across the country as Andy Murray became the first
British player to win the Gentlemen’s Singles Championship for 77 years when he beat
Novak Djokovic of Serbia in the final. Under a scorching sun Murray won an incredibly
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tense match in three sets, falling to his knees in disbelief in the moment of victory. Bob and
Mike Bryan of the United States won the gentlemen’s doubles title for the third time and
in so doing became the holders of all four Major titles and an Olympic gold concurrently.

On 1 August the Club acquired the LTA’s 50 per cent shareholding in the All England
Lawn Tennis Ground plc, giving the Club sole ownership of the Grounds at Wimbledon.

The weather for the first week was generally damp, with some drizzle on the Thursday
and Friday. The following week continued in the same vein, except for the last three days
which were extremely warm and sunny.

2014

The normal availability of 19 courts was reduced by two to 17, owing to No.14 and No.15
Courts being out of action. The total attendance of 491,084 for the meeting was high,
resulting in the third-highest-ever figure. There was a small, but significant, change on Centre
Court when a small gate was installed in the players’ box. This meant that the new singles
champions could easily access and greet their family and team from the court without having
to clamber over numerous obstructions, dating back to Pat Cash’s win in 1987.

Prize money rose again, with the total for the meeting reaching £25 million, as the winners
of the gentlemen’s and ladies’ singles each received £1,760,000. In this case it was Novak
Djokovic of Serbia and Petra Kvitova of the Czech Republic, who both recaptured the
titles they had won in 2011. The gentlemen’s final between Djokovic and Roger Federer of
Switzerland was one of the event’s great matches, let alone finals, with extreme tension right
to the end of the gripping five-set match. The ladies’ final was, by comparison, disappointing
in that the contest lasted less than an hour, with Kvitova hitting such a rich vein of form that
Canada’s Eugenie Bouchard struggled to compete.

A generally warm and sunny Championship, marred by rain at the end of the first week,
the start of the second and on the last Saturday.

2015

For the first time since 1897, The Championships commenced a week later than usual, with
an extra week after Roland-Garros. This allowed for a longer grass court season, culminating
in The Championships, after the lengthy clay court swing. The reintroduction of No.14 and
No.15 Courts brought the total available back to 19.

In a fortnight of generally warm and sunny weather the temperature peaked at 35.7°C
(the hottest on record) on the first Wednesday. This spike caused a Ball Boy on No.17 Court
to collapse, requiring medical attention, as St John Ambulance also treated 170 spectators for
heat-related conditions. There were two occasions when the start of play on the outside courts
was delayed allowing all present in the Grounds to unite with the country’s one-minute
silence for those who had lost their lives in recent terrorist attacks.

Serena Williams won the Ladies’ Singles Championship for the sixth time, meaning she
held all four Majors for the second time in her career. At 33 years old she was also the oldest
ladies’ champion in the Open era. Novak Djokovic of Serbia registered his third Gentlemen’s
Singles Championship, once again defeating Roger Federer in the final. The ladies’ doubles
and mixed doubles titles were won by Martina Hingis of Switzerland, in partnership with
Sania Mirza and Leander Paes respectively, both from India. Hingis had captured the doubles
title 19 years earlier in 1996, which had then made her the youngest champion of all time.

A splendid two weeks of continuous warm and sunny weather only interrupted by short
showers in the second week.

2016

Before The Championships, the construction of a new centre at the Club’s Grounds in nearby
Raynes Park was completed, with six grass courts and six hard courts. The ground, known as

184 WIMBLEDON COMPENDIUM 2023



the All England Club Community Sports Ground, became the new home for the Wimbledon
Junior Tennis Initiative, also being used for the training of Ball Boys and Ball Girls in the
winter. The total attendance for the normal 13 days was 469,305, the lowest since 2007.

Poor weather in the first week once again necessitated a ‘Middle Sunday’, with the ticketing
being managed entirely online for the first time. 22,000 tickets were available online via the
Ticketmaster website, which were sold out in 27 minutes, as some 111,000 people applied.

New uniforms designed by Ralph Lauren were introduced for the Chair and Line
Umpires as well as the Ball Boys and Girls. The Wheelchair Doubles events introduced in
recent years were now matched by Ladies’and Gentlemen’s Singles disciplines.

'The Davis Cup trophy was on view to the public during the Championships, after the
British team had triumphed against Belgium the previous December.

Serena Williams retained her Ladies’ Singles Championship, bringing her tally up to
seven, and giving her a total of 22 Major titles, tying her with Stefli Graf in the Open era.
Andy Murray won the Gentlemen’s Singles Championship for the second time, defeating
Canada’s Milos Raonic in the final. For the first time, two French pairs, Pierre-Hugues
Herbert and Nicolas Mahut and Julien Benneteau and Edouard Roger-Vasselin contested
the gentlemen’s doubles final, with the former winning the title. The ladies’ doubles was won
by Serena and Venus Williams for the sixth time.

Immediately after The Championships the northern part of Aorangi Park was made a
restricted area and work started in earnest to provide a retractable roof for No.1 Court, to
bring it in line with the Centre Court.

Intermittent rain on several days of the first week caused a backlog of matches and led to
play on ‘Middle Sunday’. Conditions were mainly dry and warm, with occasional showers,
during the second week.

2017

For the first time since 1896 The Championships did not commence until July. This
was made possible two years earlier when the gap between Roland-Garros and The
Championships was extended from two to three weeks.

In other changes, the Qualifying event, staged in Roehampton, became ticketed, with all
funds raised donated to the Wimbledon Foundation. On site, the retractable roof project
took shape on No.1 Court, as the previous fixed roof was removed.

'The association between the Club and the BBC was commemorated by the celebration of
three anniversaries — 90 years of radio coverage, 80 years of television coverage and 50 years
of colour television coverage.

It was a momentous year on court as Switzerland’s resurgent Roger Federer captured
the Gentlemen’s Singles Championship for the eighth time, surpassing the total held by
William Renshaw and Pete Sampras. He also became the first man since 1976 to win the
title without dropping a set. Garbifie Muguruza of Spain, the runner-up of 2015, became
the new Ladies’ Singles Champion after defeating Venus Williams, back in the final after an
absence of eight years.

Lukasz Kubot of Poland and Marcelo Melo of Brazil became the first men from their
respective countries to win a Wimbledon title after they triumphed in an epic men’s doubles
final against Oliver Marach (Austria) and Mate Pavic (Croatia), lasting almost five hours.
'This meant that the ladies’ doubles final didn’t begin until 9:28pm. Somewhat incredibly, it
was finished by 10.24pm, as Ekatarina Makarova and Elena Vesnina of Russia beat Hao-
Ching Chan of Taipei and Monica Niculescu of Romania 6-0, 6-0. Great Britain’s Jamie
Murray repeated his feat of 10 years earlier of winning the mixed doubles, on this occasion
with Martina Hingis.

2017 marked the first year that H.R.H. The Duchess of Cambridge took her position as
the Club’s Patron, taking over from Her Majesty The Queen.
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The weather for the Fortnight was generally warm and sunny, with the latter half of the
first week quite hot, marred by drizzle on the first day and rain on the second Tuesday.

2018: 150th anniversary

The All England Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club celebrated its 150th anniversary, with
various events marking the occasion. Celebrating the Club’s origins as a croquet club,

the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum held a special exhibition looking at croquet’s
evolution through the ages. The year also marked 50 years of Open tennis and 125 years of
the Ladies’ Singles Championship.

The development of No.1 Court continued throughout the previous year, with a new
fixed roof in place, in preparation for the final stage — the retractable section — due for
completion before The Championships 2019. Prize money continued to rise substantially,
with the total for all events amounting to £34 million and the winners of the Gentlemen’s
and Ladies’ Singles Championships each receiving £2.25 million.

In technological advancements a first match was broadcast live via the AELTC’s global
broadcast partners and on wimébledon.com. Spectators in the Queue were able to pay for
their tickets using contactless and other card payments for the first time and free public
wi-fi was extended into the Queue and throughout the Grounds.

On court the main story was in the ladies’ singles as Serena Williams reached
the final 10 months after giving birth to her first baby. Ranked down at No.181 in
the world the seven-time Ladies’ Singles Champion was seeded No.25 but lost to
Angelique Kerber of Germany.

The story of the gentlemen’s singles revolved around the extraordinary length of
matches. In the first (and longest-ever) semi-final Kevin Anderson took six hours and 36
minutes to subdue 2010’s marathon man John Isner, the final set finishing 26-24. Novak
Djokovic and Rafael Nadal followed them on court, proceeding to play the second-
longest semi-final in Wimbledon history, taking five hours and 15 minutes. Djokovic
eventually won the match, which extended into Saturday and was played under the roof,
before returning the next day to defeat an exhausted Anderson and claim his fourth title.

2019

After a very wet early summer, nobody would have predicted that
2019 would produce one of the driest Championships on record.
Not a single minute of play was lost to rain during the Fortnight.
Nevertheless, the new No.1 Court retractable roof was called

into action on four occasions to allow matches to be completed
after dark. The roof had been officially tested in front of a capacity
crowd at the No.1 Court Celebration event in May. No.1 Court was
also the subject of Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum’s special

exhibition for 2019-2020.
Ground capacity was increased to 42,000 and the aggregate Z"

attendance for The Championships (500,397) totalled over half a =
million for just the second time in history.

Total prize money for The Championships increased to £38 million, an 11.8 per cent
increase on 2018. The ladies’and gentlemen’s singles champions each received £2.35 million.

Quad Wheelchair Singles and Doubles events were introduced to the programme for
the first time, Dylan Alcott of Australia winning the singles and teaming up with Great
Britain’s Andy Lapthorne to win the doubles.

Following the previous year’s interminable semi-final between Kevin Anderson and
John Isner, tie-breaks were introduced to decide any match reaching 12-12 in the final
set. The new rule was implemented on three occasions, including only once in singles.
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Remarkably, this just happened to be the gentlemen’s singles final between Roger
Federer and Novak Djokovic. After Federer failed to convert two championship points
on his own serve earlier in the set, it was Djokovic who prevailed in the deciding tie-
break and won the title for the fifth time. He received the Challenge Cup from HRH
The Duchess of Cambridge, the AELTC’s Patron, who was presenting the trophy for
the first time.

Despite his failure to clinch a ninth title, Federer did achieve two notable landmarks
during The Championships. He became the first man to win more than 100 singles matches
and he also surpassed Goran Ivanisevic’s record for most career aces at Wimbledon.

The gentlemen’s singles final was the longest in Wimbledon history, lasting four hours
and 57 minutes. By an amazing coincidence, the previous day’s gentlemen’s doubles
final had lasted exactly the same length of time. Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert Farah
became the first Colombians to win a Wimbledon title when they beat Nicolas Mahut
and Edouard Roger-Vasselin in five sets, the first four of which went to tie-breaks.

In the ladies’ singles final, Simona Halep of Romania played an almost flawless match,
making only three unforced errors in a 6-2, 6-2 victory over Serena Williams. Halep’s
performance was statistically the ‘cleanest’ final in recorded history and left Williams still
tantalisingly short of a record-equalling 24th Grand Slam title.

Earlier in the year, The All England Lawn Tennis Ground plc announced the issue
of 2520 Centre Court debentures for The Championships 2021-2025. The issue was
fully subscribed and raised £162.3 million (net of the nominal value, VAT and estimated
expenses). The proceeds will be used for AELTG’s capital investment in the continuing
development and improvement of the Grounds, including the No.1 Court Project, the
wider AELTC Master Plan and the acquisition of The Wimbledon Park Golf Club.

In December, Philip Brook retired after nine years as Club Chairman and was
succeeded by Ian Hewitt. One of Hewitt’s first acts was to appoint Sally Bolton as the
AELTCs first female Chief Executive. Following a period of handover, Bolton took over
from Richard Lewis on 1 August.

2020

For all the wrong reasons, 2020 was one of the most extraordinary years in Wimbledon
history. With the world in the grip of the deadly Covid-19 pandemic and the UK in
lockdown, it was announced on 1 April that the 134th Championships was cancelled.
Options for playing The Championships behind closed doors, or later in the year, had
been considered. However, in the end, cancellation, while regrettable, was the only realistic
decision. Fortunately, the AELTC had had the foresight, as long ago as 2003, to add
pandemic cover to its insurance policy, meaning that the AELTC’s financial position
remained secure despite the cancellation. Since the first Championships in 1877, the only
other times The Championships had not taken place were during the two world wars
(1915-1918 and 1940-1945).

In the absence of The Championships, the AELTC turned its attention to contributing
to the emergency response to the Covid-19 crisis. The AELT'C kitchen delivered 200
daily hot meals for three months for those in need in Merton and Wandsworth, and much
of the 2020 strawberry supply was donated to local hospitals. In addition, the 2020 balls
were donated to clubs, parks and schools across the UK and 2020 towels were donated
to charities supporting the homeless, including Crisis. The Wimbledon Foundation also
created a £1.2m Coronavirus Fund (later increased to £1.5m) to be distributed among
local and national charities.

Thanks to the insurance cover, it was possible to pay £10m in lieu of prize money
to the 620 players whose world ranking would have enabled them to gain entry to The
Championships 2020 by direct acceptance into the Main Draw or Qualifying event.
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Payments were also made to many of the officials who would have worked at The
Championships 2020.

In an effort to fill the gap left by The Championships, the AELTC launched its
‘Wimbledon Recreated’ campaign, providing tennis fans around the world with tennis
to watch and interact with across linear, digital and social media platforms during the
grass court season and the 2020 Wimbledon Fortnight. The centrepiece was “The Greatest
Championships’, a round-by-round re-telling of some of Wimbledon’s greatest matches,
made available across TV, digital and social media.

2021

The Championships made a much-anticipated return after a two-year absence. Due to
the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, crowds were initially limited to 50 per cent of normal
capacity. However, with the tournament being designated part of the UK government’s
Event Research Programme, limits were increased over the Fortnight, culminating in full
houses on Centre Court to witness the two singles finals.

To ensure the safety of players and spectators, a ‘Minimised Risk Environment’ was in
operation during The Championships. Players and their entourages, including those who
lived locally, were required to stay in official hotels and were not allowed to mix with the
general public.

No Public Ballot for tickets was held, ‘with those who had paid for tickets for the
cancelled Championships 2020 having their allocations carried over to 2022. Instead,
all tickets were sold online in the weeks leading up to The Championships. Neither
the traditional Queue nor Ticket Resale were in operation. Also absent from The
Championships 2021 were the Invitation Doubles events.

Throughout the Fortnight, Royal Box invitations and Centre Court tickets were
distributed to individuals and organisations who had contributed significantly in the
response to the pandemic as a ‘thank you’, with The Hill also featuring a ‘thank you’
message throughout the Fortnight.

For the first time, the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum was open for free to ticket
holders during The Championships. Visitors were able to enjoy the new temporary
exhibition celebrating the upcoming centenary: ‘Centre Court: 100 Years of Change’.

Novak Djokovic won his sixth gentlemen’s singles title, joining Roger Federer and
Rafael Nadal on 20 Grand Slam titles in the process. Ashleigh Barty was a popular
winner of the ladies’ singles, becoming the first Australian to take the title since Evonne
Goolagong Cawley in 1980.

The ladies’ doubles was won by Hsieh Su-Wei and Elise Mertens. It was Hsieh’s third
victory in the event, each with a different partner. The gentlemen’s doubles was won by the
Croatian pairing of Nikola Mektic and Mate Pavic.

The mixed doubles final featured three British players, with Neal Skupski and his
American partner, Desirae Krawczyk, defeating Joe Salisbury and Harriet Dart.

Following The Championships, HRH The Duke of Kent stood down as President of
the AELTC, a position he had held since 1969.

Later in the year, a new No.1 Court debenture issue, covering the period 2022 to 2026,
raised £46.875 million.
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2022

For the first time since 2019, The Championships took place without the need for
significant Covid-19 restrictions. Capacity around the Grounds returned to pre-pandemic
levels and the Queue and Ticket Resale also returned. The Wimbledon Public Ballot,
however, did not return, as tickets were allocated to those originally successful in the
ballot for the cancelled Championships 2020.

In a sign that the pandemic wasn't entirely over, several players missed The
Championships after testing positive for Covid-19, including former gentlemen’s singles
runners-up Matteo Berrettini and Marin Cilic.

Also missing were players from Russia and Belarus, who were excluded from The
Championships following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine (and the latter’s support of it). As a
result, the ATP and WTA withheld world ranking points from The Championships.

The format and scheduling of The Championships saw some significant changes. For
the first time, play was scheduled on Middle Sunday, meaning that the fourth round was
played over two days instead of one. The second Tuesday and Wednesday saw an even split
of gentlemen’s and ladies’ quarter-finals, and the mixed doubles final was brought forward
to the Thursday.

Other changes included the introduction of a 14-and-under event to complement
the Junior Championships and the doubling in size of the Quad Wheelchair draws. The
Invitation events, being played for the first time since 2019, also saw a change, with the
Gentlemen’s Senior Invitation Doubles being replaced by a Mixed Invitation Doubles event.

In a move to standardise the scoring system across the four Grand Slam tournaments,
the final set tiebreak rule was amended so that a first to 10 tiebreak would take place at six
games all.

Other innovations saw new umpires’ chairs on Centre and No.1 Courts, new umpires’
and Ball Boys’and Girls’ uniforms and a new central entrance for players onto Centre Court.
2022 saw the All England Club celebrate the centenary of its move from Worple Road
to the new Church Road Grounds. To mark the occasion, a special ceremony took place on

Centre Court before the start of play on Middle Sunday. Sue Barker and John McEnroe
introduced a parade of 26 former singles champions. Also honoured was Barker, who was
retiring after 30 years of presenting the BBC’s TV coverage of The Championships.

On the court, Novak Djokovic won his fourth consecutive gentlemen’s singles title, his
seventh in total, bringing him level with Pete Sampras and William Renshaw and just one
short of Roger Federer’s record. Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan won the ladies’ singles,
becoming the first player from her country to win a Grand Slam singles title.

Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina Siniakova won the ladies’ doubles for the second
time, four years after their first victory, and Neal Skupski and Desirae Krawczyk retained
the mixed doubles title they had won in 2021. The gentlemen’s doubles was won by the
Australian pair Matthew Ebden and Max Purcell.

In December 2022, AELTC Chairman Ian Hewitt indicated his intention to retire
following The Championships 2023.

WIMBLEDON YEAR-BY-YEAR 189



i
WAS PLAYED ON NO. 18 COURT
22nD - 2471 JUNE 2010

JOHN ISNER (USA) BEAT NICOLAS MAHUT (FRA)
6-4 3-6 6-7(7-9) 7-6(7-3) 70-68




RECORDS AND
STATISTICS




he keeping of a record of important and pertinent facts about The

Championships has been the life’s work of many, but none more

so than Alan Little, the creator of this book, and John Barrett, the

author of Wimbledon: The Official History. In tribute to them both,
we have endeavoured to ensure that all the records and statistics captured
so painstakingly are presented in one place to ensure maximum usability.

For further facts and figures, including the completed draws of every

Championships since 1877, please visit wimbledon.com.

Firsts at Wimbledon

'The following is a list of Championships ‘firsts’ (for further information refer to Wimbledon Year-by-Year

on page 134).

Automobile Association * Car parking
Aorangi Park * Use during The Championships
Ball Girls
Balls * Ayres
* Slazenger
* Yellow

Centre Court retractable roof

Chairs provided on court

Championships « All five titles retained
* At Church Road
* No player used a wooden racket
» Official artist

Double-handed shots * Gentleman
* Lady
Dress * Gentleman wearing shorts

* Gentleman on Centre Court wearing shorts
* Lady without stockings
* Lady on Centre Court without stockings
* Lady on Centre Court wearing shorts
* Player on Centre Court wearing glasses
* Predominantly in white
* Almost entirely in white
Hawk-Eye electronic line-calling system
Honorary Stewards
Junior Events
Last Eight Club

Net Cord monitor

Overseas Competitors * Gentlemen’s events
* Ladies’ events
Overseas Singles Champions * Gentleman
* Lady
Park and Ride
Partners, official * Ambre Solaire
* American Express
* Babolat
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1927
1982
1977
1879
1902
1986
2009
1975
1984
1922
1988
2006
1911
1960
1930
1933
1927
1931
1934
1931
1963
1995
2007
1927
1947
1986
1991
1884
1900
1907
1905
1995
2007
2004
2022



Play

Prize Money

Programme

Public Services

* Barclays

* Blossom Hill

* Buxton

* Coca-Cola

* Evian

* G4S

* Hiagen-Dazs

* Hertz

*« HSBC

« IBM

* Jaguar

* Lanson

* Lavazza

* Loseley

* Jacob’s Creek

* Nescafe

+ OPPO

* Philips

* Pimm’s

* Ralph Lauren

* Robinsons

* Rolex

* Sipsmith

* Slazenger

* Sony

* Stella Artois

* Vodafone

* Walls

* Gentlemen’s Singles

* Gentlemen’s Doubles

* Ladies’ Singles

* Ladies’ Doubles

* Mixed Doubles

* On a Sunday

* Scheduled on a Sunday (13 days)

* On Middle Sunday

* Scheduled on Middle Sunday (14 days)

* Scheduled start at 12.30pm

* Scheduled start at Noon

* Scheduled start at 11.30am

* Scheduled start at 11.00am

* Introduced

* Equal, Gentlemen and Ladies

* Card

* Stapled book

* Programme Publications Ltd.
associated with production

* Player biographies

* Bank

* Chemist shop

* Newsagents
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2023
2007
2001
1975
2008
1998
2016
1995
2008
1990
2015
2001
2011
2003
2011
1999
2019
1978
2017
2006
1934
1978
2021
1902
2011
2014
2022
2000
1877
1884
1884
1913
1913
1972
1982
1991
2022
1983
1992
2012
2019
1968
2007
1877
1924

1947
1977
1930
1988
1994
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* Picnic area 1979

* Post Office (mobile) 1939
* Seat cushions 1924
Qualifying competition 1925
Radio broadcast 1927
Radio Wimbledon 1992
Retractable roof * Centre Court 2009
* No.1 Court 2019
Royalty * British 1907
* Overseas 1895
* Queen Elizabeth 1957
St. John Ambulance 1907
Scoreboards * Electric 1929
Seeding * Simple form 1924
* Full 1927
Service line monitors (Cyclops) 1980
Service personnel 1946
Singles final * Toss of coin (charities) 2000
* Interviews on court 2000
Television large screen * Aorangi Park 1990
* Southern end of grounds 2001
Television transmission * Black and white 1937
* Colour 1967
Tickets * Admission reduction after 5pm 1932
* All-seated Centre Court 1990
* Price differential for Centre Court 1979
* Public ballot for Centre Court 1924

* Public ballot for Centre Court and
No.1 Court combined 1980
* Rain, no play — priority next year 1988
* Rain, no play — cash refund 1992
Tie-break scoring * 8 games all 1971
* 6 games all 1979
* 12 games all (final set) 2019
* 6 games all (final set) 2022
Trophies * Presentation on Centre Court 1949
* Replicas 1949
Umpires * Lady umpiring on No.1 Court 1979
* Lady umpiring on Centre Court 1981
* Lady umpiring final on Centre Court 1984
* Presented on Centre Court 1962
* Presented with medals on Centre Court 1995
‘Website 1995
Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum 1977
Women’s Royal Voluntary Service * Information desks 1950
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Championship Records

WINNERS OF MOST GENTLEMEN'’S SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS

8 R. Federer (SUI) 2003-2007, 2009, 2012,2017
7 W.C. Renshaw (BRI) 1881-1886, 1889

7 P. Sampras (USA) 1993-1995, 1997-2000

7 N. Djokovic (SRB) 2011, 2014, 2015, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2022
5 H.L. Doherty (BRI) 1902-1906

5 B.R.Borg (SWE) 1976-1980

4 R.F. Doherty (BRI) 1897-1900

4 A.F. Wilding (NZL) 1910-1913

4 R.G. Laver (AUS) 1961, 1962, 1968, 1969

3 W. Baddeley (BRI) 1891,1892, 1895

3 AW. Gore (BRI) 1901, 1908, 1909

3 W.T. Tilden (USA) 1920, 1921, 1930

3 FJ. Perry (GBR) 1934-1936

3 J.D. Newcombe (AUS) 1967,1970,1971

3 J.P. McEnroe (USA) 1981, 1983, 1984

3 B.F. Becker (GER) 1985, 1986, 1989

WINNERS OF MOST GENTLEMEN’S DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS

9 T.A. Woodbridge (AUS) 1993-1997, 2000, 2002-2004
8 H.L. Doherty (BRI)} 1897-1901, 1903-1905
8 R.F. Doherty (BRI)

WINNERS OF MOST LADIES’ SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS

9 M. Navratilova (USA) 1978,1979, 1982-1987, 1990

8 FLN. Wills/Moody (USA)  1927-1930, 1932, 1933, 1935, 1938

7 D.K. Douglass/Chambers (BRI)  1903,1904,1906,1910, 1911,1913, 1914
7 S.M. Graf (GER) 1988, 1989, 1991-1993, 1995, 1996

7 S.J. Williams (USA) 2002, 2003, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2015, 2016
6 B. Bingley/Hillyard (BRI) 1886, 1889, 1894, 1897, 1899, 1900

6 S.R.F. Lenglen (FRA) 1919-1923,1925

6 B.J. King (USA)  1966-1968, 1972,1973,1975

5 C.Dod (BRI) 1887,1888,1891-1893

5 C.R. Cooper/Sterry (BRI) 1895, 1896, 1898, 1901, 1908

5 V.E.S. Williams (USA) 2000, 2001, 2005, 2007, 2008

4 A.L.Brough (USA) 1948-1950, 1955

3 M.E.A. Bueno (BRA)  1959,1960, 1964

3 M.C. Connolly (USA) 1952-1954

3 M. Smith/Court (AUS) 1963, 1965,1970

3 C.M. Evert/Lloyd (USA) 1974,1976,1981
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WINNER OF MOST LADIES’ DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS

12 E.M.Ryan (USA)  1914,1919-1923,1925-1927,
1930, 1933, 1934

WINNERS OF MOST MIXED DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS

GENTLEMEN

4 O.K. Davidson (AUS) 1967,1971,1973, 1974

4 K.N. Fletcher (AUS) 1963, 1965, 1966, 1968

4 E.V. Seixas (USA) 1953-1956

LADIES

7 E.M. Ryan (USA) 1919,1921, 1923, 1927, 1928,

1930, 1932

WINNERS OF MOST SINGLES, DOUBLES AND MIXED DOUBLES
CHAMPIONSHIPS

GENTLEMEN

13 H.L. Doherty (BRI) 5 singles, 8 doubles, 1897-1906

LADIES

20 B.J. Mofhitt/King (USA) 6 singles, 10 doubles, 4 mixed,
1961-1979

20 M. Navratilova (TCH/USA) 9 singles, 7 doubles, 4 mixed, 1976-2003

19 E.M. Ryan (USA) 12 doubles, 7 mixed, 1914-1934

WINNERS OF SINGLES, DOUBLES AND MIXED DOUBLES
CHAMPIONSHIPS IN ONE YEAR

GENTLEMEN

1937  ].D.Budge (USA)
1938 J.D.Budge (USA)
1939  R.L.Riggs (USA)
1952  F.A.Sedgman (AUS)
LADIES

1920 S.R.F.Lenglen (FRA)
1922 S.R.F. Lenglen (FRA)
1925 S.R.F. Lenglen (FRA)
1939  A.Marble (USA)
1948  A.L.Brough (USA)
1950 A.L.Brough (USA)
1951 D.J.Hart (USA)
1967 L.W.King (USA)
1973  L.W.King (USA)
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RUNNERS-UP OF SINGLES, DOUBLES AND MIXED DOUBLES
CHAMPIONSHIPS IN ONE YEAR

GENTLEMEN
1926 H.O. Kinsey (USA)
1946  G.E.Brown™* (AUS)

Notes: * G.E. Brown never lost a set in the three events until the finals.

LADIES

1948 D.J. Hart (USA)
1971 M. Court (AUS)
1977 B.F. Stove (NED)

WINNERS OF GENTLEMEN'’S SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP WITHOUT
LOSS OF A SET (Since abolition of Challenge Round in 1922)

Sets Games
1938  J.D.Budge (USA) 21-0 129-48
1955 M.A.Trabert (USA) 21-0 131-60
1963 C.R.McKinley (USA) 21-0 140-82
1976 B.R.Borg (SWE) 21-0 133-70
2017 R.Federer (SUI) 20-0 122-74

Notes: In 1947 J.A. Kramer (USA) lost one set but conceded fewer games than those listed above —
Sets 21-1, Games 130-37.

WINNERS OF GENTLEMEN’S DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP
WITHOUT LOSS OF A SET (Since abolition of Challenge Round in 1922)

Sets Games
1947  R.Falkenburg and J.A. Kramer (USA) 18-0 115-59
1967 R.A.J. Hewitt and ED. McMillan (RSA) 18-0 120-61

WINNERS OF LADIES’ SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP WITHOUT LOSS
OF A SET (Since abolition of Challenge Round in 1922)

Sets Games

1922 S.R.F.Lenglen (FRA) 12-0 75-20
1923  S.R.F.Lenglen (FRA) 12-0 72-11
1925 S.R.F.Lenglen (FRA) 10-0 60-5

1928 H.N.Wills (USA) 12-0 72-18
1929  H.N.Wills (USA) 12-0 72-16
1930 H.N.Moody (USA) 12-0 72-19
1932 H.N.Moody (USA) 12-0 72-13
1938  H.N. Moody (USA) 12-0 81-47
1939  A.Marble (USA) 12-0 72-21
1946  PM. Betz (USA) 12-0 72-20
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Sets Games

1947 M.E. Osborne (USA) 12-0 73-31
1951 D.J. Hart (USA) 14-0 86-34
1953  M.C. Connolly (USA) 12-0 75-19
1954 M.C. Connolly (USA) 12-0 73-19
1955 A.L.Brough (USA) 12-0 77-28
1957 A.Gibson (USA) 12-0 72-30
1962  K.J. Susman (USA) 14-0 93-55
1965 M. Smith (AUS) 12-0 73-21
1967 B.J.King (USA) 10-0 63-28
1981 C.M. Evert-Lloyd (USA) 14-0 85-26
1983 M. Navratilova (USA) 14-0 85-25
1984 M. Navratilova (USA) 13-0 80-35
1986 M. Navratilova (USA) 14-0 85-34
1990 M. Navratilova (USA) 14-0 84-29
1999  L.A.Davenport (USA) 14-0 86-37
2002  S.J. Williams (USA) 14-0 87-43
2008 V.E.S. Williams (USA) 14-0 89-50
2010  S.J. Williams (USA) 14-0 88-41
2013  M.S. Bartoli (FRA) 14-0 88-48

WINNERS OF LADIES’ DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP WITHOUT LOSS
OF A SET (Since abolition of Challenge Round in 1922)

Sets Games
1922 S.R.F. Lenglen (FRA) and E.M. Ryan (USA) 10-0 61-14
1923  S.R.F.Lenglen (FRA) and E.M. Ryan (USA) 10-0 60-11
1924 H.V.Wightman and H.N. Wills (USA) 8-0 50-28
1925 S.R.F.Lenglen (FRA) and E.M. Ryan (USA) 12-0 72-16
1927  E.M. Ryan and H.N. Wills (USA) 12-0 72-26
1930 H.N.Moody and E.M. Ryan (USA) 12-0 75-21
1949  A.L.Brough and M.E. DuPont (USA) 10-0 63-23
1951 SJ.Fry and D.J. Hart (USA) 10-0 67-23
1952 SJ.Fry and D.J. Hart (USA) 10-0 63-23
1953 SJ.Fry and D.J. Hart (USA) 8-0 48-40
1957 A.Gibson and D.R. Hard (USA) 10-0 62-23
1958 M.E.A. Bueno (BRA) and A. Gibson (USA) 10-0 61-24
1961 K.J. Hantze and B.J. Moffitt (USA) 10-0 63-26
1963 M.E.A.Bueno (BRA) and D.R. Hard (USA) 10-0 68-32
1964 M. Smith and L.R. Turner (AUS) 10-0 61-18
1965 M.E.A.Bueno (BRA) and B.J. Moffitt (USA) 10-0 61-23
1969 M. Court and J.A.M. Tegart (AUS) 10-0 63-28
1970  R. Casals and B.J. King (USA) 10-0 62-28
1986 M. Navratilova and P.H. Shriver (USA) 10-0 61-29
1999  L.A.Davenport and C.M. Morariu (USA) 12-0 75-38
2001 L.M. Raymond (USA) and R.P. Stubbs (AUS) 12-0 74-31
2005 C.C.Black (ZIM) and L. Huber (RSA) 12-0 73-22
2008 S.J.Williams and V.E.S. Williams (USA) 12-0 72-29
2009  S.J. Williams and V.E.S. Williams (USA) 12-0 74-31
2019  S-W. Hsieh (TPE) and B. Strycova (CZE) 12-0 73-36
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WINNERS OF MIXED DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP WITHOUT LOSS
OF A SET (Since abolition of Challenge Round in 1922)

Sets Games
1922 H. O’Hara Wood (AUS) and S.R.F. Lenglen (FRA) 12-0 72-25
1923 R. Lycett (GBR) and E.M. Ryan (USA) 12-0 79-50
1926 L.A. Godfree and K. Godfree (GBR) 12-0 73-30
1927  F.T.Hunter and E.M. Ryan (USA) 12-0 78-37
1933  G.von Cramm and H. Krahwinkel (GER) 12-0 78-43
1938  ].D.Budge and A. Marble (USA) 12-0 74-30
1953  E.V. Seixas and D.J. Hart (USA) 12-0 77-33
1963  K.N.Fletcher and M. Smith (AUS) 12-0 81-43
1972 1. Nastase (ROM) and R. Casals (USA) 12-0 76-38
2005 M.S.Bhupathi (IND) and M.C. Pierce (FRA) 12-0 75-41
2011 J.Melzer (AUT) and 1. Benesova (CZE) 8-0 48-27
2015 L.A.Paes (IND) and M. Hingis (SUI) 10-0 60-22
2017  J.R.Murray (GBR) and M. Hingis (SUI) 10-0 61-33

WINNERS OF GENTLEMEN’S SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP LOSING
MOST SETS

1949  F.R. Schroeder (USA) 8
1985 B.F.Becker (GER) 8

Notes: The record for the event is 10, lost by runner-up, J.R. Borotra (FRA), in 1927.

WINNERS OF GENTLEMEN’S DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP
LOSING MOST SETS

2022 M. Ebden and M.Purcell (AUS)

1963 R.H. Osuna and A. Palafox (MEX)

1977 R.L.Case and G. Masters (AUS)

2017 L. Kubot (POL) and M.P.D. Melo (BRA)
2018 M.C.Bryan and J.E. Sock (USA)

0 o0 0 0 =

Notes: The record for the event is 12, lost by runners-up, PH. Cash and P.F. McNamee (AUS), in 1984.

WINNER OF LADIES’ SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP LOSING
MOST SETS

1994 1.C.Martinez (ESP) 4

WINNERS OF LADIES’ DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP LOSING
MOST SETS

1980 K.Jordan and A.E. Smith (USA) 4
2018  B.Krejcikova and K. Siniakova (CZE) 4

RECORDS AND STATISTICS 199



WINNERS OF MIXED DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP LOSING

MOST SETS

1981 E.D.McMillan (RSA) and B.F. Stove (NED) 5

SINGLES CHAMPIONS AT FIRST ATTEMPT

GENTLEMEN

1877 S.W. Gore
1878 P.F. Hadow
1879  ].T. Hartley
1919  G.L. Patterson
1920 W.T.Tilden
1932 H.E.Vines
1939  R.L.Riggs
1949  F.R. Schroeder
1951  R. Savitt

LADIES
(BRI) 1884 M.E.E. Watson (BRI)
(BRI)* 1887 C.Dod (BRI)*
(BRI) 1905 M.G. Sutton (USA)
(AUS) 1919 S.R.F. Lenglen (FRA)*
(USA) 1946 P.M. Betz (USA)*
(USA) 1952 M.C. Connolly (USA)*
(USA)*
(USA)*
(USA)

Notes: * These Champions were unbeaten in singles at any time. P.F. Hadow and P.M. Betz never

lost a set.

ELIMINATION OF HOLDER OR NO.1 SEED IN OPENING MATCH
OF GENTLEMEN’S SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP

1967 M.M. Santana

2003 L.G.Hewitt

(ESP) Holder and No.1 seed: lost in first round to
C.M. Pasarell (USA) 10-8 6-3 2-6 8-6
(AUS) Holder and No.1 seed: lost in first round to

I. Karlovic (CRO) 1-6 7-6 (7-5) 6-3 6-4

ELIMINATION OF HOLDER OR NO.1 SEED IN OPENING MATCH OF
LADIES’ SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP

1962 M. Smith

1994 S.M. Graf

1999 M. Hingis

2001 M. Hingis

200

(AUS) No.1 seed: lost in second round (first
round bye) to B.J. Mofhitt (USA)
1-6 6-3 7-5

(GER) Holder and No.1 seed: lost in first
round to L.M. McNeil (USA) 7-5
7-6 (7-5)

(SUI) No.1 seed: lost in first round to
J. Dokic (AUS) 6-2 6-0

(SuI) No.1 seed: lost in first round to
V. Ruano Pascual (ESP) 6-4 6-2
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SINGLES CHAMPIONS NOT DEFENDING TITLE

GENTLEMEN

Year Champion
1879 PF.Hadow
1887 W.C. Renshaw
1891  WJ. Hamilton
1895 J.Pim

1907 H.L. Doherty
1908 N.E. Brookes
1922  W.T.Tilden
1923  G.L. Patterson
1924 W.M. Johnston
1926  J.R. Lacoste
1929  J.R. Lacoste
1931 W.T.Tilden
1937  FJ. Perry

1939  J.D.Budge
1946  R.L.Riggs
1948  J.A.Kramer
1950 F.R. Schroeder
1953 FA. Sedgman
1956  M.A.Trabert
1958 L.A.Hoad
1959  AlJ.Cooper
1960 A.R.Olmedo
1963 R.G. Laver
1972 ].D. Newcombe
1973  S.R.Smith
2002  G.S. Ivanisevic

2009 R.Nadal
LADIES

Year Champion
1889 C.Dod

1890  B. Hillyard
1891 H.B.G. Rice
1894 C.Dod

1895  B.Hillyard
1898  B. Hillyard
1903 M.E. Robb
1908 M.G. Sutton
1909 C.R.Sterry
1912 D.K. Chambers
1913 E.W. Larcombe
1931  H.N.Moody
1932 C.Aussem
1934  H.N. Moody
1936 H.N.Moody
1938 D.E.Round
1939  H.N.Moody

Reason

Did not travel from Ceylon
Injured - tennis elbow

Illness — blood poisoning
Retired from game
Semi-retired

Did not travel from Australia
Did not travel from USA

Did not travel from Australia
Did not travel from USA
Illness — chest ailment

Pressure of business

Turned professional

Turned professional

Turned professional

Turned professional

Turned professional

Restricted play due to business commitments
Turned professional

Turned professional

Turned professional

Turned professional

Turned professional

Turned professional

ITF ban on WCT professionals
ATP boycott

Recovering from operation on left shoulder
Injured — tendinitis of the knees

Reason

Bored with Tennis
Expecting first child
Retired from game
Retired from game
Expecting second child
Below form

Retired from game

Did not travel from USA
Illness

Not match fit following birth of second child

Injured — struck by ball the day before Challenge Round.

Resting from overseas tours
Illness — appendicitis operation
Unfit following long illness
Resting from overseas tour
Semi-retired after marriage
Retired from game
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LADIES (continued)

Year Champion Reason

1946 A.Marble Turned professional

1947 P.M.Betz Turned professional

1955 M.C. Connolly Injured — broken leg

1957 SJ.Fry Retired from game following marriage
1959  A. Gibson Turned professional

1961 M.E.A. Bueno Illness — jaundice

1963  K.J. Susman Expecting first child

1970  A.S.Jones Retired from game

1976  B.J.King Retired from singles play

1981 E.F. Cawley Rested following birth of second child
1997  S.M. Graf Injured — knee

2014  M.S. Bartoli Retired from game

2017 S.J. Williams Expecting first child

2021  S.Halep Injured — Calf

2022 A.Barty Retired from game

Right: Lottie Dod (
is one of the few
women who elected
not to defend her
ladies’ singles title

1877 Wimbledon Centenary 1977

CHAMPIONS WHO WON FROM MATCH POINT DOWN

1889 Gentlemen’s Singles — All Comers’ Final
W.C. Renshaw (BRI) bt. H.S. Barlow (BRI) 3-6 5-7 8-6 10-8 8-6, after being six match points down in
the fourth set, two at 2-5, two at 3-5 and two at 6-7.

1889 Ladies’ Singles — All Comers’ Final
B. Hillyard (BRI) bt. H.B.G. Rice (BRI) 4-6 8-6 6-4, after being three match points down in the second
set at 3-5.

1895 Gentlemen’s Singles — All Comers’ Final
W. Baddeley (BRI) bt. W.V. Eaves (BRI) 4-6 2-6 8-6 6-2 6-3, after being one match point down in the
third set at 5-6.

1901 Gentlemen’s Singles — All Comers’ Quarter-final

AW. Gore (BRI) bt. G.W. Hillyard (BRI) 6-1 2-6 4-6 8-6 6-2, after being two match points down in the
fourth set at 4-5.
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1919 Ladies’ Singles — Challenge Round
S.R.F. Lenglen (FRA) bt. D.K. Chambers (BRI) 10-8 4-6 9-7, after being two match points down in the
third set at 5-6.

1921 Gentlemen’s Singles — Challenge Round
W.T. Tilden (USA) bt. B.I.C. Norton (RSA) 4-6 2-6 6-1 6-0 7-5, after being two match points down in
the fifth set at 4-5.

1926 Ladies’ Doubles — Second Round
M.K. Browne and E.M. Ryan (USA) bt. S.R.F. Lenglen and D. Vlasto (FRA) 3-6 9-7 6-2, after being

three match points down in the second set at 6-7.

1927 Gentlemen’s Singles — Final
H.J. Cochet (FRA) bt.J.R. Borotra (FRA) 4-6 4-6 6-3 6-4 7-5, after being six match points down in the
fifth set, one at 2-5 and five at 3-5.

1927 Gentlemen’s Doubles — Final
F.T. Hunter and W.T. Tilden (USA) bt. J. Brugnon and H.J. Cochet (FRA) 1-6 4-6 8-6 6-3 6-4, after being
two match points down in the third set at 4-5.

1932 Ladies’ Doubles — First Round
D.E. Metaxa (FRA) and J. Sigart (BEL) bt. G.M. Heeley and W.A. James (GBR) 2-6 6-4 7-5, after being
three match points down in the third set at 2-5.

1935 Ladies’ Singles — Final
H.N. Moody (USA) bt. H.H. Jacobs (USA) 6-3 3-6 7-5, after being one match point down in the third
set at 3-5.

1935 Gentlemen’s Doubles — Final
J.H. Crawford and A.K. Quist (AUS) bt. W.L. Allison and J. Van Ryn (USA) 6-3 5-7 6-2 5-7 7-5, after
being one match point down in the fifth set at 4-5.

1947 Ladies’ Doubles — Final
D.J. Hart and M.P. Todd (USA) bt. A.L. Brough and M.E. Osborne (USA) 3-6 6-4 7-5, after being three
match points down in the third set at 3-5.

1948 Gentlemen’s Singles — Final
R. Falkenburg (USA) bt. J.E. Bromwich (AUS) 7-5 0-6 6-2 3-6 7-5, after being three match points down
in the fifth set at 3-5.

1949 Gentlemen’s Singles — Quarter-final
F.R. Schroeder (USA) bt. F.A. Sedgman (AUS) 3-6 6-8 6-3 6-2 9-7, after being two match points down
in the fifth set, one at 4-5 and one at 5-6.

1954 Ladies’ Doubles — Final
A.L. Brough and M.E. duPont (USA) bt. SJ. Fry and D.J. Hart (USA) 4-6 9-7 6-3, after being two

match points down in the second set at 3-5.
1960 Gentlemen’s Singles — Quarter-final

N.A. Fraser (AUS) bt. E.H. Buchholz (USA) 4-6 6-3 4-6 15-15 ret'd, after being five match points down
in the fourth set, one at 4-5, two at 5-6 and two at 13-14.
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1960 Mixed Doubles — Final
R.G. Laver (AUS) and D.R. Hard (USA) bt. R.N. Howe (AUS) and M.E.A. Bueno (BRA) 13-11 3-6
8-6, after being three match points down in the third set at 4-5.

1976 Mixed Doubles — Final
A.D. Roche (AUS) and F. Durr (FRA) bt. R.L. Stockton and R. Casals (USA) 6-3 2-6 7-5, after being
one match point down in the third set at 4-5.

1978 Ladies’ Doubles — Final
K.A. Reid and W.M. Turnbull (AUS) bt. M. Jausovec (YUG) and V. Ruzici (ROM) 4-6 9-8 (12-10) 6-3,

after being two match points down in the second set tie break.

1980 Mixed Doubles — Final
J.R. Austin and T.A. Austin (USA) bt. M.R. Edmondson and D.L. Fromholtz (AUS) 4-6 7-6 (8-6) 6-3,

after being three match points down in the second set, one at 4-5 and two in the tie break.

1985 Mixed Doubles — Semi-final
PF. McNamee (AUS) and M. Navratilova (USA) bt. S.E. Davis and B. (H.E.) Nagelsen (USA) 6-7 (4-7)
7-5 23-21, after being two match points down, one in the second set at 4-5 and one in the third set at 6-7.

1986 Gentlemen’s Doubles — Quarter-final

J.K. Nystrom and M.A.O. Wilander (SWE) bt. K.E. Flach and R.A. Seguso (USA) 3-6 4-6 7-6 (8-6) 6-4
11-9, after being six match points down, four in the third set, three at 4-5 and one in the tie-break and
two in the fifth set at 4-5.

1988 Ladies’ Doubles — Final
S.M. Graf (GER) and G.B. Sabatini (ARG) bt. L.I. Savchenko and N.M. Zvereva (URS) 6-3 1-6 12-10,
after being two match points down in the third set at 4-5.

1989 Gentlemen’s Doubles — First Round
J.B. Fitzgerald (AUS) and A.P. Jarryd (SWE) bt. M.W. Anger and M. Davis (USA) 6-7 (3-7) 6-4 6-4 4-6
18-16, after being one match point down in the fifth set at 10-11.

1989 Mixed Doubles — Quarter-final
J.R.Pugh (USA) and J. Novotna (TCH) bt. D. Wheaton and M.J. Fernandez (USA) 2-6 6-4 9-7, after
being one match point down in the third set at 6-7.

1991 Mixed Doubles — Semi-final
J.B. Fitzgerald and E.M. Smylie (AUS) bt. C.J. Van Rensburg and E. Reinach (RSA) 7-5 3-6 7-5, after
being one match point down in the third set at 4-5.

1992 Gentlemen’s Doubles — Final
J.P. McEnroe (USA) and M.D. Stich (GER) bt. J.F. Grabb and R.A. Reneberg (USA) 5-7 7-6 (7-5) 3-6
7-6 (7-5) 19-17, after being two match points down in the fifth set at 6-7.

1992 Ladies’ Doubles — Semi-final

B.C. Fernandez (USA) and N.M. Zvereva (CIS) bt. A.I.LM. Sanchez Vicario (ESP) and H. Sukova
(TCH) 6-1 6-7 (2-7) 7-5, after being one match point down in the third set at 4-5.
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1996 Mixed Doubles — Second Round
C. Suk and H. Sukova (CZE) bt. P. Tramacchi and R.P. Stubbs (AUS) 5-7 7-6 (7-3) 6-2, after being one

match point down in the second set at 4-5.

2001 Gentlemen’s Doubles — Quarter-final
D.J. Johnson and J.E. Palmer (USA) bt. J.M. Balcells (ESP) and S. Schalken (NED) 3-6 6-7 (5-7) 7-6
(7-5) 7-6 (8-6) 6-4, after being four match points down in the fourth set at 5-6.

2004 Mixed Doubles — Third Round
‘W.H. Black and C.C. Black bt. L.A. Paes (IND) and M. Navratilova (USA) 7-6 (9-7) 6-7(5-7) 13-11,
after being two match points down in the third set at 4-5.

2004 Mixed Doubles — Final
W.H. Black and C.C. Black (ZIM) bt. T.A. Woodbridge and A. Molik (AUS) 3-6 7-6(10-8) 6-4, after

being six match points down in the second set tie-break.

2005 Ladies’ Singles — Final
V.E.S. Williams (USA) bt. L.A. Davenport (USA) 4-6 7-6 (7-4) 9-7, after being one match point down
in the third set at 4-5.

2009 Ladies’ Singles — Semi-final
S.J. Williams (USA) bt. E. Dementieva (RUS) 6-7 (4-7) 7-5 8-6, after being one match point down in the
third set at 4-5.

2014 Ladies’ Doubles — Second Round
S. Errani and R. Vinci (ITA) bt. L. Kichenok and N. Kichenok (UKR), 5-7 7-6 (12-10) 6-1, after being

five match points down in the second set tie-break.

2019 Gentlemen’s Singles — Final
N. Djokovic (SRB) bt. R. Federer (SUI) 7-6 (7-5) 1-6 7-6 (7-4) 4-6 13-12 (7-3), after being two match
points down in the fifth set at 7-8.

2021 Ladies’ Doubles — Final
S-W. Hsieh (TPE) and E. Mertens (BEL) bt. V. Kudermetova and E. Vesnina (RUS) 3-6 7-5 9-7 after
being two match points down in the second set at 5-4.

2022 Gentlemen’s Doubles — First Round
M. Ebden and M. Purcell (AUS) bt. A. Goransson (SWE) and B.McLachlan (JPN) 6-7 (5-7) 4-6 6-3
6-4 7-6 (10-8) after being three match points down in the final set at 4-5 (0-40).

2022 Gentlemen’s Doubles — Semi-final

M. Ebden and M. Purcell (AUS) bt. R. Ram (USA) and J. Salisbury (GBR) 3-6 6-7 (1-7) 7-6 (11-9) 6-4
6-2 after being five match points down in the third set tie-break (4-6, 5-6, 6-7, 7-8, 8-9).
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Player Nationality Records

FIRST NON-BRITISH PLAYERS TO COMPETE AT THE
CHAMPIONSHIPS UP TO 1914

GENTLEMEN
1884 USA

1901 New Zealand
1902  Belgium

1905  Australia
1905 Denmark
1905  South Africa
1906  Germany
1907  Austria

1907 Canada
1908  France

1908 India

1909  Argentina

1910  Netherlands

1911 Traly
1913  Switzerland

J. Dwight, R.D. Sears,
A.L. Rives

H.A. Parker

P. de Borman,

W. Lemaine

N.E. Brookes, A.W.
Dunlop, B. Murphy
E. Larson, T. Hillerup
H.A. Kitson

R.E. Lalberer,

L. Kalenkampf,

R. Schomburgk
R.Zinzl,

C. van Wessley
R.B. Powell

M. Germot

Sirdar Nihal Singh
E. Knight,

H.B. Knight

B.J. Pfleiderer,

R.A. Pfleiderer

C. de Martino

A.C. Simon

LADIES

1900 U.S.A
1907  Austria
1907 Canada
1909  Norway
1910 Denmark
1912 Belgium
1912  France
1913 Germany

M. Jones

M. Klima, W. Klima
V. Summerhayes

M. Bjurstedt

C. Castenschiold

J. Liebrechts

M. Decugis

M. Rieck

FIRST PLAYERS TO WIN A CHAMPIONSHIP EVENT
BY NATIONALITY

GENTLEMEN
1877  British Isles
1907  Australia
1907 New Zealand
1911  France

1920 USA

1923 Gt.Britain
1932 Spain

1933 Germany
1934 Japan

1949  South Africa
1954 Egypt

1958  Sweden

1960  Mexico
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S.W. Gore (S)
N.E. Brookes (S, D)
A F. Wilding (D)
M.O. Decugis (D)
A.H. Gobert (D)
W.T.Tilden (S)

R. Lycett (D, M)
E.G. Maier (M)

G. Von Cramm

R. Miki (M)

E.W. Sturgess (M)
J. Drobny (S)

E.V. Davidson (D)
U.C.J. Schmidt (D)
R.H. Osuna (D)

LADIES
1884  British Isles M.E.E.Watson (S)
1905 USA M.G. Sutton (S)

1919  France
1924  Gt. Britain
1930  Germany
1932 Belgium
1949  South Africa
1958  Brazil
1958  Australia
1972 Netherlands B.F. Stove (D)
1975  Japan K. Sawamatsu (D)
1976  Czechoslovakia M. Navratilova (D)
1988  Argentina G. Sabatini (D)
1991 Russia L.I. Savchenko (D)
N.M. Zvereva (D)

S.R.F. Lenglen (S)
K. McKane (S)

C. Aussem (S)

J. Sigart (D)

S. Summers (M)
M.E.A. Bueno (D)
L.G. Coghlan (M)
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GENTLEMEN
1970
1973
1985

Romania

Switzerland
Hungary
Netherlands
Belarus
India
Croatia
Zimbabwe
Israel

Serbia
Canada

Austria

1996
1998
1999
2001
2004
2006
2008

2010
2012
2016
2017

Denmark
Finland
Brazil
Poland

2019  Colombia

1. Nastase (M)

Czechoslovakia J. Kodes (S)

M.P. Guenthardt (D)
B. Tarcozy (D)
R.PSS. Krajicek (S)
M.N. Mirnyi (M)
L.A. Paes (M)
G.S. Ivanisevic (S)
W.H. Black (M)
A.Ram (M)

N. Zimonjic (D)
D.M. Nestor (D)
J. Melzer (D)

F.L. Nielsen (D)
H. Kontinen (M)
M.P.D Melo (D)
L. Kubot (D)

J.S. Cabal (D)

R. Farah (D)

LADIES

1992

1993
1994
1994
1996
2001
2004
2006

2007
2010
2011
2013
2014

2019

Latvia

CIS

Belarus

Czech Republic
Spain
Switzerland
Slovakia
Zimbabwe
China

Serbia
Kazakhstan
Slovenia
Taiwan

Italy

Romania

L.I. Neiland (D)
N.M. Zvereva (D)
N.M. Zvereva (D)
H. Sukova (M)
I.C. Martinez (S)
M. Hingis (S)

D. Hantuchova (M)
C.C. Black (D, M)
Z.Yan (D)

J. Zheng (D)

J. Jankovic (M)
Y.V. Shvedova (D)
K. Srebotnik (D)
S-W. Hsieh (D)

S. Errani (D)

R. Vinci (D)

S. Halep (S)

COUNTRIES WHOSE REPRESENTATIVES HAVE WON THE
SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS

GENTLEMEN - 135
Great Britain (British Isles) 37

United States
Australia
Switzerland
France

LADIES - 128
United States

Gereat Britain (British Isles) 36

Germany
France

Serbia
33 Sweden
21 Germany
8 New Zealand
7 Spain

57 Australia

Brazil
9 Czech Republic
8 Spain

(SR NN

N W LN
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Croatia
Czechoslovakia

Egypt
Netherlands

Kazakhstan
Romania
Russia
Switzerland
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Player Age Records

THE YOUNGEST CHAMPIONS

Gentlemen’s Singles B.F. Becker (GER) 17 years, 227 days (1985)
'W. Baddeley (BRI) 19 years, 174 days (1891)
S.B.B. Wood (USA) 19 years, 245 days (1931)
B.R.Borg (SWE) 20 years, 22 days (1976)
H.E. Vines (USA) 20 years, 278 days (1932)
Gentlemen’s Doubles R.D. Ralston (USA) 17 years, 341 days (1960)
Ladies’ Singles C.Dod (BRI) 15 years, 285 days (1887)
M. Hingis (SuI) 16 years, 278 days (1997)
M. Sharapova (RUS) 17 years, 75 days (2004)
M.C. Connolly (USA) 17 years, 292 days (1952)
M.G. Sutton (USA) 18 years, 286 days (1905)
S.M. Graf (GER) 19 years, 18 days (1988)
Ladies’ Doubles M. Hingis (SuI) 15 years, 282 days (1996)
Mixed Doubles R.G. Laver (AUS) 20 years, 328 days (1959)
S.J. Williams (USA) 16 years, 282 days (1998)

THE OLDEST CHAMPIONS

Gentlemen’s Singles A.W. Gore (BRI) 41 years, 182 days (1909)
Gentlemen’s Doubles G.P. Mulloy (USA) 43 years, 226 days (1957)
Ladies’ Singles A. Sterry (BRI) 37 years, 282 days (1908)
Ladies’ Doubles E.M. Ryan (USA) 42 years, 152 days (1934)
Mixed Doubles S.E. Stewart (USA) 42 years, 28 days (1988)
M. Navratilova (USA) 46 years, 261 days (2003)

Notes: The oldest players to win the Singles Championships for the first time were H.F. Lawford (BRI),
1887, 36 years, 53 days, and D.T.R. Larcombe (BRI), 1912, 33 years, 30 days.

THE YOUNGEST COMPETITORS

Gentlemen’s Singles S.B.B. Wood (USA) 15 years, 231 days (1927)

Gentlemen’s Doubles S.B.B. Wood (USA) 15 years, 234 days (1927)

Ladies’ Singles J-M. Capriati (USA) 14 years, 90 days (1990)
K.S. Rinaldi (USA) 14 years, 91 days (1981)
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Ladies’ Doubles J.M. Capriati (USA) 14 years, 92 days (1990)
K.S. Rinaldi (USA) 14 years, 93 days (1981)

THE OLDEST COMPETITORS

Gentlemen’s Singles T.G.P. Greville (GBR) 59 years, 99 days (1927)
Gentlemen’s Doubles J.R. Borotra (FRA) 65 years, 316 days (1964)
Ladies’ Singles M. O’Neill (GBR) 54 years, 304 days (1922)
Ladies’ Doubles C.O. Tuckey (GBR) 54 years, 352 days (1932)
Mixed Doubles J.R. Borotra (G) (FRA) 65 years, 320 days (1964)
M. O’Neill (L) (GBR) 55 years, 304 days (1923)

THE YOUNGEST SEEDS

Gentlemen’s Singles B.R.Borg (SWE) 17 years, 19 days (1973)

Ladies’ Singles J-M. Capriati (USA) 14 years, 89 days (1990)

THE OLDEST SEEDS

Gentlemen’s Singles R.A. Gonzales (USA) 41 years, 45 days (1969)

Ladies’ Singles S.J. Williams (USA) 39 years, 275 days (2021)

Seeding Records

PLAYERS SEEDED MOST TIMES IN SINGLES

Gentlemen’s Singles 20 R. Federer (SUI) (2001-2019,2021)

Ladies’ Singles 20 M. Navratilova (USA) (1975-1994)

PLAYERS SEEDED NO.1 MOST TIMES IN SINGLES

Gentlemen’s Singles 8  P. Sampras (USA) (1993, 1994, 1996-2001)
8 N.Djokovic (SRB) (2012-2016, 2019, 2021, 2022)
Ladies’ Singles 8 M. Smith/Court (AUS) (1962-1964, 1966,1969-1971, 1973)
8 M. Navratilova (USA) (1979, 1980, 1982-1987)
8 S.M. Graf (GER) (1988-1991, 1993-1996)
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UNSEEDED SINGLES SEMI-FINALISTS

GENTLEMEN'’S SINGLES
1928 C. Boussus (FRA)
1929 H.W. Austin (GBR)
1930 W.L. Allison (USA)
1932 J. Satoh (JPN)
1935 J.D. Budge (USA)
1946 T.P. Brown (USA)

J. Drobny (TCH)
1947 J.E. Patty (USA)
1948 J. Asboth (HUN)
1953 K. Nielsen (DEN)
1955 K. Nielsen (DEN)
1959 R.G. Laver (AUS)
1961 M.J. Sangster (GBR)
1962 ].G. Fraser (AUS)

ML.F. Mulligan (AUS)
1963 W.P. Bungert (GER)

F.S. Stolle (AUS)
1964 W.P. Bungert (GER)

LADIES’ SINGLES
1927 ]J.C. Fry (GBR)
1928 D. Akhurst (AUS)
1929 E.A. Goldsack (GBR)
J.C. Ridley (GBR)
1932 G.M. Heeley (GBR)
1934 J.M. Hartigan (AUS)
1938 H.H. Jacobs (USA)
1949 H.A. Rihbany (USA)
1956 P.E. Ward (GBR)
1957 C.C. Truman (GBR)
1958 A.S. Haydon (GBR)
F.A.M. Mortimer (GBR)
1961 R. Schuurman (RSA)
1962 V. Sukova (TCH)
1963 B.J. Moffitt (USA)
1965 C.C. Truman (GBR)

1965 E.C. Drysdale (RSA)
1966 O.K. Davidson (AUS)
1967 W.P. Bungert (GER)

N. Pilic (YUG)

R. Taylor (GBR)
1968 C.E. Graebner (USA)
1971 T.W. Gorman (USA)
1973 A. Mayer (USA)
1974 R.L. Stockton (USA)
1977 J.P. McEnroe (USA)
1978 T.S. Okker (NED)
1979 P. Dupre (USA)
1980 B.E. Gottfried (USA)
1981 R.J. Frawley (USA)
1982 T.S. Mayotte (USA)
1983 C.J. Lewis (NZL)
1984 P.H. Cash (AUS)
1985 B.F. Becker (GER)

1967 R. Casals (USA)

K.M. Harter (USA)
1969 R. Casals (USA)
1970 F.G. Durr (FRA)
1971 J.A.M. Dalton (AUS)
1983 Y. Vermaak (RSA)
1989 C. Lindqvist (SWE)
1994 B.C. Fernandez (USA)

L.M. McNeil (USA)
1996 M.J. McGrath (USA)
1997 A.S. Kournikova (RUS)
1998 N.M. Zvereva (BLR)
1999 M. Lucic (CRO)

A.W. Stevenson (USA)
2000 J. Dokic (AUS)
2008 J. Zheng (CHN)

UNSEEDED SINGLES FINALISTS

1986 S. Zivojinovic (YUG)
1990 G.S. Ivanisevic (YUG)
1991 D. Wheaton (USA)
1992 J.P. McEnroe (USA)
1996 J.R. Stoltenberg (AUS)
M.O Washington (USA)
1997 C.A. Pioline (FRA)
M.D. Stich (GER)
1997 T.A. Woodbridge (AUS)
2000 V. Voltchkov (BLR)
2001 G.S. Ivanisevic (CRO)
2003 M.A. Philippoussis (AUS)
2004 M. Ancic (CRO)
2006 J.L. Bjorkman (SWE)
2008 M. Safin (RUS)
R. Schuettler (GER)
2022 N.H. Kyrgios (AUS)

2010 P. Kvitova (CZE)

T. Pironkova (BUL)
2011 S.K. Lisicki (GER)
2016 E.S. Vesnina (RUS)
2017 M. Rybarikova (SVK)
2019 B. Strycova (CZE)
2022 T. Maria (GER)

GENTLEMEN’S SINGLES
1930 W.L. Allison (USA)
1953 K. Nielsen (DEN)

1955 K. Nielsen (DEN)

1959 R.G. Laver (AUS)

1962 ML.F. Mulligan (AUS)

1963 F.S. Stolle (AUS)

1967 W.P. Bungert (GER)
1983 CJ. Lewis (NZL)

1985 B.F. Becker (GER)

1996 M.O. Washington (USA)

1997 C.A. Pioline (FRA)

2001 G.S. Ivanisevic (CRO)
2003 M.A. Philippoussis (AUS)
2022 N.H. Kyrgios (AUS)
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LADIES’ SINGLES

1938 H.H. Jacobs (USA)
1958 F.A.M. Mortimer (GBR)
1962 V. Sukova (TCH)
1963 B.J. Moffitt (USA)

UNSEEDED CHAMPIONS

GENTLEMEN’S SINGLES
1985 B.F. Becke